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The Tobacco Farm Life Museum is holding a telethon fundraiser through May 27th.  The 2009 “Bootleggers Roundup” began on May 22nd.  Volunteers from across the state have agreed to be “arrested” and raise ”bail” for the Museum’s fundraiser.  “Witnesses for the Prosecution” are raising reverse bond funds to assist in keeping the “accused” in jail.  Participants include Stan Eury, NC Growers Association; Graham Boyd, Tobacco Growers Association of NC; George Scott, Universal Lead; Marvin Coghill, Standard Commercial; Ted Godwin, KS Bank; Brandon Scott, Springhill Outfitters; and even Walter, the Museum’s cat.  If you wish to make a donation towards “bail” or “reverse bond” for any participants, please call the Museum with your pledge, (919) 284-3431.  Progress on a participants bail or reverse bond can be tracked on the website:  www.tobaccofarmlifemuseum.org.  Donations will go directly for Museum operations and educational programs. All donations are tax deductible.  The Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly has 7 historic buildings on site as well as a 6000 sq. foot gallery highlighting the history of the North Carolina tobacco farmer.  The Museum is open for visitors Monday through Sunday. We hope to see you soon.

Washington NEWS
Tobacco Bill Heads to Senate Floor Where a Partisan Fight Awaits:  The Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee passed legislation last week that would give the federal government authority to regulate tobacco products. But the floor debate promises to be a bitter one as some opponents are considering a filibuster.  HELP passed the Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act (S. 982), 15-8, mostly along party lines. The bill is now scheduled to go to the floor after the Memorial Day recess. The House passed a similar version (H.R. 1256) in April. The Senate bill is expected to cost $800 million over 10 years.  The committee also passed by voice vote a clarification to the bill language regarding Food and Drug Administration authority to address misleading advertising and setting a 24-month deadline for adding revised warning labels to tobacco products. Sen. Richard Burr (R-N.C.) has not ruled out filibustering the bill. Burr is concerned that Democrats will require mandatory participation in the Thrift Savings Plan, a retirement plan for all federal employees, to pay for the legislation’s upfront costs. He said the move could raise $500 million in retirement taxes, which he called a "budget gimmick" to pay for the tobacco bill. The committee defeated an amendment by Sen. Kay Hagan (D-N.C.), 12-8, that would have required tobacco product testing only be done in the United States. 
Burr, Hagan Fail to Weaken Tobacco Regulation Bill:  A Senate panel has rejected legislation sponsored by North Carolina's two senators that would have weakened efforts to regulate tobacco for the first time.  Republican Sen. Richard Burr and Democratic Sen. Kay Hagan offered their alternative bill as an amendment to legislation that would require the FDA to regulate tobacco. Their alternative bill would have put some new standards on tobacco advertising - including a ban on advertising in magazines and newspapers - but would have been far less stringent than the proposal for FDA control. 

Campaign NEWS
Not Challenging Burr:  Attorney General Roy Cooper has decided not to challenge Republican U.S. Sen. Richard Burr next year. “While I am honored by the encouragement I’ve received, I don’t want to go to Washington and serve as a U.S. Senator at this time,” Cooper said in a statement. Cooper, a three-term attorney general, has been aggressively recruited by both the state and national Democratic parties, to challenge Burr. Cooper had closely looked at the race. 
Legislative NEWS 
AgRELIEF Act Support Grows:  Letters of support continue to come from additional statewide commodity groups as well as letters of support from individual family farmers across the state. The AgRELIEF Act is enabling legislation that creates a pilot program to establish a cost-share fund that will assist farmers who use the H2a visa program to obtain temporary interim farmworkers with the upfront expenses (nearly $1,000 per worker) associated with the H2a program. The fund will be funded through grants and private donations – NO state funding will be used. For additional information about the AgRELIEF act, go to Frequently Asked Questions about AgRELIEF on the NC Agribusiness Council website: www.ncagribusiness.com. 
Water Permits Bill:  Industry and farming groups are concerned about a plan, now before state legislators, that would for the first time force large water users to apply for state permits. The bill aims to head off conflicts and apply science in sharing the state's rivers, lakes and groundwater.  Because of its importance, said Rep. Lucy Allen, D-Louisburg, one of its House sponsors, “this bill deserves a good, long, hard look.” She doesn't expect action on it this session because of the expected difficulty in reaching broad agreement among constituents. Under current law, private companies may legally pump so much water that downstream users or nearby farmers' wells go dry, said a report to legislators last year. The report's recommendations became the basis for the bill. Critics say the measure goes too far, trampling property rights and needlessly regulating a resource that they contend is holding up well.  The bill says large users would need state permission to draw more than 100,000 gallons of water a day, even if the water runs across or under their own property. Under the state's “reasonable use” standard, most surface or groundwater withdrawals are now unlimited. Existing water uses are presumed to be reasonable under the N.C. bill, although critics say that's no guarantee users would continue to get all they need. The measure also places a new burden on permit applicants to prove that their withdrawals won't hurt anyone drawing from the same water supply.
Blue Takes Senate Seat:  Former House Speaker Dan Blue is now a member of the Senate. On Tuesday afternoon, Blue took the oath of office as a state senator, filling the seat of the late Vernon Malone. Blue's Senate committee assignments will include Appropriations, Rules and Judiciary I.
Immigration NEWS

Napolitano Will Continue Push for Immigration Reform:  Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano said she would continue to press Congress to pass comprehensive immigration reform legislation, including expanded efforts to check on the status of immigrants held in local jails.  Napolitano stressed that her department’s $55.1 billion fiscal 2010 budget request would direct $112 million to strengthen employment eligibility verification systems and allow for hiring 80 new immigration personnel to work on border security.   Napolitano would address the concerns of residents along the southwest border who are fearful of the escalating violence from drug trafficking. Napolitano said she would meet with Mexican leaders in the coming months to establish a shared system for combating the flow of illegal narcotics, money and guns. 
Environmental NEWS

Duke Buys Pennsylvania Wind Project:  Duke Energy will acquire its first wind energy in the eastern United States, a 70-megawatt project under construction in Pennsylvania, it said today. Duke will buy the North Allegheny Windpower Project from Gamesa Energy USA, a wind turbine and project developer. The deal is expected to close in the third quarter. 

