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April 23, 2012

Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions requiring straight answers.  Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent letters or e-mails to elected officials asking about our nation’s energy policy.  Start now by clicking https://www.ourenergy.coop/ to ask your elected officials three clear questions to get Congress headed in the right direction.  Brought to you by North Carolina’s electric co-operatives.

Washington NEWS
Kissell Joins Blue Dogs:  U.S. Rep. Larry Kissell (N.C.-8th) has joined the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coalition, a group of centrist House Democrats.  Kissell’s voting record is predominantly centrist, but since redistricting, Kissell faces a tough reelection now that his district is much more conservative.
Activity on Farm Bill and Ag Funding Package Picks Up: The House Ag Committee advanced, by voice vote, the proposal to satisfy reconciliation instructions required by House Concurrent Resolution 112. Instructions included making policy changes that resulted in one, five, and 10 year saving estimates of $7.7 billion, $19.7 billion, and $33.2 billion, respectively. The proposal achieves these savings by making reforms in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). Over the last 10 years, the cost of the SNAP program has grown 270 percent. The Committee proposed closing loopholes, reducing waste and abuse, and increasing the integrity of the program to ensure SNAP serves only those households who qualify for the program. The proposal would cut costs by 4 percent. On the Senate side, the Senate Ag Committee is still expected to hold a markup by the end of April.  Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) has been working with ranking member Pat Roberts (R-KS) to produce a bipartisan mark and has reportedly joined him in opposing target price increases for commodities.   The committee members will likely preview the draft privately and their initial reaction will determine how soon it will be released. The House Ag Committee will likely wait to initiate action on the Farm Bill until after the Senate Ag Committee has acted.
Ag Groups Urge Action on Estate Tax: The American Soybean Association (ASA) joined counterparts from the commodity, dairy, livestock, and specialty crop industries in urging the House and Senate to enact legislation before the end of the year to provide permanent and meaningful estate tax relief. In letters to both chambers, the groups encouraged Congress to show its support for "permanent and meaningful estate tax relief" with the cosponsorship of bills reforming the estate tax. In the House, Rep. Kevin Brady (R-Texas) has introduced the Death Tax Repeal Permanency Act (H.R. 1259), while Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) has advanced the counterpart Senate bill of the same name (S. 2242).

Colombia FTA Takes Effect May 15: The U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement will take effect May 15. As part of the agreement, more than half of all U.S. farm exports to Colombia will become duty-free, with virtually all of the remaining tariffs to be eliminated over the next 15 years. The International Trade Commission (ITC) estimates that the agreement will expand overall exports to Colombia by more than $1.1 billion and support thousands of additional American jobs.
NC Legislative NEWS

N.C. Legislature to Consider Energy Bills in May:  A package of three energy bills will be introduced in the General Assembly’s short session in May.  A state Senate committee on energy policy voted to advance three bills that deal with fracking, allowing gas exploration in the Atlantic Ocean, and a pilot program to generate fuel from grass treated with hog farm waste. The Legislative Research Commission’s Committee on Energy Policy Issues proposal would legalize fracking in a little more than two years while ensuring the process is safe and environmentally responsible.
Immigration NEWS
H-2B Employers Needed as Plaintiffs: A message from Immigration Works: "As many of you know, a group of H-2B employers is suing the Department of Labor to try to block onerous new H-2B regulations issued by DOL in the past 18 months. One of the regulations would significantly raise the prevailing wage most H-2B employers are required to pay employees. The other would add new burdensome bureaucratic requirements that could make the program all but unusable for many employers.  The lawyers handling the case need plaintiffs - H-2B employers who are willing to participate in the case. The case can't proceed without employers who can explain how the new rules would adversely affect their businesses. The lawyers are particularly eager to find plaintiffs in Northern Florida but welcome any participation from anywhere in the U.S. If you are interested, please contact Steven Weiss at 202-480-2076 [immediately]. There is no cost or other obligation, and all information provided will be strictly confidential." 
Animal Activism NEWS

HSUS Files FTC Complaint:  The Humane Society of the United States filed a legal complaint with the Federal Trade Commission, asserting that the National Pork Producers Council is engaging in deceptive advertising related to animal well-being in violation of the Federal Trade Commission Act. The complaint alleges that the pork industry’s public descriptions of its “We Care Initiative” and “Pork Quality Assurance Plus” program are riddled with numerous false claims regarding the welfare of pigs.  The National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) released a statement saying that the complaint is likely in response to the pork industry’s opposition to congressional legislation that would prescribe cage sizes for egg-laying hens, saying it would set a “dangerous precedent” for allowing the federal government to regulate on-farm production practices, including animal housing.  The NPPC said it would look further into HSUS’ complaint once it’s made public.
Environmental NEWS
Forum to Address Challenges of Nutrients in Waterways: N.C. environmental officials are inviting people to a May forum in Durham on more effective and economically sound solutions to the water quality problems caused by nutrient pollution. The North Carolina Forum on Nutrient Over-Enrichment: The Science, Economics and Options for Proactive Public Policy is scheduled for May 29-30 at the Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center in Durham. The event is being hosted by the state Environmental Management Commission and the N.C. Division of Water Quality. Click here for more info. Reduced registration costs are available for those who register before May 1. 

