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NC Legislative NEWS

Illegal Immigration.  Illegal immigrants seeking jobs with public employers or businesses contracted with the state would be ineligible for employment under a bill filed Wednesday. The measure, filed by Sen. Robert Pittenger, R-Mecklenburg, would require employers to participate in a federal work authorization program to verify that new employees are in the country legally. Also, all individuals would need proof of legal presence in the state to receive social services under the proposal. 

Eminent Domain.  Republicans from both chambers have filed bills that would attempt to limit North Carolina's ability to acquire homes and businesses for private economic projects.   Bills were filed by Sens. Jim Forrester, R-Gaston, Robert Pittenger, R-Mecklenburg, and Fred Smith, R-Johnston, as well as Rep. Mitch Gillespie, R-McDowell.

Three Chairs.  House Speaker Jim Black has appointed three Democrats as co-leaders of the House Rules Committee for the upcoming legislative session. Reps. Nelson Cole of Rockingham County, Marian McLawhorn of Pitt County, and Mickey Michaux of Durham County will lead the panel, which controls the flow of legislation through committees and to the House floor. The trio replaces former Rep. Bill Culpepper, D-Chowan and according to Speaker Black will broaden the chamber's leadership. 
NER Supports Ag.  The NER subcommittee of appropriations released its recommendations today, and the news is good for NCDA.  The committee recommended its approval for full funding on the requests made by AgCommissioner Steve Troxler.  The NER recommendations now go to the full appropriations committee. A copy of the NER budget recommendations will be emailed to Agribusiness Council members.
Campaign NEWS
Stepping Up. Joe Boylan, a Moore County candidate for the state House, will not be running unopposed in the November general election. Maj. Gen. Manila G. Shaver notified the Moore County Board of Elections this week that he plans to run for House District 52 as a write-in candidate. Shaver said he is running because he thinks Boylan appears too closely associated with conservative activists in Raleigh. 

Provisional Votes.  Rep. Stephen Laroque's hope for retaining his 10th District seat rest on a favorable recount or a favorable ruling from the state Board of Elections. After canvassing was complete Tuesday, Laroque had 902 votes to Willie Ray Starling's 913. Laroque had been trailing by seven votes after last week's Republican primary, but lost more ground after the count of provisional ballots for Lenoir County came in. LaRoque, a two-term incumbent, says he has put the wheels in motion for both contingencies. LaRoque said Tuesday afternoon that he had already contacted the N.C. Board of Elections to request a recount. He said he is also planning to file an official protest by Thursday’s deadline.  LaRoque contends that several unaffiliated voters in Lenoir County were not offered the chance at the polls to cast ballots in either the Democratic or Republican primaries but given unaffiliated ballots. 

Crossing Over: John Ross Hendrix, who lost the Republican nomination in the 13th Congressional District last week, said he is switching parties and backing Democratic Congressman Brad Miller’s re-election. Hendrix, a Cary computer programmer, said he saw Miller as the better choice, even though he has philosophical differences with Miller, because there was no way he could back Vernon Robinson.

Vote Count.  An attorney has called for the release of the vote count for a disqualified House candidate whose name remained on Tuesday's ballot. The State Board of Elections had ruled that former Sen. Tommy Pollard did not meet the one-year residency requirement to qualify as a candidate in the 15th House District primary. Don Wright, general counsel for the board, said that Pollard's vote count won't be released because of the board's decision. John Bussian, an attorney for The Daily News of Jacksonville, said the vote tally was public record and should be released. Pollard appealed the board's decision to disqualify him on Friday in Wake County Superior Court. 

Washington NEWS

Immigration Bill Revived.  U.S. Senate leaders reached a deal Thursday, brokered by Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn., and Minority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., on an immigration bill that they'll try to pass before Memorial Day.  Key to the deal is who will be negotiating a compromise with the House.  Frist said the Senate will send 14 Republicans and 12 Democrats to negotiate with the House, with seven of the Republicans and five Democrats coming from the Judiciary Committee. The remaining seven Republicans will be chosen by Frist and remaining seven Democrats chosen by Reid.  Frist said a "considerable" number of amendments would be debated on the Senate floor.   

House Panel OKs AG Spending Bill.  The House Appropriations Committee approved an $18.5 billion fiscal year 2007 agriculture appropriations bill Tuesday, after amending it to extend peanut warehousing and Milk Income Loss Contract programs through the 2007 crop year.  

Farm Aid Fight.  Congress and the administration are at odds over a $1.5 billion assistance package for farmers that senators tucked into a $109 billion war and hurricane recovery spending bill last week.  The new subsidy would primarily help farmers in the Midwest and Southeast who already get subsidies from the federal government for growing crops such as wheat, grain, rice and corn.  The feud, which pits a bipartisan coalition of lawmakers from farm states against the White House and several public watchdog groups, may be a harbinger of a fight in 2007 over the new farm bill.  
Also Biodiesel.   Biodiesel advocates urged Congress to renew tax credits for farmers in the fledgling industry and warned of fuel disruptions this summer when oil companies implement new clean diesel rules.  Ethanol has grabbed most of the headlines and serious investment in the renewable fuels field in the U.S., but Rep. Collin Peterson, Democratic leader on the House Agriculture Committee, told reporters that biodiesel “has as much or greater potential.   
Going Green. U.S. Reps. Robin Hayes and Bob Etheridge have recently shown their green streaks. Hayes, R-N.C., recently took up using E85 corn fuel for his 2005 Chevy Suburban, and has introduced a bill that he hopes will make the cleaner-burning fuel more widely available. Etheridge, D-N.C., also introduced legislation that would promote biofuels by requiring 75 percent of American-made cars to be able to run on alternative fuels within six years. 

