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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com

Washington NEWS
House Committee Approves FDA Tobacco Legislation:  A House committee has approved legislation that would place cigarettes under government regulation for the first time. While the legislation would not let the FDA outlaw tobacco or nicotine, the agency could reduce or eliminate cancer-causing chemicals in cigarette smoke. The bill would prohibit candy-flavored cigars and cigarettes and give the FDA authority to ban menthol. President Barack Obama supports the bill, increasing its chances of becoming law now. 
Burr Sponsors Food Safety Reform Bill:  A proposed bill that would give FDA new authorities, tools and resources to better regulate food safety is starting to garner support from food companies and a food industry association.  The Food Safety Modernization Act sponsored by U.S. Sens. Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), Judd Gregg (R-N.H.), Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.), and Richard Burr (R-N.C.) would increase the frequency of inspections at all food facilities; give FDA expanded access to records and testing results, and allow FDA to mandate food product recalls if a company fails to recall it at the agency's request.  This new bill focuses on expanding FDA powers, as opposed to a food safety bill introduced earlier this year by Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) that would create a stand-alone food safety agency within the Health and Human Services Department.  Proposal to Cut Farmer Payments Inspires Spirited Battle:  Several interest groups and lawmakers are criticizing elements of the Obama administration’s proposed budget for the Agriculture Department, including a three-year phase-out of direct payments to farmers with sales revenues of more than $500,000 annually.  The Obama administration argues that large farmers are well-positioned to replace the payments with alternative sources of income from emerging markets. However, opponents of limiting direct payments do not believe large farmers are in “as favorable of a situation” as the Obama administration seems to suggest.  In 2008, the average U.S. farm with sales of at least $500,000 produced a net income of $36,000.  With net farm income down 20 percent from this time last year, according to Agriculture Department figures, farmers, just like everyone else, are in no position to lose part of their income. House Agriculture ranking member Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) called the proposal “out of touch with the realities of production agriculture.”  
Legislative NEWS
Poll Not Surprisingly Reveals Excise Tax Support:  Pro-excise tax advocates know that State leaders are trying to close a potential $2.2 billion shortfall this year, and Gov. Beverly Perdue's office has estimated a potential $3.6 billion gap between projected revenues and expenses next year. So it was not a big surprise when an Elon University poll released Friday showed that of the North Carolina adults that were surveyed more than 73 percent support an increase in the state's cigarette tax as a way to close a growing budget shortfall. At 35 cents, anti-tobacco advocates say that North Carolina's tax on cigarettes is still too low, despite the fact the tax was raised from 5 cents in 2005 after years of grueling debate. The survey also found support for increasing taxes on beer, liquor and wine.  
Smoking Ban Passes House Health Committee:  A bill to ban smoking at the workplace or in public has passed the House Health Committee, the first hurdle on a long route before it could take effect. When a clear majority of North Carolina residents and lawmakers agree with scientific studies that secondhand smoking harms health, the Legislature is obliged to outlaw smoking in the workplace, said Rep. Wil Neumann, R-Gaston. But Rep. Cary Allred, R-Alamance, doubted the harmful health effects of secondhand smoke and argued the bill was a government intrusion into the business of restaurants and bars, which would lose patrons who smoke. The committee approved the bill on a voice vote; it heads next to a House legal issues committee.

Poultry Worker Protection Bill:  Lawmakers plan to resurrect legislation this week that is aimed at better protecting poultry workers from on-the-job injuries. The bill, introduced by Rep. Beverly Earle, D-Mecklenburg, would empower the state Division of Public Health to regularly inspect poultry plants. The inspectors would examine workers and records to determine whether companies are properly treating injured employees and recording all injuries. Earle also plans to introduce a separate proposal that would provide the public health division with four additional staffers to inspect poultry plants. 
Environmental NEWS

Duke Energy Gives $1M to Help Land Adapt:  Duke Energy plans to give $1 million to help a wildlife refuge on the state's coast adapt to rising sea levels and climate change. Duke Energy is making the donation to the Nature Conservancy for the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge. Some two-thirds of the land is less than five feet above sea level and officials say the 152,000-acre refuge is losing shoreline to erosion and salt water is creeping into the refuge. 

Commodity NEWS

Animal Rights Groups Increase Attacks:  The Arlington, Va.-based Animal Agriculture Alliance reports that during 2008, attacks on the global food chain from animal rights and environmental extremists jumped 42% - from 155 in 2007 to 220 last year. Much of the increase came from the Animal Liberation Front. Those attacks exploded 377%. Information compiled by the Alliance indicated there were 640 acts of sabotage, vandalism and arson in 2008, up from 467 the previous year.  
HBO Airs Animal Rights Video:  HBO will begin airing in March a video titled "Death on a Factory Farm" based on video taken at an Ohio hog farm for the Humane Farming Association in 2006.  The Humane Farming Association promotes a vegan diet on its website and is opposed to all traditional livestock production – including beef, poultry, pork, eggs, and dairy.
NC Peanut Growers Likely to Scale Back Acres:  Peanut growers in Virginia and North Carolina are preparing for their spring planting and they're expected to be scaling back.  Growers in both states produce a larger peanut used for snacks or sold in the shell. They haven't been implicated in the national salmonella scare involving peanut butter.  Despite that, the public health alert is expected to affect the North Carolina and Virginia peanut, and some shellers have yet to issue contracts. Growers use that price to figure their plantings. 

