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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com




Washington NEWS

Farm Bill Passes House and Senate:  After months of hearings and negotiations, the Farm Bill Conference Report passed the House with a vote of 318-106 and the Senate with a vote of 81-15, clearing both chambers with a veto-proof majority.   President Bush will sign a one-week extension of the 2002 farm bill through Friday and will veto the new farm bill, probably next week, Deputy Agriculture Secretary Chuck Conner said late Thursday.  House Agriculture Chairman Collin Peterson said he hopes the override vote can be held before Congress adjourns for the Memorial Day recess.  There were several dissenting votes among the NC delegation.   Robin Hayes , R-N.C., was upset about a provision that would extend trade preferences to Haiti.  Hayes later voted against the conference report, but said he is committed to getting the bill passed if Bush delivers on his veto threats.  Rep. Patrick T. McHenry (R-10th District), and Rep.  Virginia Foxx (R-5th District) also voted nay.
Subcommittee Reviews Movements in Commodity Markets: Last week, the House Agriculture Subcommittee on General Farm Commodities and Risk Management held a hearing to review the  source of volatile price movements in agricultural and energy commodity markets.  Congressman Bob Etheridge of North Carolina is the Chairman of the Subcommittee. The opening statements of all the witnesses are available on the Committee website at  http://agriculture.house.gov/hearings/index.html. A full transcript of the hearing will be posted on the Committee website at a later date.

Kennedy Draft Food Safety Measure Looks to More Fees:  Food safety provisions in a draft imports bill circulated by Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Chairman Edward Kennedy's office aim to avoid being overly prescriptive, but fees the bill imposes on food companies are not likely to make many friends in the industry.  Kennedy seeks to charge food firms registration and certification fees to raise money for food safety efforts at FDA.  

Campaign NEWS 

Edwards Rules Out V.P. Role: He may have endorsed Democratic presidential frontrunner Sen. Barack Obama of Illinois, but former Sen. John Edwards, D-N.C., said last week he has no interest in joining the Obama campaign as a vice presidential nominee. 

Runoffs:  Two legislative candidates have asked for primary runoffs in June. The State Board of Elections said Kathy Taft and Rep. Ken Furr made separate requests before Thursday's noon deadline. Taft finished second to Don Davis in the six-way race for the Democratic nomination for the 5th Senate District seat which covers Greene, Pitt and Wayne counties. Davis failed to receive more 40 percent of the vote, which is required to avoid a runoff. Furr, whose 67th House District includes Stanly, Union and Montgomery counties, asked for a runoff with challenger Justin Burr in a Republican primary. The runoffs would be held June 24. Earlier this week, John Brooks asked for a runoff with Mary Fant Donnan in the Democratic primary for labor commissioner. 

Staying In:  Despite previous efforts to lose his bid for the 40th House District seat, Stan Morse now says he's in the race to win. Morse won last week's Democratic primary for the Wake County seat, despite endorsing his primary opponent, campaigning against himself and issuing his concession speech the day before the election. Still, Morse carried 55 percent of the Democratic vote in his Republican-leaning district. He'll face one-term GOP incumbent Rep. Marilyn Avila on the November ballot. 

Business NEWS
Biodiesel Facility to Be Built in Wilmington:  A new biodiesel facility has just been approved to be built in Wilmington.  The new production plant will be built at the Wilmington state port. Construction is expected to start in about six months.  The construction is scheduled to be completed by 2010.

Donning and Doffing Suit Filed Against Smithfield:  A suit filed in a U.S District Court on behalf of 231 hourly workers at Smithfield Foods' Smithfield, Va., plant alleges the workers are unpaid for between 30 and 45 minutes of work daily due to donning and doffing protective equipment.   A Smithfield spokesman said the company has not viewed the suit and has no comment.

Legislative NEWS
Named:  Senate leader Marc Basnight has appointed Sens. Charlie Dannelly, D-Mecklenburg, and Charlie Albertson, D-Duplin, as co-chairs of the Senate Appropriations Committee. Dannelly and Albertson will fill slots vacated by Sens. Walter Dalton, D-Rutherford, and Kay Hagan, D-Guilford, who will continue as advisory chairs to the budget-writing committee. Dalton and Hagan are each running for statewide office. 
Commodity NEWS

Pilgrim's Pride CEO Looks to Industry to Continue Production Cutbacks:  Pilgrim's Pride Corp. President and CEO Clint Rivers hopes to see the chicken industry continue to cut production to help the industry return to profitability.   "I'd like to see a 3 to 4 percent [industry-wide] cut," Rivers said during BMO Capital Markets' Agriculture and Protein Conference in New York on Thursday. Several chicken companies, including Pilgrim's Pride, Fieldale Farms Corp., Simmons Foods and Cagle's, have announced production cuts already in 2008. 

Drought NEWS

Drought Conditions:  More than half of North Carolina's 100 counties remain in some form of drought, according to a new U.S. Drought Monitor report. Though conditions are improving in Eastern North Carolina, the drought is not abating in some areas to the west. Seventeen counties are listed in "extreme" drought, the second-most intensive category, up from 13 counties last week. In all, 58 counties are facing some form of drought. 
USDA NEWS      
2007 Agriculture Census:  Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer today reminded America's farmers and ranchers that they should still plan to respond to the 2007 Census of Agriculture either by Internet or postal mail. Whether or not they are actively engaged in agricultural activity, everyone who received a Census of Agriculture form is required by law to respond. Forms can be returned by mail or submitted online. For more information, or for assistance with completing the 2007 Census of Agriculture, call toll-free (888) 424-7828 or visit www.agcensus.usda.gov.
China Suspends Imports From Three U.S. Plants:  USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service said China has banned imports of meat and poultry from three U.S. protein processing facilities.  Now ineligible to export to China until further notice are products produced or stored at Swift Pork Co., Louisville, Ky.; Mountaire Farms Inc., Lumber Bridge, N.C.; and Meadowbrook Farms Cooperative, Rantoul, Ill.  The latest de-listings brings to 16 the number of U.S. meat and poultry establishments on China's list of ineligible U.S. exporters.

