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May 28, 2007
NC Legislative NEWS

Wright Investigation: Wake County District Attorney Colon Willoughby said Thursday that the State Bureau of Investigation has initiated a criminal probe at his request of Rep. Thomas Wright. The State Board of Elections voted last week to refer Wright, D-New Hanover, to prosecutors after concluding he may have broken state campaign finance laws. Willoughby said he requested the SBI investigation after examining information sent to him by the elections board. "There was some information about some campaign reporting issues, as well as some other things that I thought warranted a review," Willoughby said, declining further comment.  Wright has not been charged with any crimes. He has said he won't resign from the House despite calls to do so by several leading Democrats, including Gov. Mike Easley and House Speaker Joe Hackney. Wright has blamed what he called mistakes in his campaign finance reporting on sloppiness and said he looks forward to refuting allegations.
Campaign NEWS
Cooper vs. Dole: Washington Democrats continue to talk up Attorney General Roy Cooper as a possible opponent to Republican U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole next year, even though Cooper has expressed no interest in running. Cooper is a hot commodity right now because of the good reviews over his handling of the Duke lacrosse rape case. But even so, Cooper would face a difficult task in defeating Dole. If the election were held today, Dole would defeat Cooper by a 46-36 margin, with 18% undecided, according to a Public Policy Polling survey.
Environmental NEWS

Drought: Gov. Mike Easley has directed state agencies in 12 western counties that are in extreme or severe drought to stop non-essential water use. Buncombe, Clay, Cherokee, Graham, Haywood, Jackson, Macon, Madison, Mitchell, Swain, Transylvania and Yancey counties are affected by the order. Easley is also urging state and local governments and the public to conserve water statewide because drought conditions are worsening and it's difficult to predict where or when the state will get rain.  The governor also sent a memo to the other members of the Council of State and to the heads of the state university and community college systems asking them to comply with the directive. The U.S. Drought Monitor announced that Clay, Cherokee and Graham counties are experiencing "extreme hydrological drought," the fourth stage of a five stage system. 

No OLF: The NC House weighed in Thursday on the Navy's plan to build a landing field in Eastern North Carolina, voting 109-8 for a resolution opposing it. The resolution urges the North Carolina congressional delegation to withhold funding for the field in Washington County until a more suitable location in North Carolina can be found. It says that locating the OLF site at the proposed sight would result in a loss of foraging habitat for migratory waterfowl and a prime farmland for people in Washington, Beaufort and Perquimans counties. The resolution now goes to the NC Senate. 

Greenhouse Gas 'Offsets' Guide: The first how-to manual for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the United States through changes in land use and farming practices, and turning those reductions into credits for trading in carbon markets, is about to hit bookshelves. Duke University Press will publish Harnessing Farms and Forests in the Low-Carbon Economy: How to Create and Verify Greenhouse Gas Offsets in June. The book is intended as a technical guide for farmers, foresters, traders and investors. For a preview -http://www.dukenews.duke.edu/2007/05/carbonguide.html 
Agricultural District Updates: Gaston County passed an Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District ordinance on March 22, 2007. Warren County passed a Voluntary Agricultural District ordinance on April 2, 2007. The Greene County Commissioners passed a Voluntary Agricultural District Ordinance on April, 7 2007. 

Business NEWS        
House Of Raeford Responds: Allegations surfaced Monday regarding animal-rights violations against turkeys at House of Raeford's Raeford, N.C., processing plant.  A video was later released online showing the abuse. In a statement released Tuesday, House of Raeford said it is committed to meeting or exceeding animal-welfare guidelines, including those set forth by industry trade groups. House of Raeford says that the malicious activity was coerced by the Columbus, Ohio-based animal rights group Mercy for Animals, which shot the video.  "We are deeply concerned with the violations of our company animal-welfare policy," E. Marvin Johnson, owner and founder of House of Raeford, said in the statement. "The actions of the employees were completely unacceptable." 
Treatment Plant at Fault: The Waterkeeper Alliance, Shenandoah Riverkeeper and Potomac Riverkeeper environmental groups claim poultry plants operated by Cargill Meat Solutions and Pilgrim's Pride Corporation have overwhelmed a dysfunctional wastewater treatment plant in Timberville, Va., causing overflows of ammonia, fecal coliform, phosphorus, nitrogen and industrial contaminants into the North Fork of the Shenandoah River in Rockingham County, Va.  However, Cargill spokesman Mark Klein said that lawyers should be pointing their fingers at the treatment plant, operated by SIL Clean Water. "SIL had the permit and was in violation, not Cargill." 
Raid Leads to More Than 100 Arrests: Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents arrested more than 100 workers Tuesday after raiding a rural Missouri poultry plant.  The workers at the George's Processing Inc. facility in Butterfield, Mo., were arrested as part of a probe into identity theft, document falsification and the use of stolen Social Security numbers, the Associated Press reported.  ICE spokesman Tim Counts told AP that charges are not being filed against Rogers, Ark.-based George's Processing.
Commodity NEWS        
CFIA Places Restrictions on California Leafy Greens: Beginning June 1, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) will require that all shipments of leafy green produce grown in California be accompanied by a Confirmation of Sale (COS) document confirming the origin of the goods.  This restriction applies only to produce grown in California, says René Cardinal, national manager of the Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Program, Agrifood Division, at CFIA.  "We have not identified any high risk from any other states."  The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), in consultation with U.S. federal, other California officials and the Western Growers Association, developed the California Leafy Green Products Handler Marketing Agreement (Handler Marketing Agreement), which requires signatory handlers of leafy greens grown in California to get their supply from growers that apply the Commodity Specific Food Safety Guidelines for the Production and Harvest of Lettuce and Leafy Greens (Leafy Green GAPs). Cardinal says these restrictions won't affect truckers directly, except that they must ensure the loads are properly documented before leaving the shipper.  American shippers are to start implementing these requirements by May 21 so that compliance is achieved at the Canadian border by June 1, 2007, the day enforcement actions will be initiated by the Canadian Border Services Agency (CBSA) and CFIA .  The Handler Marketing Agreement, the list of signatory handlers and the Leafy Green GAPs can be found at: www.caleafygreens.ca.gov/ .  Additional information is available from CFIA at: www.cscb.ca/listinfo/cfialeafygreens.pdf.
Korea Buoying U.S. Beef Exports:  Led by sales to Korea, U.S. beef exports have shown a strong improvement in recent weeks. The week ending May 10 showed net beef export sales of 12,200 metric tons, the largest of the year and the fifth largest since November 2003, the month prior to discovery of the first U.S. case of bovine spongiform encephalopathy.  By comparison, net weekly beef export sales averaged 13,500 metric tons in 2003.  Sales to Korea for the week ending May 10 totaled 7,200 metric tons. According to the National Cattlemen's Beef Association, exports to Korea, which began in earnest three weeks ago, already are adding about $31 per head to the value of a finished steer.
People in the NEWS

