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ANIMAL HEALTH




Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Animal Health conducts business in 40 countries and employs about 2,700 people worldwide. Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., is headquartered in Greensboro, NC, and has a Research and Development facility in Larchwood, IA.  Our pet products are effective aids in preventing internal and external parasites and treating such ailments as arthritic pain and kidney, heart and allergic diseases.  For farm animals, we offer therapeutic products to treat parasitic and bacterial diseases and are consistently developing new vaccines to prevent diseases in livestock and farmed fish.  Specific needs of food producers in the area of farm bioprotection are met by providing innovative fly control products and services, as well. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ah.novartis.com.

Immigration NEWS
USDOL sneaks in an Emergency Interim Rule: Last week, USDOL announced approval of an emergency interim rule that will extend the transitional H2-A application process provided in the final H2-A rules that went into effect on January 17, 2009.  On April 17, the final rules had designated that a new application process was to go into effect that would extend the application start date by 30 days (from 45 to 75 days). Citing non-existent concerns by farmers as a reason for extending the transition application process of 45 days, USDOL applied for, and received from OMB, an emergency interim rule that lessens the application process for farmers by 30 days.  Rumors of USDOL’s application fo an emergency interim rule were repeatedly denied by both USDOL and OMB – until the announcement on Friday.  The comment period on the emergency interim rule will be open for 30 days. (Editor’s note: NCAg will be contacting farmers regarding negative consequences of this emergency interim ruling.)
Immigration Reform: Starting Blocks or Stop Sign:  With the announcement Monday that major organized labor groups have pulled together in support of a comprehensive immigration reform program — one that includes a path to legalization for immigrants now in the United States illegally — the immigration reform movement seemed poised to take off.  The AFL-CIO and the Change to Win federation, which includes service workers, carpenters and the Teamsters, outlined their proposals for legislative reform. Their announcement followed the news last week that President Obama would push for immigration reform this year - who positioned the idea as a boost to the staggering economy.  However, organized labor’s new unified front in support of comprehensive immigration reform could disrupt what’s left of the delicate bipartisan balance on one of the most politically charged issues in Congress. Divisiveness among organized labor over the issues was one reason an immigration reform bill failed to become law in 2007 – but their unity could have the unintended consequence of driving a wedge between Democrats and those few Republicans whose support will be critical to getting a major immigration reform bill through the Senate – and could even prevent such a bill from having bipartisan support in the House.  For example, the business community, including the Chamber of Commerce, has long supported the guest worker program. However, with the new organized labor plan, the guest worker program would be scrapped in favor of a national commission to determine the number of permanent and temporary workers allowed across the border every year, which the labor groups said would be based on labor market shortages that are based on actual and real needs. “The current plan being developed by the administration and organized labor calls for immigration reform that does not adequately address either securing the border or a legal temporary worker program and is a plan I cannot support,” said Sen. John McCain, the lead Republican sponsor of the immigration bill that died in the Senate after a conservative uprising against it in 2007. But with their announcement, organized labor made it clear that they want Congress to bend to their new plan. “We will do whatever it takes, whatever is necessary to really encourage our legislators and to encourage the people of the United States to really support this position,” said Arturo Rodriguez, president of the United Farm Workers. Congressional aides close to immigration discussions have said that the organized labor agreement could complicate efforts.  And the White House has not promised an immigration reform bill, only that the debate would get underway this summer. 

Illegal Immigrant Population Shrinks:  North Carolina's illegal immigrant population appears to be shrinking, according to researchers at the Pew Hispanic Center. In a new report, the nonpartisan research organization, provided the first state-level estimates of the population since 2005. It found that a once-surging group of mostly Hispanic immigrants is no longer growing, even in states such as North Carolina that were once magnets for migrant workers. The undocumented population in North Carolina was estimated at 350,000 in March 2008, down from 375,000 in 2005. However, study author Jeff Passel cautioned that, with the margin of error, North Carolina's population could be anywhere from 300,000 to 400,000. The new estimate represents a dramatic change from previous years. North Carolina's illegal immigrant population nearly doubled from 2000 to 2005.

Washington NEWS
Butterfield Favors ‘Cap and Trade’:  U.S. Rep. G.K. Butterfield, D-N.C., believes America must be a leader in reducing worldwide carbon emissions and that a proposed “cap and trade” system is the fairest way to accomplish the reductions. Butterfield, a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, said cap and trade won’t pass the Congress, however, unless it becomes better understood. He said some in Congress have suggested a straight carbon tax would be a fairer, simpler approach.  One of Butterfield’s concerns is the Renewable Portfolio Standard or Renewable Electricity Standard being discussed. The RES would require each state to derive a certain percentage of its electricity from renewable energy sources. The current plan would mandate that by 2025 states would derive 25 percent of their electricity from renewable energy sources, he said.  Biomass would have to be the focus in North Carolina and the state simply doesn’t have sufficient biomass to meet a 25 percent standard, he said. 
EPA Seeks Comment on Boosting Ethanol Blend: The EPA will seek public comments on a waiver application to increase the amount of ethanol that can be blended into a gallon of gasoline to up to 15 percent of volume (E15).  Since 1978, the limit has been at 10 percent ethanol (E10) for conventional (non flex-fuel) vehicles. The comment period is open for 30 days after the notice is published in the Federal Register. Growth Energy and 54 ethanol manufacturers submitted the E15 application to EPA on March 6. The current statute calls for EPA to make a decision by December 1. 
Environmental NEWS

