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Since 1983, the Tobacco Farm Life Museum has been preserving the history and cultural heritage of Eastern North Carolina farm life. The museum was started by a group of local families who had pride in their past and a strong volunteer spirit. Having seen the way of life of their parents and grandparents becoming obsolete, these families wanted to preserve this personal and special history of the Eastern North Carolina flue-cured tobacco farm family for future generations. The museum has grown to an internationally recognized and accredited museum and today continues to interpret and present this important rural legacy to the public. Come visit and step back in time to a turn-of-the-century homestead, including a restored house and detached kitchen, smokehouse, log tobacco barn, and even an outhouse. The 6,000 square foot museum features both permanent and rotating exhibits on farm life, southern medicine, domestic skills, rural social life, and artifacts. Take a trip back in time to a simpler way of life. For more information visit www.tobaccofarmlifemuseum.org .

Washington NEWS
Kissell Discusses Farm Bill, Made in America With Local Cotton Growers:  Representative Larry Kissell (NC-08) met with area cotton growers in his Washington office last week. Kissell met with David Ruppenicker, CEO of Southern Cotton Growers, Inc., as well as Scotland County cotton grower Allen McLaurin of Laurel Hill. They were joined by cotton growers David Dunlow of Gaston County Donny Lassiter of Conway, David Parrish of Nashville and Robbie Waters of Scotland Neck. Kissell said, “My colleagues and I on the Agriculture Committee have been working hard to create a Farm Bill that best represents the interests of our farming community. I will do everything I can to make sure that we pass a Farm Bill that fairly meets the needs of our farmers here at home.” Kissell has served on the House Ag Committee since being sworn into office in January 2009. Kissell and the Cotton Growers discussed the need to pass a Farm Bill in 2012, as well as efforts by local cotton farmers, like Stanly County farmer Ronnie Burleson, to help promote Made in America with their cotton supplies. Burleson grows cotton in Richfield that is then ginned in New London to be used by Cotton of the Carolinas as part of their “Dirt to Shirt” movement, an effort to grow, process, and produce cotton shirts entirely within the state of North Carolina. 

Date Set for U.S.-Korea Trade Agreement: United States Trade Representative Ron Kirk announced that the U.S.-Korea trade agreement will take effect on March 15, 2012. On March 15, almost 80 percent of U.S. exports of industrial products to Korea will become duty-free. Also on March 15, almost two-thirds of U.S. exports of agricultural products to Korea will become duty-free, including wheat, corn, soybeans for crushing, whey for feed use, hides and skins, cotton, cherries, pistachios, almonds, orange juice, grape juice, and wine.
Campaign NEWS

Forsyth County GOP Chairman to Run for Coble’s Seat: Nathan Tabor resigned his post as chairman of the Forsyth County Republican Party to run for the 6th Congressional District seat now held by Republican Howard Coble. However, state officials say that Tabor did not file by the noon deadline on Wednesday.  Tabor will appeal the decision. 

Insurance Commissioner: Former House Speaker Richard Morgan, an insurance broker and cattle farmer from Moore County, has filed to run as a Republican candidate for state insurance commissioner. Republican Mike Causey of Greensboro has also filed.

Governor’s Race: Bruce Blackmon, a 90-year-old Buies Creek physician, filed to run for the Democratic nomination for governor. State Rep. Grey Mills, District 95, has filed for lieutenant governor.  
State House Seats: State Rep. Rick Glazier, the Democratic House Minority Whip,  will not run for superintendent of N.C. schools but will seek a sixth term representing House District 44.  Glazier will face Phillip Gilfus in a primary.  Republicans Richard D. Button and John Czajkowski are also running in District 44. Republican Ted Davis Jr., chairman of the New Hanover County Commissioners, and Democrat Emilie Swearingen, Kure Beach councilwoman, will run for the House District 19 seat being vacated by Republican State Rep. Danny McComas.  Even though Kure Beach Mayor Dean Lambeth’s name will appear on the ballot, Lambeth pulled out of the race and is supporting Davis.  Rep. Grier Martin will not seek re-election to state House District 34.  The recent redistricting places Martin in the same district covering Wake County as fellow Democrat and ally Deborah Ross. Ross, who will now campaign for District 34, has held the District 38 seat for five terms. Eddie Dees, former Hope Mills mayor,  and Diane Wheatley, a former county commissioner and school board member, are running for state House District 45.  
State Senate Seats: Sen. Don Vaughan, a Democrat, will not seek re-election to state Senate District 27.  The new district leans heavily Republican and puts Eden Republican Sen. Phil Berger in the same district as Vaughan. Wake County Commissioner Erv Portman, a Democrat, will run for state Sen. District 17, a seat being vacated by Republican Sen. Richard Stevens. Republican Tamara Barringer has also filed for the District 17 seat. Democrat George Tatum, a longtime politician in Cumberland County and former head of the N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles, filed for the state Senate 19th District seat currently held by  Republican state Sen. Wesley Meredith. Daniel Wilson, a Democrat from Ansonville, filed for state Senate District 25. Cumberland County Commissioner Billy King and former Sen. Larry Shaw join Democrats Curtis Worthy, a former Fayetteville City Councilman, Robert B. Clark III, Allen Thomas Jr., and Eronomy Smith in the Democratic primary for state Senate District 21. Eric Mansfield, who currently holds the District 21 seat, is running for lieutenant governor. Even though Democratic Sen. Charlie Dannelly is not seeking re-election, his name will be on the ballot for the state District 38 seat he’s held for 18 years. Dannelly declared his intent to run again but later decided to withdraw and missed the deadline to get his name removed from the ballot.  Dannelly is supporting Joel Ford, the former Mecklenburg County Democratic chairman, for the seat. 
Washington Seats: U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre, a Democrat, filed for re-election to the 7th Congressional District. Republican Jim Allen filed for the 4th Congressional District seat currently held by Congressman David Price, a Democrat. Brian Irving, a freelance journalist and Libertarian, and Toni Morris, a Democrat from Fayetteville, have filed for the 2nd Congressional District.  Republican U.S. Rep. Renee Ellmers currently holds that seat. Republican Richard Speer has also filed for Ellmers’ seat. Matt Newton, a Charlotte attorney, will challenge Democratic U.S. Rep. Mel Watt for the 12th Congressional District seat. Rev. Bernard Holliday, a Democrat, filed for the 13th Congressional District, which now leans heavily Republican.  U.S. Rep. Brad Miller currently holds the seat and will not seek re-election. Wake County Commissioner Paul Coble and the former U.S. attorney for eastern North Carolina, George Holding, have filed as Republicans for the13th Congressional District seat. Republican Jon Gauthier has filed for the 9th Congressional District, a seat being vacated by U.S. Rep. Sue Myrick.

