[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






April 28, 2008
[image: image1.png]Duke

& Energy-




Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company.  Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com
Legislative NEWS

Research Station Program Evaluation Report:  In 2007, the General Assembly directed the Legislative Program Evaluation Division to study the structure and management practices of the 18 agricultural research stations currently managed by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, considering ways to achieve efficiency savings and to determine whether the consolidation or transfer of these stations to another State department was "desirable and feasible".  The Program Evaluation Report will be presented on May 8th at 10:00 am to the Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee in Room 1027 in the Legislative Building. The report mirrors the Senate budget recommendation last year to cut agricultural research - $3.8 million (recurring) and $54.7 million (no-recurring). It also recommends selling in their entirety 7 research stations including Border Belt, Castle Hayne, Mountain, Oxford, Umstead, Upper Mountain and Upper Piedmont - as well as land at other research stations.  Commissioner of Agriculture Steve Troxler has written a letter expressing his displeasure and disagreement with the findings of the Legislative Program Evaluation Division - pointing out many of the discrepancies and incorrect facts contained within the document.  The members of the committee that will receive and consider this report include: Rep. Bruce Goforth, Rep. Carolyn Justice, Rep. David Lewis, Rep. Drew Saunders (co-chair), Rep. Hugh Holliman, Rep. James Langdon, Rep. Jim Crawford (co-chair), Rep. Linda Coleman, Rep. Paul Luebke, Sen. Charlie Albertson, Sen. Clark Jenkins, Sen. Dan Clodfelter (co-chair), Sen. Fletcher Hartsell (co-chair), Sen. Kay Hagan, Sen. Linda Garrou, Sen. Malcolm Graham, Sen. Martin Nesbitt, Sen. Richard Stevens, Sen. Robert Pittenger.  
Drought NEWS
Drought Conditions: Drought conditions continued to ease across the state this week, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor's latest report. For the first time since June 2007, conditions are back to normal in some North Carolina counties. Six coastal counties -- Pamlico, Hyde, Dare, Carteret, Tyrrell and Washington -- are no longer considered even "abnormally dry" in the weekly report. They account for about 12 percent of the state's area. About a third of the state -- 34 percent -- was still in "extreme" or "severe" drought status in Thursday's report, down from 46 percent last week. Those are the second and third most intensive of the four categories of drought. This week, as last, about 54 percent of the state was classified as having either "moderate" drought or "abnormally dry" conditions. 

Washington NEWS 
Bush Blasts Farm Bill Proposals, Calls for One-Year Extension:  Days after giving legislators another week to hammer out an acceptable farm bill proposal, President Bush pointed to several unacceptable aspects of their progress and called on Congress Tuesday to extend current legislation for a year.  Calling proposed tax revenue provisions that would fund $10 billion or more in cost overruns "unacceptable," and noting the bill does not include key reforms the administration had requested, Bush added, "With record farm income, now is not the time for Congress to ask other sectors of the economy to pay higher taxes in order to increase the size of government."  Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Tom Harkin (D-Iowa) blasted back, calling the Bush statement, "just the latest example of this administration's lack of cooperation to enact a new, stronger farm bill."   The House/Senate conference committee has just three days left on the one-week extension before it must propose new farm legislation to the president, pass another extension, or revert back to original farm laws enacted in 1949.

Senators Call for GAO Probe of Worker Injuries:  U.S. Sens. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) have asked the U.S. Government Accountability Office to investigate whether OSHA is effectively working to ensure that employers are accurately reporting injuries and illnesses in the workplace. Specifically, the lawmakers are requesting that GAO study "OSHA's efforts to ensure that employers are properly recording injuries and illnesses; assess the trends in the number and types of recordkeeping audits and targeted inspections OSHA has conducted; provide information on any studies or research available on the extent to which employers underreport injuries and illnesses; conduct a survey of occupational physicians in professional associations such as the American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine who have expressed concerns about employer underreporting; and provide suggestions on how to improve OSHA's efforts."     
Campaign NEWS 
Wright's Seat: State elections officials said Thursday that the race for the 18th House District seat will continue as scheduled -- with convicted felon and former Rep. Thomas Wright on the ballot. Votes for Wright, one of three Democratic candidates on the ballot for his old seat, will be tallied during the election, state elections director Gary Bartlett said. Felons are barred by the state constitution from holding an elected office. But Board of Elections members are divided on whether Wright's disqualification became official April 7 when he was convicted of fraud or when his appeals are exhausted.  The board likely will consider the issue in May before election results are finalized. Also Thursday, the state elections board ruled that Kelly Hastings did not meet residency requirements to run for the 100th House District seat. Hastings said she will likely appeal the decision to the state Court of Appeals. The ruling leaves Gaston County Commissioner Pearl Burris Floyd as the lone Republican candidate for the seat. Unless the ruling is overturned in court, she will face Davy Lowman, a Cleveland County Democrat, in the general election. The 100th House District encompasses portions of Gaston and Cleveland counties.        
Business NEWS  
New Poultry Plant in Kinston:  Sanderson Farms Inc. on Thursday said it will invest $126.5 million to construct a new feed mill, hatchery and poultry processing plant in Kinston, N.C.  These facilities will comprise a state-of-the-art poultry complex with the capacity to process 1.25 million birds per week for the retail chill-pack market. At full capacity, the complex will employ approximately 1,500 people, will require 130 contract growers and will be equipped to process and sell 6.7 million pounds per week of dressed poultry meat at full production.  The company expects to begin construction of the facilities this summer, with initial operation of the new complex scheduled to begin during the fourth fiscal quarter of 2009.  
Italy Trip: Gov. Mike Easley left for Italy on Friday, kicking off what his office calls a business development trip. One of Easley's visits will be to Arneg, an Italian manufacturing company that is building a plant in Davidson County. Easley said he hopes to attract some Italian tourists to North Carolina. Because of the weak dollar, North Carolina might be more attractive to both Italian business leaders and tourists, he said. Among other things, Easley said the North Carolina delegation will get a look at the wine industry, which is becoming increasingly important in North Carolina. 

