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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com

Business NEWS
Utilities Plan to Raise Rates:  All major utilities in the state are seeking rate increases to cover higher fuel costs.  Piedmont Natural Gas wants to raise rates by 18 percent. PSNC Energy, by 16 percent, Progress Energy is expected to ask for at least 6 percent. Duke Energy has asked for a 4 pecent increase. 

Dozens of Sentences Handed Down in Agriprocessors Raid:  Of nearly 400 employees of Agriprocessors Inc. arrested in the raid by Immigration and Customs Enforcement just a week ago, 77 have been sentenced to five months' in prison, followed by the likelihood of deportation, according to the Des Moines Register.
Dairy Co-Op Faces Price-Manipulation Probe:  Federal regulators are investigating allegations the nation's largest dairy cooperative, Dairy Farmers of America, has manipulated milk and cheese prices, and are separately reviewing a secret transfer of cash to a former director of the organization.  The farmer-owned cooperative, which controls a third of the U.S. milk supply, also faces antitrust lawsuits by farmers and retailers alleging it conspired to suppress prices it paid for raw milk in the Southeast, while raising prices to the region's retailers. 

Washington NEWS
CORRECTION:  In last week’s AgNews, Senator Richard Burr (R) was listed as having voted against the Farm Bill.  In fact, Senator Burr supported the bill.

Congress Overrides Farm Bill Veto:  After passage by large majorities in both chambers last week, the president vetoed the farm bill on Wednesday. Bolstered by the strong vote, Congressional leaders were poised to override the measure when it was discovered that an entire title of the legislation, covering trade provisions, had been accidentally deleted from the copy of the bill sent to the president.  After a veto override vote Wednesday, which passed 316-108, House Minority Leader John Boehner (R-Ohio) protested strongly, arguing that no further action should be taken on the bill until its constitutional status was resolved. He later offered a privileged resolution (H.Res. 1221) accusing House Democratic leaders of violating normal House procedure. It was defeated on a party-line vote.  With the veto override in both the House and the Senate, the farm bill is now law — except for the section omitted from the bill sent to the White House. In an effort to avoid any constitutional challenges, the House considered a new bill (H.R. 6124) with identical language to the farm bill conference report. The bill passed 306-110 and might be used as the final version enacted into law.
Senate Supplemental Reignites Passions Over Immigration:  Senate debate over the Iraq war supplemental spending bill has fired up a long-simmering dispute over rewriting the nation's immigration laws.  As debate began Tuesday, senators and interest groups were mobilizing allies and resources in response to immigration provisions appropriators added to the bill last week.  The prospect of a prolonged floor fight appeared to have led Senate Majority Leader Reid to abruptly strip out the most controversial immigration AgJobs provisions dealing with farm workers late Tuesday. The provisions would have created a program for about 1.3 million temporary farm workers.  Other provisions affecting seasonal nonagricultural workers remain in the bill.  Meanwhile, the White House threatened Tuesday to veto the Senate bill because of its inclusion of domestic spending provisions.
Farm Groups Clash Over Moving Foot-And-Mouth Research:  
Testimony at a House hearing showed deep divisions between farmers and ranchers over where to conduct foot-and-mouth disease research.  Such work now has been confined to the 840-acres Plum Island, N.Y. since 1955.  Commercial livestock representatives and the Bush administration insisted it would be safe to move the island lab to the mainland.  Leroy Watson, legislative director of the National Grange, which was founded in 1867, raised the terrorism danger in testimony opposing moving the lab to the mainland.   Gary Voogt, president-elect of the National Cattlemen's Beef Association, said his group did not oppose the move because the island is not as secure as people imagine.  The finalist sites are Butner, N.C; Flora, Miss.; Athens, Ga.; Manhattan, Kan..; and San Antonio. 

ICE Workplace Raids' Effect on Kids:  Immigration advocates told the House Education and Labor Workforce Protections Subcommittee Tuesday that workplace raids by the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement separate parents and children and harm the community. But an ICE official defended the agency's efforts to promote national security, assuring lawmakers that steps are taken to assess each detainee's family situation.

McCain Urges Congress to Approve Pending Trade Deals:  Tackling the issue of the global economy, presumptive Republican presidential nominee Sen. John McCain of Arizona today urged Congress to approve pending trade deals with Colombia and South Korea and said he would seek the elimination of all agricultural tariffs.  

Campaign NEWS 

Elections Board:  There will be no recount in the Democratic primary for labor commissioner, the State Board of Elections ruled Thursday.   In other business Thursday, the board certified the state Libertarian Party as an official party after confirming that party officials had exceeded the numerical threshold of signatures required by state law. The certification means the party can offer a slate of candidates for president, governor, the Legislature and other races. 

18th House District:  Wilmington attorney Thom Goolsby, the Republican nominee for the 18th House District seat once held by Thomas Wright, has decided to drop out of the race. In November, Goolsby was to face Sandra Spaulding Hughes, a former Wilmington city councilwoman. She had already been selected by local Democratic leaders to serve out the remainder of Wright's term representing portions of New Hanover and Pender counties.   "My whole reason for filing was simply to keep Thomas Wright from getting reelected," Goolsby said Friday. Local Republicans will have the right to nominate a replacement candidate. 

Foxx Opponent:  Republican U.S. Rep. Virginia Foxx now has a Democratic opponent. Roy Carter, a tree farmer and retired teacher, became the clear winner Friday of the Democratic primary in the 5th Congressional District, after a close race with Statesville businesswoman Diane Hamby. 