Legislative NEWS 
Perdue Asks for Public Input on Picking Judges: Gov. Bev Perdue is encouraging North Carolinians to attend public hearings to be held by the Judicial Nominating Commission in March. Participants can offer suggestions on the qualities and characteristics judges should possess. The meetings will be held: Monday, March 5 – Asheville, 2-4 p.m. at the UNC Asheville Sherrill Center (Mountain View Conference Room #417); Tuesday, March 13 – Greenville, 2-4 p.m. at the ECU Murphy Center (Harvey Hall, enter through Maynard Lobby); Thursday, March 22 – Chapel Hill, 2-4 p.m. at the UNC Center for School Leadership (Room #111).
People NEWS

N.C. Producers Appointed to National Pork Producers Delegate Body: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the appointment of 156 pork producers and five importers to the 2012 National Pork Producers Delegate Body. The appointees will serve a one-year term.  From N.C.: David D. Herring, Lloyd B. Outlaw III, Timothy H. Craig, Mark W. Daughtry, George H. Pettus, Miles T. See, Janet K. Archer, Kimberly S. Griffin, James L. Lamb, Zack McCullen III, Bryan L. Barrow, Elam R. Summerlin, Jr.
Immigration NEWS

N.C. Ag Employers Speak Before Immigration Committee: The N.C. House Select Committee on the State's Role in Immigration Policy held its third meeting last week.  Representatives from the home building, construction, and farming industries spoke before the committee about labor issues. Lee Wicker, Secretary of NC Agribusiness Council and deputy director of NC Growers Association gave testimony regarding labor in agriculture.  Several demonstrators opposed to stricter immigration laws were arrested for disorderly conduct.

H-2A Worker Program Updates:  The U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and Training Administration announced an annual change to allowable charges for meals and subsistence reimbursements, and a nonmaterial change to wage rate determinations for the H-2A worker program. Both notices will be published in the March 2 edition of the Federal Register and can be viewed at http://s.dol.gov/O9. The 2012 maximum amount an employer may charge a worker for meals provided has been raised to $11.13 per day. In addition, the H-2A program regulations require employer reimbursement of subsistence expenses, which include both meals and lodging that may be required during travel to and from a work site. 
Business NEWS
Judge Blocks Graphic Images on Cigarette Packages: U.S. Federal District Court Judge Richard Leon held unconstitutional a regulation by the U.S. FDA that would have forced cigarette makers to place nine graphic health warnings on the top half of the front and back of all cigarette packages and the top fifth of all advertising.  Agreeing with arguments made by R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company and four other tobacco manufacturers, the Court held that the proposed warnings violated the First Amendment by forcing the manufacturers to distribute an anti-smoking policy message. The Court cited data included in FDA’s regulation that showed the graphic warnings would have little to no effect in reducing tobacco use. R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co., Lorillard Inc., Reynolds American Inc. subsidiary Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Co. Inc., Commonwealth Brands Inc., and Liggett Group LLC were involved in the lawsuit against the FDA.
USDA NEWS

USDA Sets Trade Mission to China With 40 U.S. Agribusinesses: The USDA will lead an agricultural trade mission to China from March 23-28 to strengthen partnerships between U.S. and China. The trade mission is expected to be USDA's largest to date, with more than 40 U.S. agribusinesses and representatives from six state departments of agriculture set to accompany Acting Under Secretary Michael Scuse to Chengdu and Shanghai, two of China's largest cities. The goal of the mission is to provide U.S. participants with first-hand market information, access to government decision makers, and one-on-one meetings with business contacts, potential agents, distributers, and importers so they can position themselves to enter or expand their presence in China.

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for March:  USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for March 2012. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for March 2012 is 0.125 percent, unchanged from February 2012. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during March 2012 is 1.125 percent, unchanged from February 2012. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for March 2012 are as follows, 1.375 percent with seven-year loan terms, unchanged from February 2012; 2.000 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from February 2012 and; 2.250 percent with 12-year loan terms, unchanged from February 2012. The maximum discount rate applicable for March 2012 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from February 2012. 

NCDA NEWS

Workshops Focus on Protecting Farmland: The N.C. Agricultural Development and Farm Land Preservation Trust Fund will host two workshops in March for local governments interested in protecting agricultural lands. Workshops will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 14, at the Wilson County Center in Wilson and Friday, March 23, at the Moore County Center in Carthage. A third workshop is being planned for the western part of the state later in the spring. Register for the free workshops at www.ncadfp.org/vadprogram.htm.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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