Congress Split on Ethanol.  Deep divisions emerged on Capitol Hill Wednesday over whether the U.S. should suspend or lower fuel ethanol import tariffs in the face of high gasoline pump prices.  House Speaker Dennis Hastert, who represents the ethanol-producing state of Illinois, said Wednesday that he doesn’t see an economic plus in it right now.  His remarks contrasted with statements Tuesday by the No. 2 Republican in the House, John Boehner of Ohio, who said he thought a temporary reduction in the tariffs could help lower fuel prices.  The Senate also has a split forming along regional lines. 
Offshore Drilling.  A U.S. House committee voiced its approval for developing natural gas in restricted areas along the coast, including North Carolina's outer banks. The U.S. House Appropriations Committee voted for an amendment to an Interior Department bill, removing a long-standing moratorium on drilling in most of the country's outer continental shelf. Even if the bill advances, a presidential moratorium is still in effect. 

Business NEWS

Smithfield Foods in Europe.  Sara Lee Corp. and Smithfield Foods are in exclusive, time-limited negotiations to sell Sara Lee's European meat business. The business, based in the Netherlands, had sales last year of about $1.1 billion.  Smithfield has been investing in Europe, purchasing pork operations in Poland and Romania recently. It also has operations in France and the UK. 

Commodity NEWS        
U.S. Hog Prices Benefit.  U.S. hog prices will likely benefit from a small decline in the Canadian hog herd, about a quarter of which are exported to the United States as feeder pigs or slaughter hogs, livestock analysts said on Wednesday.  Little or no growth in the Canadian herd could mean that the expansion phase of the hog cycle may be much less devastating to prices this time around..  

Migrating Birds Didn’t Carry Flu.    Defying the dire predictions of health officials, the flocks of migratory birds that flew south to Africa last fall, then back over Europe in recent weeks, did not carry the deadly bird flu virus or spread it during their annual journey, scientists have concluded.  

Consumer Confidence Stable.  Tyson Foods Inc. announced that its surveys show that consumer confidence in poultry remains stable. Tyson has been surveying consumers weekly since last fall.  To help achieve market stability, Tyson is also distributing information about the safety precautions it is implementing should highly pathogenic avian influenza reach North America.
Environmental NEWS

Drought Persists.  Though rainfall the past few weeks eased the severe drought conditions present in the Piedmont, today the N.C. Drought Management Advisory Council reports that moderate drought remains throughout most of central North Carolina.
People in the NEWS

Confirmed. Former Rep. Bill Culpepper was confirmed by the House to the state Utilities Commission last Thursday. Culpepper's confirmation to serve an eight-year term now goes to the Senate for consideration. 

Appointment.  Gov. Mike Easley appointed Warren Hepler, Wallace, to the North Carolina Agriculture and Forestry Awareness Study Commission. Hepler is a district director for Farm Service Agnecy.

USDA NEWS
Farm Subsidy Plan.  Last week, USDA proposed three alternatives to the government’s current farm subsidy plan.  The changes could shift subsidies to farmers who now receive little in the way of federal aid.  A paper released Monday by Secretary Johanns suggests the alternative policy proposals could cut the cost of farm programs but benefit more producers.  Johanns did not endorse any of the alternatives, but the paper finds a number of faults with the way the government now subsidizes farmers. 

Plan to Extend Farm Bill.  Senator Norm Coleman of Minnesota announced on Wednesday that he is an original cosponsor of legislation to extend the 2002 Farm Bill beyond its expiration date of 2007 until the World Trade Organization (WTO) Doha Round negotiations are complete. The bill would also keep the current Farm Bill in place for at least one crop year after Congress has approved legislation to implement any eventual Doha agreement.  

Trust Calls for Farm Policy Change.  In a report released last week, The American Farmland Trust called on Congress to revamp agriculture programs on schedule, rather than extending the 2002 Farm Bill.  The Trust proposes replacing some subsidy and loan programs, wants to encourage environmental stewardship and seeks to build stronger overseas markets. The proposal is endorsed by former secretaries Dan Glickman and Clayton Yeutter.

Grassley Retracts Support .   Sen. Charles Grassley said he is retracting his support for extending farm subsidy programs because it inhibits efforts for a new international trade agreement.  Grassley said Tuesday that foreign trade negotiators were interpreting his support for the extension as opposition to lowering U.S. agricultural subsidies and tariffs.  His change of mind comes amid international pressure for the U.S. to slash crop subsidies, which are blamed for stimulating overproduction and decreasing global prices.  According to Grassley, since 96 percent of the world’s population lives out of the United States, the best thing for the farmers of America is to give them an opportunity to market to that 96 percent.  

Mark Your Calendar
AgDay at the General Assembly will be held on the Halifax Mall on Tuesday, June 13. Make plans to be there at 9:00 am for the briefing, followed by legislative visits from 10:00 to 11:45.  AgLunch with the Legislators will be served at 12:00 noon. RSVP to the Council at 919-782-4063.
“Potluck in a Pasture” series begins Sunday, May 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Bill Dow’s Ayrshire Farm in Hickory Mountain.  The picnic supper series celebrates local farmers and artists.  Potter Mark Hewitt and bluegrass musician Tommy Edwards, along with other artists, will be in attendance.

The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission will meet Monday, May 22 at 10 a.m. at the Crystal Coast Civic Center, Morehead City. Contact: Nancy Fish, 252-726-7021.
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