Legislative NEWS
Atwater Named Senate AgChair: Senator Bob Atwater of Chatham County has been named as the new chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee. Atwater replaces Sen. Charlie Albertson who was recently named co-chair of the powerful Senate Appropriations Committee. Atwater represents Chatham, Durham, and Lee Counties and is serving his second term in the NC Senate. 
Disaster Areas:  Gov. Mike Easley has declared Bertie and Onslow counties state disaster areas. The declaration means people in those counties can get help with repairs from storms and tornadoes that struck May 11, according to a news release issued by Easley's office. Easley also announced that the federal Small Business Administration has approved his request for a disaster declaration, making residents and businesses eligible for low-interest federal loans. Residents who suffered storm damage in the contiguous counties of Carteret, Chowan, Duplin, Halifax, Hertford, Jones, Martin, Northampton, Pender and Washington also are eligible for the aid. 
New Rep. for Mecklenburg Co: Six months after state Rep. Pete Cunningham resigned, Mecklenburg County Democrats are finally ready to nominate a successor to the longtime Charlotte lawmaker.  Democrats are scheduled to meet May 28 to nominate Kelly Alexander Jr. for the seat. 
Illegal Immigrant Admissions:  Rep. George Cleveland has filed a bill that could eventually prevent illegal immigrants from attending the state's public universities and community colleges. Cleveland's legislation asks the House and Senate to consider taking up a bill to ban the illegal immigrants. If he succeeds, he would follow up with legislation that would actually ban the students. 
Commodity NEWS

Corn Planting, Emergence Lags Market Expectations:  About 73 percent of the U.S. corn crop was planted and 26 percent had emerged by May 18, lagging behind market expectations as well as year ago plantings of 88 percent and year ago emergence of 59 percent, according to USDA statistics.   Market analysts were expecting Monday's Crop Progress report to show about 80 percent of the crop planted and about 34 percent emerged by now.   USDA said 27 percent of the U.S. soybean crop was planted by May 18, compared with 52 percent this time last year and a five-year average of 47 percent by now. 

Cattle on feed data may curb price rise this fall:  USDA's Cattle on Feed report issued on Friday showed both cattle placements and cattle marketings higher than analysts expected, leading some to predict cattle prices this fall may not rise as high as current futures prices indicate.   The report showed cattle placed in feedlots during April totaled 1.54 million, down 2 percent from a year ago, against analysts' expectations placements would drop by more than 5 percent. 
Drought NEWS

Drought Proposal:  The Environmental Management Commission has backed Gov. Mike Easley's plan to improve North Carolina's response to droughts. The proposal would give the governor more authority to act quickly in a drought, including the ability to order a water system to provide water to a nearby community. Rep. Pryor Gibson, D-Anson and a commission co-chairman, said he's concerned that many outside groups, including farmers, haven't had much say yet on the proposal. Many in agriculture are concerned the plan would be burdensome on farmers who would have to report water use at a lower threshold. The commission's approval only means the proposal can be turned into a bill for consideration by the legislature.
USDA NEWS      
USDA Says Ethanol Production Has Limited Impact on Food Prices:  Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer said he had "no sympathy" for a group of Republican senators asking for an overhaul to Washington's energy policies because they "clearly aren't seeing the facts."  USDA said the rising cost of oil, not the Bush administration's energy policies, has played a larger role in prompting increased production of corn-based ethanol and higher food prices as the agency spoke to the need for bigger supplies of both food and fuel on Monday.
Deadline for 2005 – 2007 LCP and LIP Sign-Up: FSA Administrator Teresa Lasseter today announced that livestock producers have until July 18, 2008, to enroll in the 2005 – 2007 Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP).  Signup began on Sept. 10, 2007, for the two programs that provide aid to livestock producers who suffered eligible livestock or livestock feed losses between Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 30, 2007, because of a natural disaster.   More information about LCP and LIP is available online at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.For more information on FSA programs, visit your local USDA Service Center or the agency's Web site, http://www.fsa.usda.gov.
FSIS Releases Compliance Guideline for Salmonella and Campylobacter:  USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service has posted the second edition of the compliance guideline for salmonella and has added guidelines for controlling campylobacter.   To view the document, go to:  http://www.fsis.usda.gov. 
USDA to Offer Ban on Downer Cattle From Entering Market:  On the heels of a request Monday by Senate Majority Whip Durbin and four other Democratic senators, Agriculture Secretary Schafer said last week his department would propose a regulation banning disabled or nonambulatory cows from entering the meat supply. A Food Safety and Inspection Service Official said the proposed regulation should be completed within months. 
Environmental NEWS

OLF Opposition:  The Pasquotank County Board of Commissioners has agreed to spend up to $25,000 to help neighboring Camden County fight a proposed Navy jet landing field. 

NCDA NEWS

Troxler Advises Farmers to Prepare for Hurricane Season: With forecasts calling for a busy hurricane season, Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler reminds farmers to take necessary steps to help protect their farms if a storm strikes.  Hurricane season runs June 1-Nov. 30, and forecasts predict as many as 15 named storms in the Atlantic this year.  For more information, go to www.ncagr.com/paffairs/stormprep.htm.
Mark Your Calendar
The Got to Be NC Festival will be held June 5-June 8, State Fairgrounds, Raleigh. 
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