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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Small Business on Health Insurance Reform: This week the IRS provided guidelines for allowing small businesses to qualify for significant tax credits under health insurance reform.  The Affordable Care Act is providing tax credits, effective beginning in tax year 2010, for millions of American small businesses to help them offer health insurance coverage to their employees – if they choose to do so.  Under the reforms, North Carolina’s small businesses can receive tax credits to cover 35 percent of the small business’s premium costs this year, and 50 percent beginning in 2014. These businesses are not required to provide health insurance, but many want to in order to retain and recruit good workers.  
Business NEWS

Tobacco Buyout Heirs Need to Transfer Contracts:  The Nash County FSA is reminding heirs of former tobacco producers who held tobacco buyout contracts to transfer those contracts.  The surviving spouse is entitled to the payment program contract or the executor of the estate will direct distribution of the contract.  To avoid payments, spouses and executors need to contact the FSA as soon as possible after the contract holder’s death or as soon as the estate closes. 

Textile Plant to Open in Caldwell County:  A maker of fabric products for the military, automotive, aerospace, and marine markets will open a new plant in Sawmills.  Advanced Textile Solutions plans to create 127 jobs and invest $500,000 over the next three years.  The company is a sister company of American Technical Solutions, Inc., headquartered in Walkertown, and received a $127,000 grant from One North Carolina Fund.

Cattle Auction Closes:   Declining cattle numbers have caused Edward Johnson to close his livestock auction in Canton.  The auction began operation two years ago and the last sale was Wednesday, May 19.  Fortunately, producers will have access to a regional livestock auction set to open no later than mid-August.    The regional auction is funded in part by the NC Tobacco Trust Fund commission.
Legislative NEWS 

NC Lawmakers Offer Tax Breaks for Small Businesses:  A state House committee approved tax breaks for businesses with 25 or fewer full-time employees to stimulate new hiring.  Small business could take a $1,000 tax credit for every job created and kept for three year.  The legislation would also allow a $250 tax break for health benefits provided to employees earning less than $40,000.  Gov. Perdue proposed giving companies $1,000 for each worker hired that had been unemployed for more than 60 days.  The incentives would expire after three years and would cost the state about $80 million.

Electric Rider Unlikely: Rep. Bill Owens, D-Pasquotank, doesn’t expect the General Assembly to reduce electric rates for municipal customers during this year’s short session and thinks it will be difficult to get action on it in upcoming years.  Customers of N.C. Eastern Municipal Power Agency and ElectriCities –Elizabeth City, Hertford, and Edenton- pay significantly higher rates than those served by investor-owned utilities.  NCEMPA owns a share in several power plants that share operating costs with Progress Energy and it is hoped that renegotiating those costs might reduce rates.
More Research on N.C. Offshore Drilling:  The recent oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is causing the legislative subcommittee charged with making drilling recommendations to reconsider some of the subcommittees’ policies. The co-chairman, Doug Rader, also said that more research is needed because current estimates about where and how much oil is located off the coast is based on research more than 30 years old.

Campaign NEWS
Former Rival Endorses Marshall:  Ken Lewis, who finished third in the Democratic primary, has endorsed Elaine Marshall for U.S. Senate.  Marshall faces Cal Cunningham on June 22 in a runoff for the Democratic nomination.

Tomey Out of N.C. Senate Race:  Kristi Tomey, Wilmington City Councilwoman, announced she is no longer campaigning for the NC Senate seat held by Sen. Julia Boseman.  Tomey needed to collect 5,741 signatures to get on the ballot as an unaffiliated candidate.  Tomey said she is dropping out to take care of her mother who recently injured herself while campaigning for Tomey.

Marshall Declines TV Debate:  WWAY in Wilmington invited Democratic Senate candidate Elaine Marshall and opponent Cal Cunningham to debate on June 2.  Cunningham accepted but Marshall declined, citing a scheduling conflict.  Marshall is planning to participate in two debates sponsored by WRAL and NBC-17.

NC Political Party Falls Short:  North Carolina First, a union-backed movement to create a new political party, didn’t get the necessary signatures.  The group needed 85,000 signatures to qualify as an official party.
People NEWS

NC Producer Appointed to Beef Board:  Ernest Harris from Warrenton has been appointed to a three-year term on the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion & Research Board.  The board oversees the national Beef Checkoff Program.  Harris is a third-generation cow-calf beef producer and a well-known auctioneer.  

Deaths:  NCAg member, Edward Clark Williams, died last week. Williams operated Triad Graphics.
University NEWS

NCSU Begins Search for New Provost: N.C. State University has begun a national search for the university’s new provost.  Warwick Arden, dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine, has been serving as interim provost since Larry Nielsen’s resignation a year ago.
Commodity NEWS
N.C. Farmers Respond for Increased Local Meat Demand:  Consumer demand for locally produced foods is encouraging a small number of farmers to produce pasture-raised meat and poultry, according to NC Choices, a Center for Environmental Farming System initiative that promotes sustainable food systems through the advancement of local, pasture-based animal production, processing and marketing.  NC Choices points to the increase in the number of farmers it works with -- 45, up from 10 when the initiative launched in 2005 -- as well as the number of farmers who are licensed to sell meat directly to consumers. For more info, go to www.ncchoices.com.

