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Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Animal Health conducts business in 40 countries and employs about 2,700 people worldwide. Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., is headquartered in Greensboro, NC, and has a Research and Development facility in Larchwood, IA.  Our pet products are effective aids in preventing internal and external parasites and treating such ailments as arthritic pain and kidney, heart and allergic diseases.  For farm animals, we offer therapeutic products to treat parasitic and bacterial diseases and are consistently developing new vaccines to prevent diseases in livestock and farmed fish.  Specific needs of food producers in the area of farm bioprotection are met by providing innovative fly control products and services, as well. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ah.novartis.com

Washington NEWS
Senate GOP Filibuster Could Fail on Tobacco Bill:  Senate Republicans will likely filibuster legislation that would give the FDA the authority to regulate tobacco products if the measure comes to the floor, but it’s uncertain if the strategy will defeat the bill. The GOP strategy comes to light as Senate Democrats are ramping up efforts to pass the measure that already has cleared the House. Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) placed the bill on the Senate calendar this week and it could come to the floor before lawmakers leave for Memorial Day recess.  Senate Democrats and anti-smoking activists believe they have the 60 votes needed to invoke cloture on the measure and eliminate the threat of the GOP filibuster. Among the staunchest opponents to the bill are HELP ranking member Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.) and Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.). Enzi, Burr and other Republicans argue the additional costs and resources needed for tobacco regulation will overwhelm an agency that is already stretched too thin, especially with ongoing food safety problems. Also, Burr believes the bill would have a “drastic impact on jobs across the country.” 
Neb. Senator Moves to Exempt Ranchers From EPA Rules:  When the EPA announced Friday it had determined that greenhouse gases may endanger public health or welfare, a collective shiver went down the back of animal agriculture. The ruling now faces a 60-day public comment period. If its decision is upheld, the EPA must then act to regulate emissions. If the EPA's definition of greenhouse gases includes methane emitted by livestock, animal ag operations could be affected.  Within hours of the announcement, Mike Johanns (R-Neb.),  announced he is co-sponsoring legislation that would amend the Clean Air Act to preclude regulation of naturally occurring livestock emissions, including methane and carbon dioxide. 
Legislative NEWS 
Film Industry Concerns Delay NC Smoking Ban Debate:  Debate on a bill to ban smoking at many work places in North Carolina was delayed in the Senate Health Care Committee on Wednesday because the motion picture industry worries the bill would prevent actors from smoking on screen. The bill, which cleared the House three weeks ago, could bar smoking at many work sites, including film lots. Sen. Bill Purcell, D-Scotland, the committee's co-chairman, said he wanted to give the movie industry in Wilmington sufficient time to propose an amendment. The bill will be considered next week, he said.  The state is among the nation's leaders in generating film revenues.   
Business NEWS
Philip Morris to Close NC Plant, Cut 1,100 Jobs:  Philip Morris said Wednesday it will close a cigarette plant in North Carolina and put 1,100 people out of work this summer as the company consolidates its manufacturing in Virginia. The plant in Cabarrus County will close by the end of July. Philip Morris first said two years ago it would close the plant by the end of 2010. Company spokeswoman Paige Magness said some employees would be kept on to shut the plant down, a process that could last into next year. 
NC County Expects 172 Jobs in Former Textile Plant:  An Illinois food company that bought a former textile plant in North Carolina plans an operation that is expected to create 172 jobs.  The Winston-Salem Journal reported that Nonni's Food Co. already has begun operations in the old Unifi Inc. plant that it bought in December. Nonni's is based in Westchester, Ill. It makes biscotti and bagel and pita chips and similar products under the brand names of Nonni's, New York Style, Old London and Devonsheer. 
Commodity NEWS

Outbreaks in Mexico, U.S. Tied to New Flu:  The unique strain of H1N1 flu found in seven people in California and Texas has been connected to the deadly flu that has broken out in Mexico, killing as many as 60 people.  The strain has never been seen before and is raising fears of a possible pandemic.  The World Health Organization said it was concerned at what it called hundreds of "influenza-like" cases in Mexico, and also about the confirmed outbreak of the new strain of flu in the United States. 