Broiler and Turkey Production Forecasts:U.S. broiler production is expected to rise slightly next year while turkey production should experience a reduction, according to the latest Livestock, Dairy & Poultry Outlook from the Department of Agriculture.  The tiny forecast increase in broiler production and the fall in turkey production should be attributed to higher feed costs, according to USDA.  USDA also said prices should show the most gain in the second half of 2008 and first half of 2009.

Corn Planting Tops Halfway Point:  U.S. corn planting surpassed the halfway point last week as drier weather conditions allowed strong planting progress across most of the main Corn Belt, but cool weather limited crop emergence.  USDA pegged U.S. planting progress at 51% done as of Sunday, May 11, up from 27% a week earlier, but still well behind last year’s pace of 71% and the five-year average of 77%

World Crop Report Bullish for Soybeans:  Prospects for continued wet weather in major U.S. growing regions and lower-than-expected ending stocks add up to bullish news for soybeans. According to USDA’s May 9 World Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates, U.S. soybean ending stocks for last year’s crop continue to decline, coming in at a surprising 145 million bushels, compared to the average trade guess of 160 million bushels.

Red Meat Production to Decline, Prices to Rise in 2009:  Tighter supplies of cattle will force beef production to decline in 2009, and pork production will decline due to reduced farrowings later this year and next year, USDA said Friday in its latest World Agriculture Supply and Demands Estimates.  Beef production in 2009 is forecast at 26.5 billion pounds, compared with 26.8 billion pounds in 2008. Pork production in 2009 is forecast at 22.9 billion pounds, compared with 23.5 billion pounds in 2008. Total red meat production in 2009 is expected to reach 49.8 billion pounds, down from 50.6 billion pounds in 2008.  
NCDA NEWS

Begin Pasture Renovation With Soil Testing:  Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler urges anyone planning to renovate cool-season pasture grasses in the fall to begin that process by submitting soil samples now.  At the NCDA&CS’ soil testing lab, sample turn-around time is shortest during summer months. From the time samples arrive at the lab, analysis takes two weeks or less. Soil reports are immediately posted online at www.ncagr.com/agronomi.  The primary reason for soil testing now is to get the lime recommendation.Contact an NCDA&CS regional agronomist or visit www.ncagr.com/agronomi/rahome.htm.

NC Catfish Farmers Eligible for Grants: Licensed North Carolina catfish farmers have until May 31 to apply for assistance to offset losses due to drought conditions over the past three years. The NCDA&CS secured a U.S. Department of Agriculture grant to offer the 2005-2007 Catfish Grant Program. Assistance will be determined by tons of feed a producer purchased. The maximum reimbursement is $26 per ton.  The program will help catfish farmers with losses caused by increased feed prices and lost feeding days due to extreme temperatures.  Only people currently raising catfish in North Carolina with an NCDA&CS Aquaculture Production License will qualify for this program. Applications, which were mailed to eligible producers, should be returned to Ron Fish, 1020 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1020.

Troxler and Many Ag Groups Oppose Recommendation:  The report from the Program Evaluation Division that recommended  ownership and management of all 18 research stations should be transferred to NCSU and  recommended closing seven stations and selling the land to generate one-time money for the state’s General Fund was presented to members of the Joint Legislative Program Evaluation Oversight Committee on May 8. It now goes to the House and Senate appropriations subcommittees on natural and economic resources. In addition, the Program Evaluation Division is drafting legislation to implement the report's recommendations. Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler and NCDA&CS leadership believe the current management structure for the state’s agricultural research stations has benefitted farmers and consumers and should be maintained Go to  http://www.ncagr.com/research/studyfacts.htm.
People NEWS

Conservation Award:  A Wilkes County family has been named the 2008 Outstanding Conservation Farm Family for North Carolina.  The Dwayne and Alan Sidden family has operated their farm since the early 1900s in Wilkesboro. 
Mark Your Calendar
House Committee On Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural and Economic Resources will meet on Tuesday, May 20 at 8:30 a.m., 423 Legislative Office Building. 
Senate Committee On Appropriations on Natural and Economic Resources will meet on Tuesday, May 20 at 8:30 a.m., 423 Legislative Office Building. 

House Committee On Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural and Economic Resources will meet on Wednesday, May 21 at 9:00 a.m., 423 Legislative Office Building. 

The N.C. Coastal Resources Commission will begin a three-day meeting on Wednesday, May 21 at 3 p.m., Washington Civic Center, Washington. 

Biodiesel Workshop will be held on May 22 at 5:30 p.m. at the Cumberland County Cooperative Extension at 301 E. Mountain Drive.  The BioNetwork BioAg Center and the University of North Carolina at Pembroke BioFuels are sponsors with the Cooperative Extension.   Representatives from each organization will discuss how farmers can convert field crops, such as soybeans and corn, into biodiesel for farm equipment and vehicles. 

The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on Thursday, May 22 at 6 p.m. on proposed rules regarding water quality and management, Kerr Building, 11501 Bain School Road, Charlotte. Contact: Jeff Manning, 733-5083, ext. 579. 
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