N.C. Strawberry Growers Get Marketing Help: The North Carolina Strawberry Association is providing free signs to help growers attract buyers.  Growers don’t need to be members of the association but need to provide acreage and contact information to receive the signs.  Email info@ncstrawberry.com. 
NCPC Research Reports Available Online:  From environmental management to animal nutrition and animal health, NC's pork producers take their responsibilities seriously and have been innovative leaders in the research, science, and latest technology that helps feed the world.  Each year NCPC is presented research proposals dealing with pork production and those reports and projects from 2009 are now online at www.ncpork.org/pages/randd/overview.jsp.  
New Rules Restricting Gill Nets:  New gill net regulations to protect endangered sea turtles have gone into effect.  The new rules include restrictions on the size of gill nets and when they can be used.  Also, volunteers will accompany fishermen when they check nets, and a new committee will advise state officials on sea turtle protection.  No more than 100 yards of net may be set in a continuous line and there must be at least 25 yards between nets.  The new rules are meant to settle a lawsuit brought by the Karen Beasley Sea Turtle Rescue and Rehabilitation Center on Topsail Island.  The federal government has also been pushing NC to provide more protection for the sea turtles from commercial fishing nets.  
NCDA NEWS

Troxler Advises Farmers to Prepare for Hurricane Season:  As the 2010 hurricane season nears, Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler reminds farmers to take necessary steps to help protect their farms, families and workers if a storm strikes. Hurricane season runs June 1-Nov. 30, and weather researchers at N.C. State University have predicted 15 to 18 named storms forming in the Atlantic this year, with as many as 11 becoming hurricanes. Farmers need to make preparations for their families, workers, equipment and buildings, and have backup plans for electricity and drinkable water for their barns and other critical farm facilities.  In addition, livestock operations should maintain emergency plans that address power needs and on-site feed capabilities. Troxler said farmers should have a transfer switch properly installed so they can use a generator. For more info, go to www.ncagr.com/paffairs/stormprep.htm.
USDA NEWS

Signup Deadline for ACRE and DCP: Farmers and landowners have until Tuesday, June 1, 2010 to sign up for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program and the Average Crop Revenue Election Program. More than 75 percent of an expected 1.7 million farms have already enrolled. Producers may complete and sign 2010 ACRE election forms and DCP and ACRE contracts at any USDA Service Center or they can enroll on the USDA website. On the website www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp – click on Access eDCP Services-producers can choose payment options, assign crop shares, sign and submit their contracts, and view and print submitted contract options from any computer with Internet access. 

USDA Helps Retiring Farmers Transition Their Land:  Ag Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan announced the Transition Incentives Program (TIP) - a new program under the Conservation Title of the 2008 Farm Bill - to encourage retired or retiring owners or operators to transition their land to beginning or socially-disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.  If all program requirements are met, TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional years after the date of the expiration of the CRP contract, provided the transition is not to a family member. To learn more about program, producers interested in applying and participating in TIP should visit their USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Dairy Industry Advisory Committee for June 3-4:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the second meeting of the Dairy Industry Advisory Committee will be June 3-4 at USDA headquarters in Washington, D.C. The meeting is open to the public.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss farm milk price volatility and dairy farmer profitability, review current USDA programs and federal dairy policy, hear proposals from dairy industry groups and hear comments from the public. The public can submit written comments for the committee’s consideration and find additional information on the committee website at www.fsa.usda.gov/diac. 
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with Butterfield: On June 7, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman G.K. Butterfield at the Martin County EDC in Williamston, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. rsvp@ncagribusiness.com
AgDay at the NC Capitol: On June 23 the NC Agribusiness Council will host a series of events for NCAg members in Raleigh. Events include a breakfast with House and Senate Agriculture committee members, a luncheon with Council of State members and a legislative reception.

House Committee On Environment and Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, May 25 at 12:00 noon, 643 Legislative Office Building. 
House Committee On Water Resources and Infrastructure will meet on Tuesday, May 25 at 2 p.m. 1228 Legislative Building. 
Alternative Technology Tour will take place Tuesday, May 25 from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at Barham Farm, 10518 Covered Bridge Rd, Zebulon.   3.0 hrs credit.  No fee but registration is required.  Contact Diana M. C. Rashash or Nita Walton at (910) 455-5873 to register.  Sponsored by NC Pork Council.

PQA+ Advisors Certification class for those advisors whose certifications expire before end of 2010 will be held Thursday, May 27 at 1 p.m. at Duplin County Center.  Contact Jan Archer at jarcher3@nc.rr.com or 919-440-0435. 
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