North Carolina Strawberries Are Hitting the Market:  It’s the start of the local strawberry season in NC.  “This year’s crop looks great, and if we can keep these cool temperatures around for the remainder of the month and first of May, growers could see an exceptional season,” said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler. North Carolina strawberry season is set to hit full stride by late April, with berries expected the week of April 20 in coastal areas, the week of April 27 in the central portion of the state and the week of May 4 in western counties. North Carolina’s strawberry season typically runs through May. NC ranks fourth in the nation in strawberry production, and berry sales generated nearly $18 million in farm receipts in 2007. 
NC Cotton Acreage Taking Hit:  According to the USDA, the Tar Heel state will apparently experience the largest decline in cotton plantings in 2009 in the Southeast.  In its annual Prospective Planting report, issued March 31 by the National Agricultural Statistics Service, the USDA said that North Carolina growers intend to plant 375,000 acres of cotton this year, 13 percent less than in 2008.  
USDA Reports Point to Continued Lower Chicken Supplies:  USDA issued its Cold Storage and March Chicken and Eggs reports Tuesday afternoon, both pointing to continued reductions in chicken supplies, which should bode well for prices and poultry processors.  Total stocks of frozen chicken on March 31 were down 2 percent from the previous month and down 17 percent from last year. Breasts in storage were down 9.9 percent, and leg quarters were 29.2 percent below year-ago stocks. Larger turkey supplies pushed total poultry supplies up 3 percent from the previous month, but stocks were still down 4 percent from a year ago. Total pounds of turkey in freezers were up 10 percent from last month and up 19 percent from March 31, 2008. 
Pork, Beef Stocks in Cold Storage Decrease:  Inventories of pork and beef in refrigerated warehouses at the end of March were below year-ago levels, according to USDA's latest  cold storage report.
Frozen pork supplies were 593.2 million pounds, down 5 percent from February and down 10 percent from March 2008. Pork bellies were 73.3 million pounds, down 3 percent from February and down 26 percent from the year-ago period. Beef stocks at the end of March were 422.5 million pounds, 1 percent lower than one year ago but still nearly 2 percent above the five-year average.
FDA Confirms April 27 Effective Date for Final Feed Ban:  The FDA on Wednesday afternoon confirmed the effective date of April 27 for the final rule banning cattle materials at a high risk of carrying bovine spongiform encephalopathy from all animal feed.  The agency also established Oct. 26 as an extended date by which renderers and packers must be in compliance with the rule.
People NEWS
Nashville Cattle Farmer Receives Environmental  Award:  Linda Fisher, a beef producer from Nashville, was honored as the 2009 N.C. Environment Stewardship Award winner at the N.C. Cattlemen’s Conference. Fisher Farms maintains around 150 cows, 30 first-calf heifers, and 30 replacement heifers. The cattle are located on 700 acres in four locations in Nash and Halifax counties. 
Deaths:  Sen. Vernon Malone died last Saturday at the age of 77. His son, Rod, said he died of natural causes at his Raleigh home. The Democrat had represented District 14 in the General Assembly for four terms. 
NCDA NEWS

New Maps Pinpoint  Agritourism Adventures:Full-color, fold-out maps of North Carolina agritourism farms will soon be available at the nine state Welcome Centers, county extension offices, state farmers markets and other spots across the state. The free map, published by the NCDA&CS, is updated for 2009 and features 213 farms and vineyards. Individuals, businesses and organizations are invited to order maps, either individually, packages of 25 or boxes of 300, by contact Martha Glass, manager of the NCDA&CS Agritourism Office, at (919) 733-7887, ext. 276, or martha.glass@ncagr.gov.  In addition to these maps, a searchable directory of farms is available online at www.visitncfarms.com. 
USDA NEWS   
Non-Ambulatory Cattle Final Rule Takes Effect:  USDA's final rule prohibiting the processing of cattle that become non-ambulatory after they pass federal veterinary inspection was scheduled to go into effect Friday.  Establishment personnel must notify Food Safety and Inspection Service inspection personnel when cattle become non-ambulatory disabled after passing antemortem inspection. 

Online Aid Helps With ACRE/DCP Decision:  Funded in part by Cotton Incorporated, Texas A&M University’s Agricultural Food Policy Center (AFPC) has developed a decision aid for producers considering the new farm program ACRE. The ACRE Decision Aid provides cotton producers in every county a risk-based computer program for analyzing the ACRE decision. The Decision Aid is available at www.afpc.tamu.edu.  The 2009 deadline to sign up for ACRE or DCP has been extended to Aug. 14.

Soybean Checkoff 'Request for Referendum' Scheduled:  The USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service will conduct a Request for Referendum among eligible soybean producers beginning on May 4, 2009 and continuing through May 29, 2009, to determine if producers want a referendum on the Soybean Checkoff Program. Beginning May 4 and continuing through May 29, eligible producers who want to indicate their support for a referendum may obtain a form at their county FSA office or get forms on the internet at www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms.
Mark Your Calendar

AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar.

The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on Thursday, April 30 at 6:30 p.m. on various proposed rules related to groundwater contaminants, Archdale Building, Ground Floor Hearing Room, 512 N. Salisbury St., Raleigh. Contact: Sandra Moore, 807-6417.
2009 Strawberry Field Day, May 5, 9:30-1:00 p.m.  The event will be held at the Piedmont Research Station, Salisbury and will highlight strawberry tunnel research, plant material considerations for tun​nels, strawberry breeding research, bio​logical mite management. For info contact  Barclay Poling,  919.418.9687 or barclay_poling@ncsu.edu.

Strawberry Day at the State Farmers Market in Raleigh on April, 30 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. N.C.; at the Piedmont Triad Farmers Market in Colfax May 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; at the Charlotte Farmers Market May 8 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Strawberry Festival in Chadbourn on May 3 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

2009 Small Grains Field Day, May 5 at the Piedmont Research Station, Salisbury, N.C.Registration begins at 4 p.m.with field tours beginning at 4:30 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.  Topics will include wheat variety review; 5-year results for planting wheat before soybean harvest; tank-mixing a fungicide and insecticide with top-dress nitrogen; stagonospora thresholds research; and advances in hard wheat breeding. For information contact Randy Weisz, 919.513.5324 or randy_weisz@ncsu.edu.

Beaufort County Wheat Field Day, May 7 from 4:00 pm – 6:30 pm, Howell Farms, 4880 Terra Ceia Road,  Pantego, NC.  For more information contact Gaylon Ambrose, NC Cooperative Extension Service, 252-946-0111 or gaylon_ambrose@ncsu.edu.
The North American Meat Processors Association, the American Meat Institute Foundation and the Canadian Meat Council announced they are holding an advanced Listeria monocytogenes intervention and control workshop May 27-28 at the Allerton Hotel in Chicago.  The workshop is designed to help ready-to-eat meat processors address issues surrounding control methods and to help them assure compliance. Attendees also will learn about developing appropriate sanitation protocols and testing plans for processing RTE products. To register for for the workshop go to meatami.com/ht/d/sp/i/40701.
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