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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.
Washington NEWS
Senate Kicks Off Immigration Hearings:  A Senate panel began hearings on overhauling immigration policies, a priority for the Obama administration.  Sen. Charles Schumer (D-N.Y.), chairman of the Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees and Border Security, said at the hearing the “time is right” to take on the issue.  “We can do it; at least we’re going to try,” Schumer said. “From my perspective, it’s time to tone down the rhetoric and focus on the facts.”  On Wednesday, President Barack Obama said he would seek a framework for moving forward on immigration reform legislation.   Meanwhile, testifying before the subcommittee, Alan Greenspan, former chairman of the Federal Reserve, said illegal immigration is vital to the economy. 
Reid Pulls Tobacco Bill From Senate Calendar:  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) removed legislation providing for the federal regulation of tobacco products from the floor calendar for this work period, citing inadequate time for committees to mark up the bill.  A week ago, Reid had added House tobacco legislation to the calendar with the goal of passing it before Memorial Day. His move came even though Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Chairman Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.) had yet to introduce his own legislation on the matter. Reid’s initial move to put it on the calendar outraged Republicans, who accused him of trying to avoid regular order, including the opportunity for amendments during markups.  However, Reid’s staff has a maintained that its goal was always to move the bill through the HELP committee. 
House Judiciary Backs Tougher Restrictions on Tobacco Sales:  The House Judiciary Committee passed the Prevent All Cigarette Trafficking Act (H.R. 1676) that would crack down on the smuggling and illegal sales of cigarettes and smokeless tobacco. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-N.Y.), would make cigarettes and smokeless tobacco nonmailable products and prohibit such items from being deposited in or carried through the U.S. mail.  The legislation would require Internet and other remote sellers to verify the buyer’s age and identity through easily accessible databases. It also would require the person accepting delivery to verify his age. Rep. Howard Coble (R-N.C.) offered an amendment that would allow cigarette manufactures to mail cigarettes to “verified adults smokers” for the purposes of consumer testing. The amendments, as well as the bill as a whole, passed by voice vote.

Legislative NEWS 
NC Smoking Ban Debate Delayed on Senate Floor:  The North Carolina Senate has put off debate on a bill that would ban smoking at most work sites, restaurants and public places because some Democrats aren't sold on the idea. Democrats on Thursday pulled the bill from the Senate floor until the middle of next week. Majority Leader Tony Rand of Cumberland County said fellow Democrats discussed the bill and predicted a vote on passage would be very close right now. The chamber had scheduled a floor vote just one day after a committee narrowly approved the measure.  The ban has been broadened to remove a large exemption for stand-alone bars or other places where someone must be 18 to work or patronize. The version that cleared the House floor three weeks ago had that exception.  A Senate panel narrowly agreed Wednesday to broaden a proposed smoking ban at North Carolina work sites, restaurants and other public places by removing restrictions added on the House floor that helped it get through the chamber a few weeks ago.  Passage by the Senate Health Care Committee means North Carolina is one step closer to a smoking ban even with its rich tobacco heritage and as it continues to be the nation's leading leaf producer. 
Humane Society Bill Worries Producers: The state's meat producers are in a battle with the Humane Society of the United States over a bill supporters say is meant to protect puppies. But meat producers say it is the first step toward ending meat eating in the state. The Humane Society has made North Carolina a top priority in the fight for tougher animal welfare laws, for the first time deploying a lobbyist to work a full session of the state legislature. But agribusiness groups predict a repeat of the tighter farm animal laws that California approved last year in a Humane Society-backed voter referendum. That measure included a requirement that egg-laying hens live in an area big enough for them to extend their wings, a mandate that opponents said was so cost-prohibitive it would drive egg producers out of business. The House ag committee is expected soon to hear a bill pushed by the national Humane Society that regulates and imposes licensing for commercial dog breeding. Some dog enthusiasts oppose the bill but its proponents portray it as a crackdown on puppy mills. Agribusiness groups are notifying their members about the Humane Society-backed bill and plan to speak out in legislative committee meetings. 
Business NEWS
Reynolds Reports Decline in First-Quarter Net Income:  A substantial charge taken to reflect lower trademark values for some nongrowth cigarette and smokeless brands contributed to Reynolds American Inc. posting just $8 million in net income for the first quarter today. The trademark impairment charge of $453 million, which the company said was noncash, contributed to a $285 million decline in net income. Diluted earnings were 3 cents a share compared with $1.71 a share a year ago. The earnings from the first quarter of 2008 included a gain of 71 cents from the dissolution of Reynolds' Gallaher joint venture. Excluding the trademark charge, Reynolds reported $293 million in net income and diluted earnings of $1 a share - the same earnings as a year ago. Reynolds also said it expects diluted earnings in a range of $4.15 to $4.45 a share for the full year, excluding trademark impairment charges.

