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May 29, 2012

Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions requiring straight answers.  Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent letters or e-mails to elected officials asking about our nation’s energy policy.  Start now by clicking https://www.ourenergy.coop/ to ask your elected officials three clear questions to get Congress headed in the right direction.  Brought to you by North Carolina’s electric co-operatives.

Washington NEWS
Farm Bill Introduced in Senate: The Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act of 2012 (S.3240) was officially introduced in the U.S. Senate last Thursday. The bill was adopted by the Senate Ag Committee last month on a vote of 16-5 with broad bipartisan support. “This bill has strong bipartisan support from senators across the country and I am looking forward to beginning floor consideration soon. We look forward to continuing to build on the Senate Farm bill’s broad bipartisan support to enact a Farm Bill this year before the current one expires,” said Senator Debbie Stabenow, Chairwoman of the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.
Rep. Ellmers Writes USTR on TPP: U.S. Rep. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2) sent a letter to U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk requesting more transparency of the treatment of tobacco in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade negotiations.  Ellmers writes, “USTR seems intent on imposing uniquely intolerant treatment for tobacco, with little legal analysis or justification for it.  I have concerns that the Administration is rushing to propose the creation of a tobacco safe harbor with the potential to impose regulatory barriers without insisting on safeguards that have been standard for 65 years.”  Ellmers asks that USTR relinquish the legal briefs/memos explaining the need to treat tobacco differently during the negotiations. Click here to read the full letter.

N.C. Ag Commissioner Calls for Action on TPP: N.C. Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is asking members of the agricultural industry to write their U.S. representatives concerning the treatment of tobacco in the Trans Pacific partnership (TPP) agreement.  Click here to read the letter.

Rep. Kissell Calls on Congress to Approve Keystone Pipeline:  U.S. Representative Larry Kissell (N.C.-8) took to the House floor last week to call on congressional leaders to immediately permit the Keystone XL pipeline project in this year’s Surface Transportation Authorization bill. Kissell spoke in support of a measure to instruct House and Senate conference committee members to authorize the pipeline within 30 days. Earlier this year, Kissell joined Reps. Connie Mack (R-FL) and Denny Rehberg (R-MT) in introducing H.R. 4000, the Energizing America through Employment Act. The bipartisan bill would approve and expedite the pipeline immediately and allow construction to begin on the cross-country effort.

U.S. Seeks to Eliminate India’s Restrictions on U.S. Ag Exports:  Ambassador Ron Kirk announced that the United States requested the World Trade Organization (WTO) to establish a dispute settlement panel to decide U.S. claims regarding the Government of India’s restrictions on imports of various U.S. agricultural products, including poultry meat and chicken eggs. While India asserts that its measures are aimed at preventing entry of avian influenza, India’s measures are inconsistent with the relevant science, international guidelines, and the standards India has set for its own domestic industry. Ambassador Kirk said, “The United States holds its agriculture industry to the highest standards of safety and is confident the WTO will agree that there is no justification for India's restrictions on U.S. exports.” The U.S. and India held consultations on April 16-17, 2012, without resolution of the matter.

Form ETA 790 Revisions: The Employment and Training Administration recently published changes to the Form ETA 790 (and extension) and an extension to Form ETA-795 in the Federal Register. Currently, ETA is soliciting comments concerning the extension of the expiration date (November 30, 2012) for ETA Forms 790 and 795 to November 30, 2015, and revisions made to ETA Form 790 with respect to the collection of information on the recruitment of agricultural workers. In situations where an adequate supply of workers does not exist locally, agricultural employers must use the Agricultural and Food Processing Clearance Order, ETA Form 790, to list the job opening with the State Workforce Agency (SWA) for recruiting temporary agricultural workers. Written comments must be submitted on or before July 16, 2012.  Click here for more.

White House Releases New Regulatory Review Policy:  The White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) recently announced a new executive order (Executive Order 13610) entitled "Identifying and Reducing Regulatory Burdens."  Under the executive order, federal agencies will be required to regularly solicit public comment on what regulations are in need of retrospective review under the administration's earlier regulatory review executive order (EO 13563).  In addition, under the executive order, agencies "shall give priority... to those initiatives that will produce significant quantifiable monetary savings or significant quantifiable reductions in paperwork burdens." 
Campaign NEWS

Recount Names Bell Winner in District 10 Race: John Bell has been declared the winner in the GOP primary race for N.C. House District 10.  After the May 8 primary, Bell had been leading incumbent Rep. Stephen LaRoque by 36 votes. The N.C. State Board of Elections recounted votes in Lenoir, Greene, Craven, and Wayne counties. Bell will run against Democrat Jim “Babe” Hardison of Lenoir County in November.

NC Legislative NEWS

Gov. Signs Order for Fracking Task Force; Natural Gas Supply Estimates Lowered: As N.C. legislators consider fracking legislation, Gov. Beverly Perdue signed Executive Order No. 118 to establish a task force to develop guidelines and create a framework for considering the type of standards that must be developed before any energy development begins. Perdue said, “Before we permit anyone to ‘frack’ in North Carolina, however, we must hear from all sides, address all issues, and develop a robust set of rules.”  State geologist Kenneth Taylor said that estimates of the state’s natural gas supply has been overstated.  Chatham, Lee, and Moore counties are considered to be the locations for the majority of natural gas concentrations. The supply nearly amounts to the state’s natural gas usage for five years.  The U.S. Geological Society is expected to release an estimate of state supplies later in the year.
University NEWS

Applications Available for Ag Ambassadors:  Applications are now available for the 2012-2013 National Collegiate Agriculture Ambassador program. College students ranging from sophomores to graduate students who have the desire to promote agriculture may apply to be an Ambassador. Please view the FAQ prior to filling out the application.  Applications are due on Friday, June 1st by 5pm EST. If you have questions, please contact Lindsey Calhoun at lcalhoun@ffa.org. For more info, click here.
Business NEWS
N.C. AgrAbility Program Assists Disabled Farmers: The N.C. AgrAbility program's purpose is to assist farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural workers with disabilities. Through education, support, and assistance, AgrAbility helps to eliminate (or at least minimize) obstacles that inhibit success in production agriculture or agriculture-related occupations. Click here for more info.

