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ANIMAL HEALTH




Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Animal Health conducts business in 40 countries and employs about 2,700 people worldwide. Novartis Animal Health US, Inc., is headquartered in Greensboro, NC, and has a Research and Development facility in Larchwood, IA.  Our pet products are effective aids in preventing internal and external parasites and treating such ailments as arthritic pain and kidney, heart and allergic diseases.  For farm animals, we offer therapeutic products to treat parasitic and bacterial diseases and are consistently developing new vaccines to prevent diseases in livestock and farmed fish.  Specific needs of food producers in the area of farm bioprotection are met by providing innovative fly control products and services, as well. 

For more information, please visit http://www.ah.novartis.com.

Washington NEWS
Cuba Farm Trade Barrier Targeted:  Farm-state members of Congress are trying once again to force the executive branch of the government to remove barriers to sales of wheat, rice and other U.S. agricultural products to Cuba. Rep. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., and 17 other members have introduced the Agricultural Export Facilitation Act of 2009, legislation that would eliminate the requirement that those products be paid for by the Cuban government prior to shipment. The Moran bill, H.R. 1737, would permit direct payments between Cuban and U.S. financial institutions, a change that would permit U.S. exporters to receive payments within hours instead of days and will eliminate an unnecessary transaction fee. 

Legislative NEWS

Smoking Ban Passes NC House:  Smoking would be banned in restaurants and other businesses where minors are present, but bars could still allow customers to puff away while drinking their pilsner, under a bill approved by the House Thursday. The House voted 72-45 to approve the measure and send it to the Senate, where its chances of passage appear good. The House on Wednesday narrowed the smoking ban's scope from a version that would have forbidden smoking from all workplaces, including bars and restaurants. The measure now would ban smoking in businesses that employ or serve anyone under age 18, but not to most other businesses that post signs at the doorway that smoking is allowed. Fraternal and veterans' clubs would be exempt from the smoking ban. Counties and cities could impose even tighter restrictions.

Water Use Legislation:  Water rights in North Carolina may soon undergo dramatic changes that could include requirements for permits for large users and the creation of regional planning organizations to manage the supply of water in individual river basins. The permit requirements and regional water planning are part of legislation filed by Sen. Dan Clodfelter, D-Mecklenburg, last week. Clodfelter said on Tuesday that the bill may not be taken up by a Senate committee for several weeks. He said legislative staff members are collecting comments from people interested in the legislation. The bill would require that water users who use more than 100,000 gallons a day from surface waters or groundwater obtain a permit from state regulators which would set limits on withdrawals. It would also give the General Assembly the power to set up regional planning organizations, whose members could include current water system operators, to plan and manage water supplies in individual river basins. 

House Panel OKs Anti-OLF Bill:  A bill aimed at deterring the U.S. Navy from building an outlying landing field in northeastern North Carolina passed its first hurdle Tuesday, as a House committee signed off on the legislation. The 15-member House Judiciary Committee unanimously approved the bill, which requires the federal government to seek state permission before acquiring land to build a jet landing strip in a county where an existing military base with aircraft squadrons doesn’t already exist.   Neither Camden nor Gates County — the two sites in North Carolina the Navy is studying as potential OLF sites — has a military base. 

Commodity NEWS

More Hogs Now, Fewer Later:  USDA's quarterly Hogs and Pigs report issued Friday showed more hogs kept for marketing than expected, but fewer kept for breeding, leading analysts to call the report bearish for hog prices in the short term, but bullish in the long term.  USDA reported 59.4 million hogs kept for marketing, a 2.7 percent decline from a year ago, but 0.5 percent more than the market was expecting. It reported 6 million sows kept for breeding, nearly 1 percent fewer than analysts predicted.  Even with fewer hogs kept for breeding, however, the number of hogs saved per litter continued to climb, making analysts nervous about how much real reduction in hog production will result. USDA reported 9.48 pigs saved per litter in the December-February period, up 2.6 percent from a year ago and nearly 1 percent higher than analysts expected. 
Business NEWS

Furniture Jobs Leaving NC County in Consolidation:  La-Z-Boy Inc. is taking 250 jobs out its plant in Wilkes County to consolidate with operations in Caldwell County, where officials have given the company $500,000 in incentives. The consolidation would add 30 jobs to the 200-employee plant in Caldwell over five years. 

Tomato Growers Offer Scholarship:  The North Carolina Tomato Growers Association is offering a $1,000 merit/need-based scholarship for the 2009-2010 academic year. Any NC resident who pursues a horticulture or agribusiness undergraduate or graduate degree at a four-year NC college or university is eligible to apply.  The deadline for submitting an application is June 30.  Additional information is also available at www.nctomatoes.com.