NCPC Scholarships Deadline May 1st:  In 2005 the North Carolina Pork Council created an educational endowment to provide scholarships for students enrolling in agricultural programs at community colleges and at North Carolina State University in the College of Agriculture and Life Science's two or four year swine production programs.  Two scholarships in the amount of $600 each will be awarded annually. For more info go to www.ncpork.org.
Commodity NEWS

Smithfield Still Taking the Worst Hit From Flu Fears:  Smithfield shares declined for a third day on Wednesday as a Wall Street analyst downgraded the stock and unsubstantiated finger pointing as company hog farms in Mexico persisted despite a lack of evidence linking it or any hog operations to the hybrid Type A H1N1 virus.  While shares of competitors including Tyson Foods and Hormel Foods closed in positive territory, Smithfield shares closed down 28 cents at $9.16 per share on the New York Stock Exchange.  Smithfield Foods on Wednesday conducted additional tests on pigs at a jointly owned farm in Mexico to make sure the animals are not infected with the hybrid Type A H1N1 virus that has caused a global influenza outbreak, according to CEO C. Larry Pope. In a letter to employees, Pope wrote that the results of those independent laboratory tests will be available and made public in a few days. 
Peaches Suffer Cold Damage:  Peach farmers in Henderson County are reporting varied damage from two cold spells in the middle of April. Some are reporting the cold nearly wiped out the crop and others say it had minimal impact.  The temperatures varied greatly during the cold spell in mid-April. The lows throughout the county varied between 23 and 30 degrees, one of the main reasons why the damage is so varied.

Russia Expands Flu Ban to U.S. Beef, Poultry:  Russia has suspended imports of not only U.S. pork but also U.S. beef and poultry from certain U.S. states amid concerns of a hybrid swine, avian and human influenza (H1N1) as concerns about an international outbreak grow.  The bans apply to meat and poultry produced in California, Kansas, New York, Ohio and Texas, where cases of the hybrid flu have been reported. 

U.S. Red Meat Production Climbs in March as Cattle, Hogs Get Heftier (Updated):  U.S. commercial red meat production in March rose 1 percent from a year ago, to a total of 4.14 billion pounds, as both cattle and hogs on average got heavier, USDA's Livestock Slaughter report showed.  Pork production edged up slightly to a new record high of 1.97 billion pounds, according to the report, released on Friday. Although the number of hogs killed fell slightly in March to 9.65 million head, the average live weight was up 1 pound from the previous year, at 272 pounds.  Beef production increased 2 percent from the previous year to 2.14 billion pounds. Cattle slaughter was up slightly to 2.73 million head, while the average live weight rose 29 pounds from the previous year, to 1,305 pounds.  For the first three months of 2009, commercial red meat production declined 3 percent from a year ago to a total of 12.1 billion pounds. Pork production was down 4 percent, beef production fell 2 percent and veal production was up 5 percent in the January-to-March period. 
Pork Checkoff Unveils New Web Site for Videos:  The Pork Checkoff has created a new Web site, video.pork.org, to provide a central location for all its videos, including YouTube clips, features on the Pork Industry Environmental Stewards and information on careers in pork production.  Along with a featured video presentation, the site lists categories for animal well-being, careers, environment and consumers. An online search tool helps visitors find the information they need. 
NCDA NEWS

Troxler Encourages Pork Producers to Practice Good Bio-Security:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler encourages North Carolina pork producers to enhance bio-security on their farms as a result of the swine influenza virus type H1N1 being reported in humans in some U.S. states by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. At this time, no pigs in the United States have been found to be infected or sick with the virus. It is not known whether this new strain causes any type of illness in swine. Still, good bio-security practices are essential to minimizing risk to farms, Troxler said. 
USDA NEWS   
USDA Awards $22.4 Million for the Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced final Fiscal Year 2009 grant awards to 50 state agencies and tribal organizations for the Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP).  North Carolina received $89,075.

USDA to Conduct First Wide-Scale Organic Agriculture Survey:  USDA announced it will conduct the first wide-scale survey of organic farming to find out how the growth of organic farming is changing the face of U.S. agriculture.  The results will help shape future decisions regarding farm policy, funding allocations, availability of goods and services, community development and other key issues. USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service will mail the survey in early May to all known organic producers in the United States, who are asked to respond by June 17. NASS will publish results next winter.   For more info go to www.agcensus.usda.gov/.
Mark Your Calendar

AgDay at the General Assembly: On Wednesday, May 13 the NC Agribusiness Council will host AgDay at the General Assembly which will start with a morning AgBriefing followed by legislative visits, meetings with House and Senate leadership and ending with an evening reception at the Cardinal Club with Governor Beverly Perdue as the guest of honor. Further details and RSVP information will be sent to NCAg members via email – but members are encouraged to mark the date – AgDay (May 13) - on their calendar.

Landscape  Professional Field Day, Wednesday May 13, JC Raulston Arboretum and Horticultural Field Laboratory, Beryl Rd., Raleigh. Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.  Lunch is provided.  Continuing education and pesticide recertification credits offered. For information contact: NCNLA at 919.816.9119 or Barbara Fair, NCSU, 919.513.2804

 “Export University”, a seminar for NC companies interested in exporting their products, will be held Tuesday, May 19 from 8 a.m. to  4:30 p.m. in the Scott Building at the State Fairgrounds. The seminar will cover a variety of topics, including marketing and sales techniques, global risk assessment, international payment methods, and developing an international marketing plan. Cost is $65 per person.  For more information, contact the International Marketing Office at the NCDA&CS at (919) 733-7912 or fo to www.ncagr.gov/markets/international/Worldtradeday.htm.
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