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NC Legislative NEWS

Committee Assignments:  Senate leader Marc Basnight has made the following committee assignments: Sen. Stan Bingham, R-Davidson, ranking minority member of the Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources Committee; Newly appointed Sen. Pete Bland, D-Craven, has been named a member of the Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources Committee; Sen. Jerry Tillman, R-Randolph, ranking minority member of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural and Economic Resources.
Eminent Domain: A House study committee has recommended draft legislation that would make clear that local government can't use condemnation powers for economic development projects. The House Select Committee on Eminent Domain Powers stopped short of endorsing a constitutional amendment to ban the use of eminent domain authority for economic development, a move that critics of a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision wanted.  Rep. Bruce Goforth, D-Buncombe and co-chair of the committee, said passage of a law could be put in place more quickly than a constitutional change, which he doesn’t think is unneeded. However, Daren Bakst, an analyst with the conservative John Locke Foundation, believes a constitutional amendment is the only way North Carolinians will be protected from eminent domain abuse.

Campaign NEWS
Complaint Dismissed:  The Federal Elections Commission has dismissed a complaint against U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge, D-N.C. The complaint was filed in December and alleged that Etheridge used campaign funds to pay his personal federal and state income taxes. The FEC ruled Etheridge used campaign funds to pay legitimate federal and state income taxes for interest earned on campaign savings, insurance for events and payment to the campaign’s accountant.

Washington NEWS

Grassley Backs Extending Farm Bill:  Sen. Charles Grassley said last week he supports ideas circulating in Congress to extend for one more year current farm program payments and trade promotion authority, which lets the White House put trade agreements to a straight yes or no vote.  The 2002 farm bill is now up for debate, but world trade talks on reforming agricultural subsidies, which could shape the new U.S. law, have stalled.  Trade promotion authority is due to expire in July 2007.  Without it, any negotiated trade agreement put to Congress by President Bush would be open to amendments that could change it materially or effectively kill it.  There’s been a bit of talk on the Hill of combining a one-year extension of the farm bill with a one-year extension of trade promotion authority.  Grassley seems to think that would be a very good thing to do..
Pump Pressure: To combat soaring gas prices, the state’s congressional representatives are jumping aboard energy bills. U.S. GOP Sens. Richard Burr and Elizabeth Dole have links on the issue on their Web sites, Democratic U.S. Rep. David Price of Chapel Hill has an online letter to constituents on his and U.S. Rep. Brad Miller, a Raleigh Democrat, brought up the question at a Science Committee hearing last Thursday. Last week, Senate Republicans announced a plan to give $100 gas rebates to citizens, spend billions on alternative fuels research and open an Alaskan nature reserve to oil drilling. Several Western North Carolina Republicans- U.S. Reps. Sue Myrick, Virginia Foxx, Patrick McHenry and Charles Taylor- have signed onto legislation to open the Outer Continental Shelf in the Atlantic Ocean to natural gas exploration. On the Democratic side, U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge of Lillington was an original co-sponsor last fall of another bill that tries to define price gouging. It would fine corporations $100 million and individuals $1 million. Butterfield, Price and U.S. Rep. Mel Watt of Charlotte have signed onto the bill. Democrats are trying to gather support for a parliamentary move to force a vote on the measure. 

Business NEWS

Ammonium Nitrate Fertilizer:  Feed and fertilizer dealers are responding to federal regulations, which go into effect in October, by reducing stocks of ammonium nitrate, and perhaps not carrying it at all.  Past concerns with nitrogen fertilizer have been linked to the cost of oil and natural gas. This time the shortage has nothing to do with fuel costs but worries that terrorists may use it make ombs. Several legislative attempts to regulate and record the sale of ammonium nitrate have failed since the Oklahoma City bombing. But legislators included extensive record-keeping requirements for dealers of ammonium nitrate in the 2007 federal farm bill. 

Reynolds American to Buy Conwood:   Reynolds American Inc., the second- largest U.S. cigarette maker, agreed to buy Conwood for $3.5 billion to jump into the smokeless tobacco business. Conwood, based in Memphis, Tennessee, is the second-largest U.S. manufacturer of smokeless products and has the top-selling Kodiak and Grizzly brands.  Reynolds is trying to hold on to customers switching to snuff brands such as UST Inc.'s Copenhagen and Skoal. Investors said Altria Group Inc.'s Philip Morris USA may also enter the $3.8 billion-a-year smokeless tobacco market, which is growing about 5 percent a year as workplace and restaurant smoking bans make it harder to light up.
Commodity NEWS        
Weather and Crops:  Weekly temperatures averaged as much as 20º F above normal across the Plains and Midwest for the week of April 10-16, according to the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). In fact, temperatures of 100º F and higher could be seen as far north as southern Kansas.   Bottom line, the earlier, warmer weather accelerated development of drought-stressed winter grain in the Southern Plains and Southwest, while hampering the emergence of newly planted dry land summer grains.  Conversely, wet weather and below-normal temperatures continue to slow planting in parts of California and the Northwest. Likewise, moderate precipitation cross the Corn Belt held planting behind the normal pace. 