Navy Field Could Damage Farm Economy:  A proposed Navy landing field in northeastern North Carolina could damage the area's farm economy, said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler, who met with about 50 people and toured the area Monday where the Navy has proposed locating an outlying landing field.  "We know the value of the military, and no one doubts the patriotism of the people in this room, but we need to (choose a location) wisely (for an OLF) in a way that does not damage the local economy," said Troxler. The Camden County site would take about 2,000 acres, much of it on the land of two of the largest potato producers in North Carolina. 
People NEWS

Appointments:  Gov. Bev Perdue has appointed Gwen Pitt of Macclesfield to the Tobacco Trust Fund Commission.
Business NEWS
Springdale Tractor Company Moving Jobs to NC:  Springdale-based Montana Tractors is to move some employees from its headquarters to Tarboro, N.C., where the company recently acquired another firm.  Montana Tractors spokesman Alan Altom says administrative, marketing and sales staff will stay in Springdale. The company acquired Farmtrac North America's plant in Tarboro last December. 
Commodity NEWS

National Pork Message: From nightly network newscasts to online blogs, there have been numerous reports about the H1N1 flu virus.  The Pork Checkoff, through the National Pork Board, has been working with other industry partners to reassure consumers that pork remains safe to eat.  In addition, pork producers are reminded about how the H1N1 outbreak relates to their operation. At first, the virus was spreading only from person to person, but it can also infect pigs.  In Alberta, Canada, pigs in a single herd reportedly became sick with the H1N1 virus after being in contact with a worker who had flu-like symptoms after returning from Mexico.  The virus caused mild illness in the herd, and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency has reported that the pigs and the worker are recovering. At this time, the H1N1 virus has not been found in any U.S. pigs.  However, the Canadian incident shows that pork producers need to take extra precautions to help ensure that the virus does not enter herds by stepping up the biosecurity measures at their operations.
Preservationists Plan Survey of NC Textile Areas:  A group of preservationists plans to survey about a third of North Carolina's counties to document their textile heritage and identify potential tourist stops. The Textile Heritage Center in the former Davie County textile town of Cooleemee plans to use the information to help establish a textile heritage corridor from Richmond, Va., to Montgomery, Ala.  Organizers said the listing would include mill villages and renovated mills, textile-related museums and exhibits, churches, restaurants and entertainment in about 30 counties. 
NCDA NEWS

Troxler Advises Farmers to Prepare for Hurricane Season:  As the 2009 hurricane season nears, Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler reminds farmers to take necessary steps to help protect their farms, families and workers if a storm strikes. Hurricane season runs June 1-Nov. 30, and weather forecasters predict 12 to 16 named tropical storms in the Atlantic this year. Farmers need to make preparations for their families, workers, equipment and buildings, and have backup plans for electricity for their barns and other critical farm facilities, Troxler said. In addition, livestock operations should maintain emergency plans that address power needs and on-site feed capabilities. Troxler said farmers should have a transfer switch properly installed so they can use a generator. A properly installed transfer switch is critical for the protection of farm facilities and utility workers, he said. For more information, go to www.ncagr.com/paffairs/stormprep.htm.

Cost-Share Grants To Assist Farmers With On-Farm Food Safety Efforts:  Fruit and vegetable farmers can now apply for two cost-share grants offered through the NCDA&CS to assist with the costs for water analysis and independent certification of an operation’s good agricultural practices. “Both grants are geared toward food safety efforts on the farm, which better enable growers to market their commodities,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. “Farmers can apply for both grants, which will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.” This is the first year for the Water Analysis Cost Share grant program, which will reimburse growers up to $200 for certified laboratory analysis of irrigation and packing house wash water for the presence of generic E.coli bacteria. Growers can be reimbursed for one water test or multiple tests throughout the year. For more info or to obtain an application for the Water Analysis Cost Share program, contact Kevin Hardison at (919) 733-7887. The department has previously offered the Good Agricultural Practices Certification Assistance Program, which covers up to $600 for independent audits of a farm’s GAP or good handling practices. For more info or to obtain an application for the GAP Certification Assistance Program, contact Shirley Nicholson at (919) 733-7887.
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with Congressman Etheridge: On May 29, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Bob Etheridge at House-Autry in Four Oaks, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 

AgForum with Congressman Watt: On June 1, the NC Agribusiness Council will host an AgForum with Congressman Mel Watt at Piedmont Natural Gas in Charlotte, NC.  RSVP required. Seats are limited. 
AgCommittee Luncheon: On Thursday, June 11, the NC Agribusiness Council will host a luncheon for members of the House and Senate Agriculture Committee. The guest speaker at the luncheon will be the NC Commissioner of Agriculture, Steve Troxler. RSVP required. Seats are limited.
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