EPA Issues Updated Air Pollution Standards for Oil and Natural Gas: In response to a court deadline, the U.S. EPA has finalized standards to reduce air pollution associated with oil and natural gas production. The updated standards, required by the Clean Air Act, were informed by the feedback from a range of stakeholders including the public, public health groups, states and industry. In a release, EPA states, “the final standards reduce implementation costs while also ensuring they are achievable and can be met by relying on proven, cost-effective technologies as well as processes already in use at approximately half of the fractured natural gas wells in the United States. These technologies will not only reduce 95 percent of the emissions from these wells that contribute to smog, they will also enable companies to collect additional natural gas that can be sold.”  Click here for more information.
University NEWS

Crop Science Department Head Named: The director of a University of Florida research and education center has been named head of the North Carolina State University Department of Crop Science. Dr. Jeff Mullahey, the new crop science department head, has been a faculty member in the University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences for the last 22 years. He will assume his new duties at N.C. State June 1. Mullahey earned a bachelor’s degree in animal science and a master’s degree in agronomy from N.C. State. Mullahey’s professional roots also are in North Carolina. After earning his bachelor’s degree, he was an extension agent with what was then the North Carolina Agricultural Extension Service in Anson County from 1980 until 1983.

CEFS to Hold Field Day May 3 in Goldsboro: The Center for Environmental Farming Systems will hold a field day and open houses on May 3 at the center’s 2,000 acre Goldsboro farm. The events will showcase research and extension activities related to sustainable agriculture. The event is open to the public and advanced registration is required. The $10 fee includes a local foods dinner. For more information or to register for the field day, visit the CEFS website at www.cefs.ncsu.edu. For registration information, contact Amber Polk, amber_polk@ncsu.edu.
Business NEWS
Ashley Furniture to Create 550 Jobs in Davie County: Ashley Furniture, a manufacturer and distributor of home furnishings, will locate a new manufacturing and distribution facility in Davie County.  Ashley Furniture expects to create 550 new jobs over the next five years and invest $80 million in land, buildings, machinery and equipment. The announcement was made possible in part by a state Job Development Investment Grant and a One North Carolina Fund award.
Furniture Manufacturer to Create 42 Jobs in Guilford County:  Stanley Furniture Inc., a manufacturer and marketer of premium wood residential furniture, will expand its presence in High Point by consolidating its showroom and two existing corporate offices to a new facility. The company plans to create 42 jobs and invest $4 million over the next three years in High Point. The project was made possible in part by a $335,000 grant from the One North Carolina Fund.  
Commodity NEWS
Field Days Will Highlight Advances in Wheat Research: Wheat farmers can learn about advances in research on the crop at three field days across the state in May. The field days are sponsored by the N.C. Small Grain Growers Association with cooperation from the U.S. Agricultural Research Service and NCSU. Admission is free. The schedule is as follows: May 8 — Wilton Shooter and Sons Farm, U.S. 301, Rowland; May 10 — Granny Branch Farms, N.C. 33, Aurora; May 15 — Piedmont Research Station, 8350 Sherrills Ford Road, Salisbury. Registration opens at 3:30 p.m. and field tours start at 4. For more info, contact the N.C. Small Grain Growers Association at 910-736-8258.

Wheat Strip Rust in N.C.: Wheat stripe rust has been found in N.C. The fast-spreading and damaging disease was found on a farm in the southern end of North Carolina.  NCSU Small Grains Specialist Randy Weisz says it’s unusual to see the disease in N.C., but if it’s found, spray should be used immediately.  He noted that Folicur and Prosaro are the principle sprays used to treat stripe rust.  Infected fields will have a yellow look, and the leaves will have lines of small, yellowish rust pustules. 
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS Opens The Pavilion at Southeastern N.C. Agricultural Center: Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler joined state legislators and local dignitaries in officially opening the new 55,387-square-foot multipurpose pavilion at the Southeastern N.C. Agricultural Center Tuesday. “This Pavilion will give the center the capacity to attract larger events to Lumberton, including horse and livestock shows, tractor pulls, trade shows and concerts,” said Troxler. The new facility includes a 32,660-square-foot show ring, a ticket office, a concession area with catering options, a hospitality room and an event control room. 
USDA NEWS

ABC Airs Critical Report on Poultry Plan; USDA Extends Comment Period: ABC World News recently ran a report, “USDA to Let Industry Self-Inspect Chicken”, that was critical of USDA’s new poultry inspection proposal. FSIS announced that it will extend the comment period 30 days for a proposed rule to modernize the way young chickens and turkeys are inspected. The original deadline to submit comments was April 26. The new deadline to receive comments is 30 days after the notice announcing the extension publishes in the Federal Register. The request to extend the comment period was made by constituents and the Agency agreed.  The notice clarifies answers to questions from several groups; the posting of those answers ensures that the groups and the public have access to the same information. The notice also specifies that FSIS is seeking information and data on potential impacts of line speed on worker safety. The notice announcing the extension will be posted on the FSIS website and will publish in the Federal Register. Comments may be submitted through the Federal eRulemaking Portal at www.regulations.gov, or by mail to U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), FSIS, Docket Clerk, Patriots Plaza 3, 355 E. Street SW, 8-163A, Mailstop 3782, Washington, DC 20250-3700. All items submitted by mail or electronic mail must include the agency name and docket number, which will be assigned when it is published in the Federal Register.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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