Named: James H. Gregson has been named director of the state Division of Coastal Management. On June 1, Gregson will replace Charles Jones, who is retiring at the end of May.  Colleen H. Sullins has been named the director of the N.C. Division of Water Quality. Sullins will begin work in that capacity on June 1, replacing Alan Klimek, who is retiring May 31. 
Perdue Exec to Retire:  Salisbury, Md.-based Perdue Farms announced that Bob Turley, president of Perdue's international division, will retire effective June 1.  A 30-year veteran of the poultry industry, Turley's career includes stints at ConAgra Foods and Carolina Turkey in addition to his time at Perdue.  Turley will be succeeded by Carlos Ayala, currently general manager of the Perdue China joint venture in Shanghai, effective June 4.
USDA News

U.S. –South Korean FTA: The draft of the U.S.-South Korean free-trade agreement was released Friday but must still undergo revisions in accordance with new U.S. labor and environmental standards. How S. Korea receives the revisions remains to be seen. Seoul already has indicated it will not "renegotiate" the agreement, but suggested it would be open to discussing changes upon formal request.  The National Pork Producers Council lauded the deal, which eliminates tariffs on all frozen and processed pork product by 2014.
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with McHenry – NC Agribusiness Council members are invited to attend an Agribusiness Forum with Congressman Patrick McHenry on June 1  at 11:30 am at the Waldensian Winery  in Valdese, NC.  RSVP is required – seats are limited. Contact the Council at 919-782-4063 for ticket information.
AgDay at General Assembly – NC Agribusiness Council members are invited to attend AgDay at the NC General Assembly on Tuesday, June 5 at 9:00 am for an update on legislative activity from various legislative leaders as well as Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler, followed by scheduled legislative visits and a luncheon on Halifax Mall outside the General Assembly at 11:30am.  RSVP is required – seats are limited. Contact the Council at 919-782-4063.
Planning the Future of Your Farm will be held on Tuesday, May 29 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., MHCREC – Fletcher, NC. Topics include: Developing a Farm Transition Plan; Understanding Estate Planning Tools and Tactics; Starting the Process with your Family; Managing Risk through Conservation Programs; Stories from the Farm: Real Life Family Experiences.  Individual consultations on farm transition planning will be available after the workshop. Lunch will be served.  No charge for the workshop, but pre-registration is required. Contact:  Terri Schell at 828-684-3562.
Financial Strategies for Landowners: An Advanced Seminar for Professionals on Conservation Easements & Tax and Estate Planning will be held on May 30th from 1:00 -5:0 p.m. at the WNC Agricultural Center in Fletcher, NC.  Topics include :Conservation Easements: Tax & Legal Issues; Conservation Easement Appraisals; Enhanced Conservation Tax Benefits in 2007; NC Conservation Tax Credit Program.  Continuing Education credit is expected from the following organizations: American Institute of Certified Planners, Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, NC Board of Landscape Architects, NC Real Estate Commission, NC State Bar Association, and Society of American Foresters. Visit  www.carolinamountain.org  for updated information.

The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on Thursday, May 31 at 6:30 p.m. on proposed rules amendments, Helena Elementary School auditorium, 355 Helena Moriah Road, Timberlake. 
The Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) Southeast Regional Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday, June 5 at 6 p.m., DENR Regional Office, Wilmington. Contact: Rich Carpenter, 910-796-7215.

The American Council of Engineering Companies of North Carolina will hold an Environmental Conference on June 6, 2007 from 7:30 am - 6:00 pm at the Jane S. McKimmon Center, Raleigh, NC.  Co-Sponsors include NCDENR, NC Clean Water Management Trust Fund, NC AWWA/WEA NC League of Municipalities, NC Rural Water Association, NC Water Resources Institute.  For more information go to www.acecnc.org.
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