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ANIMAL HEALTH




Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Animal Health conducts business in 40 countries and employs about 2,700 people worldwide. Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., is headquartered in Greensboro, NC, and has a Research and Development facility in Larchwood, IA.  Our pet products are effective aids in preventing internal and external parasites and treating such ailments as arthritic pain and kidney, heart and allergic diseases.  For farm animals, we offer therapeutic products to treat parasitic and bacterial diseases and are consistently developing new vaccines to prevent diseases in livestock and farmed fish.  Specific needs of food producers in the area of farm bioprotection are met by providing innovative fly control products and services, as well. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ah.novartis.com.

Washington NEWS
Lincoln Says She Will Vote Against Employee Free Choice Act:  Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark., told a Monday meeting of the Little Rock Political Animals Club that she will oppose the Employee Free Choice Act. Lincoln has been closely watched for her decision on whether to support the measure. Observers have said her vote on the matter would have a significant impact on the 2010 election.

Legislative NEWS 
Tobacco Ads:  Readers of several North Carolina newspapers may have recently noticed a full-page ad aimed at stirring opposition to an increase in the state cigarette tax. The newly formed N.C. Taxpayers Alliance, composed of tobacco companies and growers, emphasizes in the ads that ran last week that an estimated 50,000 jobs in the state are linked to tobacco production and warns that higher taxes will harm the industry. The ads encourage readers to call their local legislators and ask them to oppose a tax increase. 
Environmental NEWS

6th Circuit NPDES Permit Decision:  The EPA will not seek a rehearing on the 6th Circuit decision to require NPDES permits for a broad range of pesticide applications.  Instead they have filed a motion for a two year stay.  Agriculture interveners in the case will be asking for a rehearing.

Poultry Groups Challenge EPA CAFO Regulation:  The National Chicken Council and the U.S. Poultry and Egg Association have filed suit in the Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans to challenge certain aspects of the EPA's new regulation on water pollution discharges from so-called confined animal feeding operations, or CAFOs.  The new regulation was issued in response to a 2005 ruling by the Second U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New York that said EPA could not require growers to apply for permits merely because they have a "potential to discharge" pollutants to U.S. waters.  EPA has replaced that portion of the rule with a new provision that would require permits where there is a "proposal to discharge." The NCC/USPOULTRY lawsuit contends the new requirement does not conform to the Second Circuit's ruling.  In addition, the lawsuit challenges recent guidance documents, issued by EPA in the form of letters, that interpret the CAFO regulation. According to NCC and USPOULTRY, the letters essentially say a grower has a "proposal to discharge" and therefore must apply for a permit, if poultry housing has a ventilation fan that may potentially exhaust dust or other substances on the ground where rain water might wash them into a ditch leading to surface waters. NCC and USPOULTRY will argue Congress did not intend to regulate these normal agricultural practices when it enacted the Clean Water Act.
Business NEWS

Poultry Organizations Form Joint Councils on Safety:  The U.S. Poultry and Egg Association, National Chicken Council and National Turkey Federation announced they have formed joint councils on human resources and safety.  The Joint Poultry Industry Human Resources Council and the Joint Poultry Industry Safety and Health Council consolidate what previously were separate committees that addressed similar issues. The objective is to enhance the coordination of industry programs in these areas, while continuing to allow each association to address species-specific concerns.  The three organizations outlined the following goals of the new councils:  provide a strong, unified voice for the poultry industry; promote information exchange between the associations and their members; more effectively utilize industry and association resources; reduce the burden on industry representatives by combining the committees.
Commodity NEWS

FDA Officially Delays Feed Ban:  The Food and Drug Administration announced it has officially delayed for 60 days the 2008 BSE final rule prohibiting the use of certain cattle materials in feed for all animals. The effective date is pushed back to June 26 from April 27.  Additionally, FDA has allowed for a seven-day comment period, although the agency has stipulated that comments be confined to discussion on whether to delay the effective date rather than the merits of the ban itself. Written comments on the issue are due on or before April 16 to the Division of Dockets Management (HFA-305), Food and Drug Administration, 5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852. Electronic comments may be submitted to www.regulations.gov. Identify all submissions to the docket with the following docket number: FDA–2002–N–0031 (formerly Docket No. 2002N–0273). 

Heavy Steers, Cow Slaughter to Boost Beef Production: Although beef output is now expected to be slightly higher in 2009 than earlier predicted, lower-than-expected pork and poultry production will more than offset those gains, bringing down the forecast for total meat production this year, according to USDA's latest World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates report.  Heavier steer and heifer weight and aggressive cow slaughter will boost beef production to 26.44 billion pounds from 26.37 pounds forecast in March.  Diminished hog slaughter and a drop in the number of sows farrowing in the first half of the year will rein in pork production this year to 22.77 billion pounds from 23.01 billion predicted last month.  Continued reductions in eggs set have pulled down broiler production forecasts for the year to 35.5 billion pounds from 35.8 billion pounds last month. Turkey production is also forecast lower.  The cattle price forecast, meanwhile, is unchanged from last month, in a range of $84 to $89 per hundredweight. Forecast hog prices are boosted at the lower end by $1 per hundredweight, to a range of $46 to $48 per hundredweight.  Dropping broiler production hasn't boosted price forecasts, though: they dropped to between 79 cents and 83 cents per pound from a range of 81 cents to 86 cents per pound.