Farmers Market Receives $400,000 Grant:  A $400,000 grant from the N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund Commission will help the Nash Area Farmers Market expand its vendor space and parking. The funds will be used for a new 52- by 105-foot open shelter, renovations to the existing facility, 46 more parking spaces and a brick walkway that will connect the two buildings.  
Environmental NEWS 

Ag Alliance Urges Action on Pesticide Ruling:  On January 7th, 2009, the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals vacated EPA’s 2007 rule exempting certain pesticide applications that are compliant with the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) from the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) provisions of the Clean Water Act (CWA).  Due to the Court’s actions, farmers will enter into future growing seasons with threats of legal action unless your Agency takes appropriate legal action to appeal the decision before an en banc panel of the 6th Circuit. The Agricultural Alliance is encouraging individuals to contact EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson requesting she file a petition for a rehearing of the 6th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling.   This is a time sensitive matter and your timely response is important.  The deadline is April 9th for filing.  For a copy of the proposed letter, contact Glenn Jernigan, Glenn Jernigan & Associates, Governmental Affairs Consultants, 910-323-0415, GJFC1996@infionline.net.

TVA Agrees to Pursue Renewable Energy Purchases:  In the face of looming legislative pressures for cleaner energy, the nation's largest public utility agreed Thursday to buy more than a nuclear reactor's worth of electricity from renewable energy sources.  The Tennessee Valley Authority board gave President and CEO Tom Kilgore authority to sign contracts totaling up to 2,000 megawatts of renewable and clean energy by 2011, with some of the power entering TVA's seven-state system as early as 2010.

USDA NEWS  

Ag Secretary Reinstates Base Acreage:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the rule terminating base acres on federal land has been rescinded. As a result of Vilsack's action, farmers who lease federal land are again considered eligible to receive payments under the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) on federal land with base acres. 

USDA Extends Sign-up Date for DCP and ACRE Programs:  Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack announced that USDA has extended the sign-up deadline from June 1, to Aug. 14, 2009, for both the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and the forthcoming Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program. For more information visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Assistance to Benefit Turkey, Pork, Lamb and Walnut Industries: USDA intends to purchase turkey, pork, lamb, and walnut products for federal food nutrition assistance programs. USDA intends to purchase $60 million of turkey, $25 million of pork, $2 million of lamb, and $29.7 million of walnuts for federal food nutrition assistance programs. With today's announcement to buy commodities, USDA will survey potential suppliers to seeking the lowest overall cost by publicly inviting bids and awarding contracts to responsible bidders. Interested suppliers should contact the appropriate Contracting Officer for each commodity program, which can be found on the AMS Commodity Procurement Web page: www.ams.usda.gov/cp.

Conservation Innovation Grant Applications:  The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is requesting applications for Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG).  CIG grants are used to stimulate the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and technologies. Grant proposals can not exceed $75,000 and must be a minimum of $3,000. Applications must be received by Friday May 15, 2009.  For more information www.nc.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CIG/index.html.

MILC Payments On Their Way to Dairy Farmers:  Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack announced today that because of low dairy prices across the country, producers participating in USDA's Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) program will begin to receive payments. USDA makes MILC payments on a monthly basis when the Boston Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per hundredweight as adjusted for feed costs. The monthly Boston price along with final MILC payment rates are posted online at www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA.

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for April 2009:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for April 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge is 0.625 percent, up from 0.500 in March 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during April 2009 is 1.625 percent, up from 1.500 in March 2009. The interest rate for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for April 2009 is 2.500 percent, up from 2.250 percent in March 2009. The maximum discount rate applicable for April 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from March 2009. 
 Mark Your Calendar
AgForum with Congresswoman Virginia Foxx: On April 7, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congresswoman Virginia Foxx at Carolina Farm Credit in Statesville, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congressman Heath Shuler: On April 9, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Heath Shuler at The Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar. 
The Kerr Lake Regional Water System will hold a public meeting on Tuesday, April 7 at 4 p.m. on the system's request for an interbasin transfer from the source river basin of the Roanoke River to the receiving river basins of the Tar River, Fishing Creek, and the Neuse River at Vance Granville Community College, Civic Center, 200 Community House Rd., Henderson; Wednesday, April 8 at 4 p.m. at Creedmoor City Hall, 111 Masonic St., Creedmoor.

The Legislative Research Commission Advisory Subcommittee on Offshore Energy Exploration will meet on Wednesday, April 15 at 10 a.m., Jim Graham Building, N.C. State Fair Grounds, Raleigh. 

Agritourism Networking Association will sponsor a workshop for agritourism farmers on Thursday, April 16, 3 p.m.-7:30 p.m., Hope Plantation at Roanoke-Chowan Heritage Center, 132 Hope House Road, Windsor.  The workshop will focus on starting and marketing an agritourism venture, obtaining liability insurance, and resources available through the Agritourism Office. The cost for the workshop is $15 and includes dinner. For more information or to register, go to www.ncagr.gov/agritourism.

Animal Ag Alliance hosts an animal welfare conference, "Politics, Activism and Religion: Influencing the Debate on Animal Welfare in America", scheduled for May 12 and 13 at the Hotel Monaco in Alexandria, Va. The meeting will address such topics as improved security, proposed legislation and potential ballot initiatives. The summit is targeted at mid- and senior-level management of companies at all places in the food chain, from ranches to restaurants, as well as government and legislative decision-makers. The goal is to build bridges across the food chain, to develop solutions to address the issues of animal welfare, antibiotics, environmental concerns and public health.  To register go to www.animalagalliance.org.
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