Environmental News

OLF Meetings: The Navy said Thursday that it plans to hold several informal meetings to gather public input on potential sites in Virginia and North Carolina for a jet practice landing field. The Navy said it will have seven "scoping" meetings during the next two weeks, beginning Monday in Barco.  The Navy is preparing environmental assessments of two sites in North Carolina and three in Virginia. 
Commodity News
Pesticide Regulations: At state task force has recommended a laundry list of changes to state pesticide laws. The plan would cost $1.6 million to implement and would affect tens of thousands of migrant farm workers, along with the farmers who hire them.  The recommendations include several new training programs for farm workers and tougher record-keeping requirements for farms that use pesticides, as well as beefed up tracking of pesticide poisoning cases. But advocates said the task force failed to include two key changes: a requirement that farmers document the exact time that workers return to fields after a pesticide application, and a new process that would keep confidential the names of workers who file pesticide complaints with the state. The task force suggested a law against retaliation, but did not allow workers to complain confidentially. 
USDA NEWS
Petition Filed to Keep all Downers out of Food Supply: The American Meat Institute and the National Meat Association, along with the National Milk Producers Federation, on Tuesday filed a Citizen Petition with the USDA's FSIS requesting that the agency amend the rules so that non-ambulatory, disabled cattle are not permitted into the meat supply in any circumstance.  Specifically, the petition requests that 9 CFR 309.3 be amended to eliminate the provision that authorizes a public health veterinarian to allow, in limited circumstances, cattle that become non-ambulatory after passing antemortem inspection to enter the food supply.   
Feds Issue Final Feed Rule:  The FDA published the final feed rule that expands the list of prohibited cattle materials associated with bovine spongiform encephalopathy.  The revised rule, amending FDA's 1997 ruminant feed ban, is aimed at further enhancing safeguards against BSE and will go into effect April 27, 2009. 
NCDA NEWS

Deadline for Cost-Share Programs Is May 1: Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler reminds drought-stricken livestock owners that they have until May 1 to apply for state programs that help with the cost of transporting hay to their farms.  Applications and eligibility criteria for both programs are available online at www.ncagr.com/hayalert or by calling the toll-free Hay Alert hotline at (866) 506-6222 weekdays.
Drought Relief: North Carolina farmers hurt by the drought can now tap into a $6 million fund to help them recover and prepare for the upcoming growing season, farm advocacy groups and state officials announced Tuesday. The North Carolina Agricultural Drought Recovery Program will pay 75 percent of the cost of certain drought-related expenses so farmers can get ready for the growing season and try to reduce water supply problems in the future. 

Some lawmakers said Tuesday that they will push the General Assembly to give another $6 million for the effort when they reconvene in Raleigh next month. "I'm certainly advocating for it," said House Speaker Joe Hackney, D-Orange, who also runs a family cattle farm in Chatham County.  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler said his department was sending out 60,000 letters Tuesday to farmers and others about the program. The state's 96 soil and water conservation offices will begin receiving applications May 1. 

Water-Wise Gardening Campaign:  The NCDA&CS and the state’s nursery and landscape industry have launched a campaign to educate the public about how they can successfully grow plants in the home landscape even during periods of drought and water restrictions. The Water-Wise Works! media campaign is a partnership between the department, the N.C. Green Industry Council and N.C. State University’s Department of Horticultural Science. For more info go to www.TarHeelGardening.com.   
Mark Your Calendar

The Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee will meet on May 8th at 10:00 a.m. in Room 1027 in the Legislative Building.

Poultry 101 Workshop will be held on May 20-22 at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville.  Poultry 101 is a three-day, hands-on workshop that introduces participants to the production and processing factors that impact final product quality, safety and consistency.  For more information on how to register, visit www.poultry101.com.

The U.S. Poultry & Egg Association's Poultry & Egg Institute has scheduled the 2008 Financial Management Seminar, which aims to help processors stay abreast of best practices to cope with the continually changing financial-management environment.  The seminar will be held June 23-25 at the Hilton Myrtle Beach Hotel in Myrtle Beach, S.C.  The cost to attend the seminar is $100 for USPOULTRY members and $200 for non-members. For more information on this seminar and a comprehensive list of upcoming USPOULTRY seminars, visit www.poultryegg.org.

[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png]