More Corn, Soybean Demand Boosting Prices:  USDA raised its price forecasts for corn and soybeans based on increased projected use that will lower ending stocks for the 2008-2009 marketing year that ends Aug. 31, 2009.  The forecasts, published in USDA's monthly World Agriculture Supply and Demand Estimates report, showed ending stocks below average analysts' estimates, boosting futures prices for both corn and soybeans on the Chicago Board of Trade in morning trade.
Drought NEWS

Dry Conditions Persist:  Dry conditions continue to plague much of the state, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. The latest report shows 24 western counties still in moderate drought. Another 22 counties, mostly in the western and southeastern regions of the state, are abnormally dry. Seventy-one N.C. counties were in some stage of drought two weeks ago. But the frequent rainfalls in March suggest that normal patterns are returning across much of the state, said state climatologist Ryan Boyles. Higher groundwater levels and stream flows show the effects. Drought in the western N.C. counties is expected to improve over the next three years, the federal Climate Prediction Center says.
Immigration NEWS 

Revised Form I-9, Employment Eligibility Verification:  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) issued a reminder that the revised Form I-9, Employment Eligibility Verification (Rev. 02/02/09),  is now in effect for all U.S. employers. The revision date is printed on the lower right-hand corner of the form. The interim final rule, published Dec.17, 2008 in the Federal Register, revised the list of documents acceptable for the Employment Eligibility Verification (Form I-9) process.  Employers may no longer use previous versions of the Form I-9. USCIS also updated the Handbook for Employers. Employers who do not have computer access can order Forms I-9 by calling the toll-free forms line at 1-800-870-3676. 
USDA NEWS   
ACRE Program Enrollment Opens on April 27: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that producers can elect and enroll in the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program beginning April 27, 2009. Producers have until Aug.14, 2009, to make their decision for the 2009 crop. USDA will not accept any late-filed applications. For more information about the ACRE program please visit your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 
FSIS Revises List of Approved Additives for Meat, Poultry Items: USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service has amended FSIS Directive 7120.1, which identifies substances approved for use in meat and poultry products as food additives; approved in generally recognized as safe (GRAS) notices and pre-market notifications; and approved in letters conveying acceptability determinations. To view the  list,go to www.fsis.usda.gov.
New Provisions for Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that the new regulations for the Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) program have been implemented in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill. The 2008 Farm Bill included several changes to marketing assistance loan provisions. The regulation for Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments redefines rice as long grain and medium grain. Large chickpeas are included as an eligible pulse crop beginning with crop year 2009. The 2008 crop year marketing loan and loan deficiency payment benefits were subject to a limit of $75,000 per person. Starting with the 2009 crop year, these benefits will no longer be subject to a payment limit. As part of USDA's efforts to streamline the loan process, the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) will no longer adjust loan rates on warehouse-stored loans by premiums and discounts at loan making time. Loan rates will be adjusted by premiums and discounts only at loan settlement, if the commodity is either farm-stored delivered or warehouse-stored forfeited. This change starts with the 2009 crop year and does not apply to peanuts.  For more information please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 

$17 Million in Grants for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA is making more than $17 million in grants available under the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program. Vilsack also described recent initiatives, such as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), designed to help producers and keep farmers on the land.  The Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program is an education, training, technical assistance and outreach program designed to help U.S. farmers and ranchers -specifically those who have been farming or ranching for 10 years or less. The projects will be limited to 3 years. Budget requests in the proposals, which are due May 13, 2009, must not exceed $250,000 per year. For more info go to www.csrees.usda.gov/fo/beginningfarmerandrancher.cfm. 
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with Congressman Brad Miller: On April 16, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Brad Miller at Flue-Cured Tobacco Stabilization in Timberlake, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congressman Howard Coble: On April 17, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Howard Coble at Whitaker Farms in Climbax, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congressman Walter Jones: On April 20, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Walter Jones at Wilson Community College in Wilson, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar.

The North Carolina Finfish Advisory Committee of the N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission will meet on Tuesday, April 14 at 10:30 a.m., NC DENR Regional Field Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington.

The Legislative Research Commission Advisory Subcommittee on Offshore Energy Exploration will meet on Wednesday, April 15 at 10 a.m., Jim Graham Building, N.C. State Fair Grounds, Raleigh. 

The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 22 at 6:30 p.m. on various proposed rules related to groundwater contaminants, Western Piedmont Community College, Moore Hall, 1001 Burkemont Avenue, Morganton. Contact: Sandra Moore, 807-6417.
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