[image: image2.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness






May 5, 2008
[image: image1.png]



TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com

Business NEWS
Incentives: Gov. Mike Easley announced Wednesday that GE-Hitachi Nuclear Energy will be eligible for as much as $25.7 million in state incentives over the next 12 years for its plans to expand operations in Castle Hayne and create 900 new jobs.  The 900 jobs will pay on average about $85,000, Easley said, which is more than double the county average of about $33,000. 

Injunction on Biodiesel Plant Rejected:  An Iredell County Superior Court Judge on Wednesday denied a petition to stop construction on the proposed biodiesel facility and reaffirmed an earlier ruling that it is a bona fide farm use.  Judge John L. Holshouser Jr. agreed with Judge Kimberly Taylor’s earlier ruling. His order essentially gives Mike and Phil McLain a green light to construct the facility on their Snow Creek Road farm.  “The crushing of soybean and canola seed into oil for sale is, in the court’s opinion, a bona fide farm operation,” Holshouser wrote in his order.  The petition from members of Iredell Neighbors for Rural Life and 23 other plaintiffs sought to stop the McLains from constructing the biodiesel facility until the appeal on the ongoing court case was heard.  The McLains’ lawyer, Bill McMillan said legal proceedings should be over until the appeal is heard.  He said his best guess was the N.C. Court of Appeals would hear the case within the next year.
Washington NEWS

U.S. Could Add $770 Million in Food Aid: President Bush's proposal to provide an additional $770 million in international food and development aid is winning praise from Congress and charities, but they say more needs to be done.  The president's request Thursday follows his April 15 decision to raise $200 million in food aid by selling off stockpiles of wheat reserved for international emergencies. In addition, $350 million in aid is pending before Congress. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations will hold an international summit June 3-5 in Rome.  The proposal would be combined with $178 billion that Bush wants for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. The defense money is controversial in Congress, but there is growing consensus for increased food aid.   With the aid, the U.S. government would spend nearly $5 billion over two years to fight global hunger. Congress and the White House also are working to increase food assistance in the USA.   Congress is trying to wrap up a five-year farm bill that increases domestic nutrition aid. The White House has opposed the bill, saying it delivers big crop subsidies to wealthy farmers. 

Congress Seeks Two-Week Farm Bill Extension:  Both houses of Congress voted Thursday to extend current farm legislation for two more weeks to May 16 as agriculture committee conferees continue to try to hammer out new legislation that must pass Administration objections to become law.   The finished legislation must be approved by both houses of Congress, then sent to the White House, which has been warning for some time that approval could be a problem. 

Campaign NEWS
Televised Debate: It appears the race for the Democratic nomination for U.S. Senate will get a televised debate after all. State Sen. Kay Hagan, the frontrunner in the race, agreed Friday to debate her rivals Tuesday at UNC-Greensboro's Spartan TV station. The debate will include Hagan, Jim Neal, Marcus Williams and Howard Staley. A fifth candidate, Duskin Lassiter, has not committed. The debate will be the only televised meeting of the candidates before the state's May 6 primary. 

Poll Position: State Sen. Fred Smith and Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory are in dead heat in the race for the Republican nomination for governor, according to a poll released Wednesday by WRAL-TV in Raleigh and WBTV in Charlotte. The poll, conducted by Mason-Dixon Polling & Research Inc., surveyed 400 likely Republican voters on Monday and Tuesday and found Smith had the support of 32 percent of voters while 31 percent favored McCrory. Former state Supreme Court Justice Bob Orr and Salisbury attorney Bill Graham each drew less than 10 percent support in the poll.  In the race for the Democratic nomination for president, the poll found Illinois U.S. Sen. Barack Obama's once double-digit lead over New York U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton has eroded among North Carolina voters. The poll found that 49 percent of likely Democratic voters supported Obama while 42 percent supported Clinton. The Mason-Dixon poll has a margin of error of 5 percentage points for both Democratic and Republican races. Meanwhile, a poll of 500 likely voters conducted for McClatchy Newspapers and MSNBC found Obama leading

Clinton 51 percent to 44 percent. That poll was conducted by Research 2000 on April 29-30 and has a margin of error of 4.5 percentage points. 

Environment NEWS  
Voluntary Agricultural District:  Wilkes & Onslow counties recently passed Voluntary Agricultural District ordinances!  There are currently 61 counties with Voluntary Agricultural Districts in the state.

Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) Survey: The 2007 state and local PACE survey results are now available.  To view the tables, please select from the links provided above.  The tables track the progress of farm and ranch land protection programs in 21 states and 56 localities that have acquired funding and/or easements. The data in this survey is current as of January 2007, unless otherwise indicated. PACE tables are available in PDF format on the Farmland Information Center Web site, http://www.farmlandinfo.org/. 
USDA NEWS      
Russia Suspends Pork Exports From Four U.S. Plants: USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service said Russia has banned imports of pork from four U.S. processing plants, claiming to have detected an antibiotic in the meat. Russia suspended imports of pork from Tyson Foods Inc.'s Storm Lake, Iowa, and Logansport, Ind., plants and Farmland Foods' Crete, Neb., and Monmouth, Ill., plants. Farmland Foods is owned by Smithfield Foods.  "They had a question about tetracycline," said USDA Press Secretary Keith Williams. "We will work it out with them. As usual, in these business arrangements, they ask about shipments; we make inquiries and resolve the issue."
School Lunch Suppliers Complying After Humane Handling Audit: U.S. beef processors implicated in a USDA audit of slaughterhouses in the wake of the Hallmark/Westland recall have remedied the problems that prompted the agency's Food Safety and Inspection Service to issue reprimands, according to  FSIS spokeswoman Amanda Eamich.  FSIS's audit found violations at four of the 18 slaughterhouses that supply beef to the National School Lunch Program, including National Beef Packing Co.'s Dodge City, Kan., plant (overcrowded holding pens); Cargill Meat Solutions' Fresno, Calif., plant (excessive use of electrical prod); Dakota Premium Foods' South St. Paul, Minn., plant (excessive balking at stunning area); and Martin's Abbattoir and Wholesale Meats in Godwin, N.C. (insufficient stunning).  All have since remedied the problems, Eamich said. 
NCDA News

May Proclaimed Floriculture Month:  Gov. Mike Easley recently recognized May as Floriculture Month, based on the industry’s economic impact of more than $202 million.  “North Carolina ranks sixth nationally in floriculture production and we’re in the top 10 for production of many high-demand plants,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler.  Additional information on the North Carolina floriculture industry is available at the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Web site, www.ncagr.com, or the N.C. Commercial Flower Growers Association Web site, www.nccfga.org.
Commodity News
Hog Price Run-Up Surprises Analysts:  A nearly 20 percent run-up in live hog prices over the past two weeks has well surpassed even the normal seasonal April/May price climb, leaving analysts to only guess that strong domestic demand is the driver.   "I'm as confused as you are by the dramatic rate of increase," said Brumm Swine Consultancy founder Michael Brumm, noting that even strong exports and strong domestic demand don't fully explain how suddenly prices rose.   The analysts expressed concern that the recent price run-up could derail much-needed sow herd reductions.
AMI Launches Updated COOL Web Site:  The American Meat Institute has unveiled an updated version of its country-of-origin labeling Web site, www.countryoforiginlabel.org. Mandatory COOL is scheduled to go into effect Sept. 30.  Sections on the site include information about who needs to label products; how to determine what meat products need a label; labeling categories; record-keeping requirements; international trade; and a "support desk" that links visitors to USDA and AMI experts who can help explain the details of the law.
Ore. Court Rejects Medical Costs Claim on Tobacco Industry:  The same Oregon court that slapped Big Tobacco with a huge punitive damages award has handed the industry a victory by rejecting a class-action lawsuit for medical monitoring costs in a case where harm had yet to occur. Oregon's high court ruled unanimously Thursday that smokers must show actual harm to make a negligence claim against cigarette manufacturers,  not just the possibility they will be harmed. 

Tyson Appeal Denied:  federal appeals court has refused to block a preliminary injunction that bars Tyson Foods Inc. From marketing some of its chicken products as raised without antibiotics that impact antibiotic resistance in humans. Tyson filed the request in the fourth circuit court of appeals in Richmond, Va., following a federal judge's order forcing the company to stop its RWA marketing program.
Mark Your Calendar
The Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund Advisory Committee will conduct a business meeting on Tuesday, May 6 at 1 p.m. at the Eaddy Agronomic Building, 4300 Reedy Creek Road. The meeting is open to the public.
The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission Central Regional Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 6 at 6 p.m., Department of Environment and Natural Resources Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. Contact: Mike Marshall, 252-808-8077.

The Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) Southeast Regional Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 6 at 6 p.m, Department of Environment and Natural Resources Regional Field Office, 127 Cardinal Dr., Wilmington. Contact: Rich Carpenter, 910-796-7291

The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Wednesday, May 7 at 10 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building.
The Marine Fisheries Commission Inland Regional Advisory Committee will meet on Wednesday, May 7 at 6 p.m., McKimmon Center, 1101 Gorman Street, Raleigh. Contact: Randy Gregory, 252-808-8078.

The Energy Policy Council will meet on Thursday, May 8 at 9 a.m., conference room, State Construction Office, Education Building, 301 N. Wilmington St., Raleigh. Contact: Sharon Stroud, 733-1892.

The Environmental Review Commission will meet on Friday, May 9 at 9:30 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building.
Got to Be NC Festival will be held on June 5-8 at the State Fairgrounds. The first-ever, four-day festival celebrating North Carolina’s agricultural heritage and locally produced foods will feature a food trade show, antique tractors, draft horse and antique tractor pulls, the official state barbecue cooking championship, carnival rides, games, a petting zoo, pig races, a bluegrass band competition and country, bluegrass and beach music performances.  Festival hours will be 3 p.m.-midnight Thursday and Friday, and 10 a.m.-midnight Saturday and Sunday. Admission is free. Tickets to events in the Sam Rand Grandstand will be $5.  For more information, log on to www.ncagfest.com.
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