USB Offers Farmers Chance to Learn About Checkoff Program:  The United Soybean Board and soybean checkoff are organizing the second annual See for Yourself tour. USB wants 10 soybean farmers who have little to no hands-on experience with soybean checkoff programs to take this year's tour from July 13-18. The tour begins in St. Louis and proceeds to Mexico.  Those who are interested can find more information and fill out an application at unitedsoybean.org. Applications must be received by March 20.
Business NEWS

Chicken Litter Power Plants Meets Opposition:  Opponents of using chicken droppings as a renewable energy source are lobbying state lawmakers in a bid to derail three proposed power plants that would use manure for fuel. Fibrowatt, a Pennsylvania company, now plans to build three power plants that would burn poultry droppings in Montgomery, Surry and Sampson counties near chicken-processing operations for ready access to the organic fuel source. A group calling itself Citizens for a Safe Environment has visited with more than a dozen legislators in the past three weeks. Opponents say building the proposed power plants in rural areas would expose minorities and poor people to arsenic and other pollutants. Michael Regan, an air quality specialist at the N.C. Environmental Defense Fund, said that Fibrowatt pollution would contribute to acid rain, ozone haze and arsenic, a toxin that can enter drinking water supplies and cause cancer from long-term exposure. Fibrowatt spokesman Terry Walmsley said, “Obviously we can’t build and operate this plant unless we demonstrate it’s fully protective of the environment and public health.” 
Immigration NEWS 

Bill Aims to Keep Aid From Illegal Immigrants:  Saying illegal immigrants shouldn't profit from the stimulus package, N.C. lawmakers have introduced legislation that would require contractors eligible for the federal money to verify their employees' immigration status.  NC could get $1.3 billion for highway and school construction, which, based on federal estimates, could mean more than 5,000 jobs for undocumented workers. Congress stripped language from the package that would have required employers seeking stimulus money to use E-Verify.
USDA NEWS  
No Vote Needed on Pork Checkoff Program:  The USDA has announced that because very few pork producers and importers requested a continuance referendum on the Pork Checkoff Program, no such vote will be held this year. The current program, under which pork producers invest 40 cents for each $100 value of hogs sold, will therefore continue.
Obama’s Three Priorities for USDA:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack said President Barack Obama has three goals for USDA and that the agency will make a major effort to encourage Americans to eat more fruits, vegetables, nuts and specialty crops. Obama gave these priorities for the agency: to make sure that America's children had more nutritious food; to do everything USDA can to expand energy opportunities and the capacity of land, farms and ranches to produce alternative forms of energy and fuel; and to make sure USDA is doing the research necessary to allow agriculture to "transition away from its rather significant dependence today on fossil fuels."

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for March 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge is 0.500 percent, up from 0.375 in February 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during March 2009 is 1.500 percent, up from 1.375 in February 2009. The interest rate for farm storage facility loans approved for March 2009 is 2.250 percent, up from 1.875 in February 2009. The maximum discount rate applicable for March 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from February 2009. This is based on the 3.250 percent prime rate plus 2 percent, rounded to the nearest whole number.
NCDA NEWS

Tissue Sampling for Strawberry Growers:  In eastern NC, the clock is ticking for growers to begin their tissue sampling program. NCDA&CS recommends tissue sampling begin about two weeks after fertilization is initiated, usually the first week of March. It should continue at two-week intervals throughout the growing season. Strawberry tissue analysis costs $7 per sample for NC growers and $27 for out-of-state growers. A guide to collecting and submitting strawberry tissue samples is available online at www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/pictorial.htm. 
State Farmers Market Restaurant to Reopen:  The State Farmers Market Restaurant is scheduled to reopen Saturday, March 14, following a two-month repair and renovation project. Patio seating will be available, and the restaurant will be open for dinner on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

NCDA&CS Unveils New Blog:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler invites you to check out NCDA&CS’ new blog, "In the Field: The People & Programs of the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services." Go to:  info.ncagr.com/blog/.
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with Congressman McIntyre: On March 27, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Mike McIntyre at Judges Riverside Restaurant in Morganton, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 
AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar.
The 2009 Murphy-Brown Vendor Expo will be held on Tuesday, March 17, 2009.  This one day event will feature over 150 vendors from all over the United States and World. Expo admission is free, and includes lunch.  Attendees must pre-register by contacting Wanda Hargrove at 910-296-2143. For more info go to www.murphybrownvendorexpo.com.
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