New TVA Ruling Clears the Air:  Last week, Federal Judge Lacy Thornburg refused to give the Tennessee Valley Authority more time to install pollution controls on coal-fired power plants in neighboring states that are required by his ruling in a lawsuit brought by N.C. Attorney General Roy Cooper. In January Thornburg ruled that four TVA coal plants in Tennessee and Alabama were polluting NC's air and ordered TVA to accelerate a billion-dollar program to clean them up. TVA petitioned for an extra time, but in his ruling Wednesday Thornburg remained steadfast.
Business NEWS
Union Local Files More Charges Against Smithfield:  A Smithfield, Va.-based union local has filed additional charges against Smithfield Packing Co. with the National Labor Relations Board. Food Processors Local 1046 has filed at least six separate charges against Smithfield in the last three weeks, the newspaper said. Among the union's accusations are that Smithfield is refusing to bargain with it.  Smithfield plans to close its South plant in Smithfield, Va., whose workers are represented by Local 1046. Some of those workers will transfer to the North plant in the same town, whose workers are represented by the Teamsters. Other workers may be transferred to other locations. 

Commodity NEWS

Apple Crop Largely Escapes Damage:  Low temperatures varied from about 25-30 degrees, but Henderson County won't see a repeat of the devastating three-day 2007 Easter freeze that cost growers about $10 million. With 150 growers and 6,000 acres of orchards, Henderson is the state's top apple-producing county. Most apple varieties are not in full bloom yet, and that means they were less vulnerable to freeze damage, according to Marvin Owings, an apple specialist with the Henderson County office of the N.C. Cooperative Extension Service. “It's way too early in the game right now to determine how much damage there is, and I think it's going to be determined by the variety when we do know,” Owings said.

More Countries Ban Ky. Poultry on Bird Flu Fears:  Taiwan on Tuesday became the latest on a growing list of countries banning imports of poultry from Kentucky produced on or after April 8, 2009 following a recent discovery of low-pathogen avian influenza on a KY farm. Other countries to recently ban poultry imports from Kentucky are Mexico, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

Court Ruling On NAIS Favors Producers' Privacy Rights: A federal court has ruled that records collected under the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) will be protected by the U.S. Privacy Act.  The decision means sensitive information about producers' premises, businesses and animals will be exempt from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). 

U.S. Pork, Beef Exports Still Going Strong: A 45 percent jump in sales of pork variety meats in February helped offset a slight decline in pork muscle cut exports, while strong showings in the South Korean and Vietnam markets helped beef exports overcome declines in Mexico and Canada, according to the U.S. Meat Export Federation.  The surge in pork variety meat exports powered a 4.7 percent increase in value over February 2008 to $368.2 million. Pork muscle cuts ($305.6 million) declined by nearly 1 percent from last year.   Total beef exports in February grew by 4 percent in volume and a little less than 1 percent in value over last year. The trend was the reverse of the pork model, though, as beef muscle cut exports rose 9 percent while variety meat declined slightly. 
Russia Delists, Relists U.S. Pork Facilities:  Russia on Monday deemed three U.S. pork plants ineligible to export to the country while relisting four U.S. pork facilities that had been banned in February, according to USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service.  Effective April 20, a John Morrell plant in Sioux Falls, S.D., and two Cloverleaf Cold Storage facilities in Sioux City, Iowa, are ineligible to export pork to Russia.  Meanwhile, the facilities of Smithfield Packing Co. (Tar Heel, N.C.), Carolina Cold Storage (Tar Heel, N.C.), Millard Refrigerated Services (Edwardsville, Kan.) and Berkshire Refrigerated (Chicago, Ill.) have been relisted after having been barred in February.  Pork stored or processed before Feb. 10 and on or after April 15 is eligible for export, FSIS said.

NCDA NEWS   
NCDA&CS To Treat Gypsy Moth Infestations: The NCDA&CS will soon be treating five localized gypsy moth infestations in Currituck, Dare, Granville and Warren counties in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service and the Gypsy Moth Slow the Spread Foundation Inc. The Granville and Warren county treatments are anticipated to start around April 20, depending on weather conditions and insect development. Treatments in Currituck and Dare counties are expected to begin around April 22, depending on conditions. Field monitoring activities conducted by NCDA&CS last year determined that a reproducing population of the highly destructive gypsy moth exists in these counties and represents a threat to hardwoods. For more information, including maps and the proposed treatment area, go to www.ncagr.com/plantindustry/plant/entomology/GM.htm or contact NCDA&CS at (800) 206-9333.
Mark Your Calendar

AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar.

The Environmental Management Commission will hold several public hearings at 6:30 p.m. on various proposed rules related to groundwater contaminants: Tuesday, April 22, Western Piedmont Community College, Moore Hall, 1001 Burkemont Avenue, Morganton; Thursday, April 23, Bladen Community College, Multipurpose Auditorium Building, 7418 Hwy 41 West, Dublin;  Thursday, April 30, Archdale Building, Ground Floor Hearing Room, 512 N. Salisbury St., Raleigh. Contact: Sandra Moore, 807-6417.

USDA will hold its first Farm to Fork Festival on Wednesday, April 22, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., on the National Mall to celebrate the unveiling of The People's Garden on Earth Day.  There will be interactive demonstrations and information for children and adults about composting, organics, beekeeping, pollinators, soil, destructive bugs, and MyPyramid to name a few. The festival will be held at  USDA headquarters, Jamie L. Whitten Building, 12th St. and Jefferson Dr., S.W., The National Mall.
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