Milk Production Increases:  Dairy hay customers could be tightening their belts in coming months. According to Red River Farm Network, milk production continues to rocket higher, prompting some speculation that lower milk prices are on the way. USDA reports U.S. milk production was up 5.5% in March, the second straight month with production increasing by more than 5%. Because cows are milking well and producing calves worth $500 each, dairymen are retaining cows, which lowered slaughter numbers. With more milk production per cow and more cows, it is predicted that milk prices will decrease to discourage further expansion of the milk supply. Lower milk prices will put downward pressure on the hay market in 2006.  

NC Goat Farm Wins:  According to a panel of judges at the 2005 Southern Foodways Alliance, the Owen family and its Spinning Spider Creamery make the best goat cheese in the South. Their bloomy rind Stackhouse, an aged loaf with a white rind and a thin layer of organic apple wood ash down the center, is the prize-winner. Chris and Jeff Owen and their three sons run the Madison County micro-dairy nestled in a cove beside their home. Their goat herd currently includes 40 does and 80 babies.

Human Bird Flu Deaths:  The World Health Organization confirmed Friday that there have been 12 human cases of bird flu in Egypt, four of them fatal.  That took the global total to 114 deaths out of 204 cases since 2003. 

Cattle On Feed Estimates:  Market bears had an extra reason to roar with the Cattle On Feed Report released Friday. The inventory is reported at 9% ahead of last year, and 10% higher than April 1, 2004. In fact, it's the largest April 1 inventory since the series began 10 years ago.  Likewise, cattle placement in feedlots for March was 5% ahead of last year, while marketings were down slightly.   Moreover, the Livestock Slaughter report issued by USDA last week pegs beef production and total red meat production at record high levels. Beef production for March (2.21 billion lbs.) is 8% higher than a year ago on 5% more cattle being slaughtered. Average carcass weights (average 1,273 lbs.) are 36 lbs. heavier than a year ago.
People in the NEWS

Appointments: Gov. Mike Easley announced a number of appointments last week: John M. Bell, Goldsboro, to North Carolina’s Eastern Region Development Commission. Bell is vice chairman of the Wayne County Board of Commissioners, a retired probation and parole judicial district manager and a retired first sergeant in the United States Air Force.

Claude Allen: A Maryland District Court judge has agreed to postpone the trial of former White House advisor Claude Allen. Allen, 45, faces charges of fraudulently stealing items from Target and Hecht’s department stores near his Gaithersburg, Md., home. Allen went to high school and college in North Carolina and worked on the staff of former U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms in the 1980s. Allen’s attorney requested the trial delay earlier this week. A new trial date has yet to be set.

USDA NEWS
Korea to Resume U.S. Beef Imports:  South Korea’s chief veterinary officer today said that country will resume imports of U.S. beef as early as June.  Imports will be limited to boneless cuts from cattle younger than 30 months.  Korea’s Agriculture Ministry said recent tests have shown American beef to be safe.  

Farm Subsidies:   After it became clear Tuesday that the WTO would miss its end of April deadline for a key deal on agricultural commodities, French Trade Minister Christine Lagarde said the United States must limit subsidies on farm products “which are distorting global trade.”  Lagarde says France has a “very firm position” on supporting the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy.  France is the leading proponent of high import tariffs, subsidies and other protections for Europe’s farmers.  Lagarde also suggested scaling back expectations for a major breakthrough in agricultural trade.

Mark Your Calendar
NC Agribusiness Council Golf Tournament will be held at the Asheboro Country Club in Asheboro, NC on Monday, May 15.  If you are interested in participating, please contact Fran Salter at the Council at 919-782-4063.

NC Agribusiness Council AgDay at the General Assembly will be held in Raleigh on Tuesday, June 13. If you are interested in participating, please contact Fran Salter at the Council at 919-782-4063. 
The Marine Fisheries Commission Strategic Habitat Advisory Committee will meet Monday, May 1st at 10 a.m. in CMAST Building, Room 205, 303 College Circle, Morehead City.

The Environmental Review Commission will meet Wednesday, May 3rd at 9:30 a.m. in 544 Legislative Office Building.

ERC Risk Based/Limit Liability for Environmental Cleanups Working Group will meet Wednesday, May 3rd at 2 p.m. in 605 Legislative Office Building.

A regional meeting about avian flu and the state's poultry industry will be held on Wednesday, May 3rd at the Duplin County Cooperative Extension Center, 165 Agriculture Drive, Kenansville. Contact: James Parsons, 910-296-2143.

The Joint Legislative Commission on Seafood and Aquaculture will meet Thursday May 4th  at 1 p.m. in  544 Legislative Office Building.

The Marine Fisheries Commission Sea Mullet Fishery Management Plan Advisory

Committee will meet Thursday, May 4th at 6 p.m. in Room B204, Administration Building, Craven County Community College, New Bern. Contact: Nancy Fish, 910-796-7215.

An agricultural field day with experts from N.C. State University and the canola oil industry will be held Thursday, May 4th at 5 p.m. to highlight the crop's potential as an alternative fuel at Mason Farms, 341 Swain Mill Road, Harrellsville. Contact: Ben Rich, 919-515-9782.
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