N.C. Dairy Advantage Offers Scholarships: In an effort to ensure the state stays at the forefront of the industry, N.C. Dairy Advantage is offering up to 12 scholarships to existing N.C. cheesemakers to attend the 2012 American Cheese Society’s annual conference in Raleigh, Aug. 1-4. Scholarships of $250-375 will be awarded, depending on number of selected applicants. Applications can be found online at www.ncdairyadvantage.com/producerprograms or by contacting Matthew Lange, dairy development coordinator for N.C. Dairy Advantage, at 919-740-1762. The deadline is June 11.
Commodity NEWS
Kudzu Bugs in Six N.C. Counties: During the week of May 14, kudzu bugs had been reported in six North Carolina counties in soybean fields, according to Dr. Dominic Reisig, N.C. Cooperative Extension entomologist and N.C. State University assistant professor. Prior to this, kudzu bugs had mainly been found on patches of soybeans that came up voluntarily at the edge of fields and in soybean fields during mid to late summer. In 2010, one county reported the pest, and last summer, it had spread to roughly half the state’s counties. Reisig and Dr. Jack Bacheler, N.C. Cooperative Extension entomologist and N.C. State professor, have developed a fact sheet about treating crops to protect against this pest. Entomologists in North and South Carolina and Georgia are collaborating to come up with answers for growers. 

N.C. March Farm Report Released: The Monthly Farm Report for March 2012 was recently released by the North Carolina Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service. The state received mostly above normal precipitation and temperatures throughout the month of March. Sweet potato growers intend to plant 67,000 acres, up 2,000 acres from last year. Corn plantings are expected to total 900,000 acres in 2012, up 3% from 2011. Peanut growers intend to plant 100,000 acres in 2012, up 22% from the planted acreage in 2011. Soybean off farm grain stocks totaled 10,745,000 bushels on March 1, 2012 compared to 9,026,000 bushels on March 1, 2011. Soybean plantings, at 1.43 million acres, are expected to increase 4% from 2011. Cotton growers intend to plant 700,000 acres in 2012, 13% fewer than last year. N.C. farmers intend to plant 18,000 acres of Irish potatoes in 2011, up from the 17,000 acres planted last year. South Atlantic region broiler-type eggs in incubators on March 1, 2012 totaled 233,027,000. The total was down 3% from the March 2011 total. N.C. producers intend to farrow 445,000 sows during both the March–May 2012 and June–August 2012 quarters. The state’s pig crop during the December 2011 – February 2012 period totaled 4.356 million head, up 1% from the same period last year. The number of pigs saved per litter averaged 9.9, which is up from the 9.7 pigs saved during the same quarter last year.  To read the full report, click here.
NCDA NEWS

Farmers Should Review Rules Before Burning Agricultural Debris: Farmers should review open burning laws before burning off crop residue to ensure they stay in compliance with state air quality rules. The NCDA&CS and NCDENR’s Division of Air Quality created standards for acceptable agricultural burning without a permit in 2009. North Carolina law prohibits most open burning because the smoke from outdoor fires can cause serious health problems and contribute to air pollution. Under state law, DAQ can assess fines up to $25,000 per violation. Although farmers may not need a permit from DAQ, farmers may still need to obtain a burn permit from the N.C. Forest Service if burning will take place within 500 feet of any woodlands. The online application is at www.ncforestservice.gov. Troxler encourages farmers to contact their local N.C. Forest Service office or local fire department before burning to ensure that conditions are appropriate for the task. Questions about air quality should be directed to regional DAQ offices.
USDA NEWS

N.C. Farmer Named to USDA’S Council for Native American Farming and Ranching:  U.S. Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the appointment of members to the Council for Native American Farming and Ranching, a committee created to advise him on ways to eliminate barriers to participation for Native American farmers and ranchers. Mary Thompson from Cherokee, N.C. has been appointed for a two-year term. The Council is being appointed as part of the Keepseagle settlement. The Council will suggest changes to Farm Service Agency (FSA) regulations and also provide internal guidance or propose measures that would promote the participation of Native American farmers and ranchers in all other USDA programs and support government-to-government relations between USDA and tribal governments. 
USDA Seeking Comments on New Microloan Proposal for Small Farmers: USDA is seeking comments on a proposal to improve its Operating Loan Program to better meet the needs of small farmers with a new microloan program. Under the microloan proposal, producers who need a loan for less than $35,000 may apply using simplified and streamlined procedures. The program will cut the required paperwork in half and simplify the process to obtain a loan. The goal of the microloan program is to better meet the credit needs of small farm operations while making more effective use of FSA resources. Small farmers often rely on credit cards or personal loans, which carry high interest rates and have less flexible payment schedules, to finance their operations. Click here to view the proposed rule. Comments should be submitted no later than July 23, 2012 by either of the following methods: Federal eRulemaking Portal: www.regulations.gov. Mail: Director, Loan Making Division (LMD), FSA, USDA, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Stop 0522, Washington, DC 20250-0522.
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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