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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Farm Bill Back to White House:  The House clerk will send the re-passed farm bill to President Bush early next week when he returns from Europe. After the bill cleared both chambers in May, Bush vetoed the measure and Congress overrode the veto. But the trade title of the bill was not printed, and therefore did not become law. To rectify the situation, the House and Senate cleared the bill for a second time. Another Bush veto is expected, followed by another likely override vote.

Congressmen Request Fertilizer Price Probe:  Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., a member of the Senate Agriculture Committee and chairman of the Budget Committee, says fertilizer prices currently are nearly three times what they were in 2000.  Conrad, fellow North Dakota Sen. Byron Dorgan and North Dakota Rep. Earl Pomeroy have written a letter to Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer asking him to find out why prices for fertilizer products such as DAP have risen from $400 to $1,000 per ton.  “While some of the increase may be a result of rising petroleum costs, those factors alone do not fully explain the current escalation in fertilizer prices,” said Conrad. 

Legislative NEWS
Anti-Smoking Bills:  The House Health Committee gave anti-smoking advocates a small victory Tuesday with the approval of three bills to ban smoking in and around government property. One measure would create 50-foot no-smoking zones around state government buildings. Rep. Jennifer Weiss, D-Wake and sponsor of the anti-smoking bills, said some smokers now congregate outside building entrances, where smoke easily can waft inside.   Another proposal approved Tuesday would ban smoking in all state-owned or leased vehicles. Committee members also backed a bill to allow community colleges to establish their own campus smoking bans. The schools were unintentionally stripped of that power last year, Weiss said. The three bills now go to a House judiciary committee for consideration. 
Drought Proposals:  Gov. Mike Easley urged lawmakers Thursday to take up some of his administration's recommendations for dealing with water shortages. "The legislature has been in town five weeks and still has not taken up our request on authorization to deal with this drought," Easley said in a statement.  
Baked Goods Tax:  All baked goods -- not just those purchased in grocery stores -- would be taxed at 2 percent in legislation approved unanimously by the Senate. The measure seeks to eliminate confusion over the rate at which breads, cakes or other items originating from bakeries are taxed. The measure now goes to the House. 

Business NEWS

Rate Hike:  Progress Energy has asked state officials to approve a 16 percent rate increase to help cover the soaring cost of fuel needed to run power plants. Such a hike would increase the typical residential bill from about $97 a month to nearly $113 a month for a household that uses 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity a month. The rate increase, if approved by the N.C. Utilities Commission, would go into effect Dec. 1. 
Donning and Doffing Time:  A Baltimore judge has ruled that unionized poultry workers at Arkansas-based Mountaire Farms must be paid for the time they spent donning and doffing protective gear in the plant.  The ruling affects 425 employees of Mountaire Farms and will also allow 150 plaintiffs at a Selbyville, Del., plant who are members of the United Food and Commerical Workers and International Brotherhood of Teamsters to carry on with their lawsuit.  This is the latest in a series of donning and doffing rulings to affect the poultry industry. 
Commodity NEWS

N.C. Tomatoes Safe, Officials Say:  The FDA is warning of a widespread salmonella outbreak involving certain types of tomatoes, but consumers buying North Carolina’s harvest of tomatoes are safe.   The state’s tomato harvest is now finding its way to market, which qualifies it for the FDA’s Safe List.  The FDA said the source is either red plum, red round or Roma tomatoes. There are 27 other states and foreign countries on the government’s safe list.  Cherry, grape and tomatoes with the vine still attached are not affected by the outbreak. If unsure where the tomatoes have come from, experts say to cook them.  North Carolina could benefit from the nationwide scare, especially with some of the larger farms shipping tomatoes to other states.
Hog Producers Could Need $95 Per Hundredweight:  The weather-related run-up in corn and soybean futures prices over the past 10 days have pushed projected break-even costs for hog producers a year from now as high as $95 per hundredweight (cwt) or more, according to Paragon Economics President Steve Meyer.  Corn and soybean component costs now running at about $240 per ton could escalate to over $270 per ton if current futures prices turn out to accurately predict prices by next summer, according to Meyer's calculations.
Midwest Rains Push Corn Prices Above $7 A Bushel:  Corn prices on Wednesday surged above $7 a bushel for the first time, pushed higher by Midwest rains that have flooded fields.  Flooding has also pushed soybean prices to record levels. Soybeans for July delivery rose 70 cents to settle at $15.165 a bushel on the Chicago Board Of Trade, not far from the all-time high of $15.96 a bushel.  The bad weather prompted the U.S. Department of Agriculture to lower its corn output forecast. U.S. corn production is expected to reach 11.7 billion bushels this year, a 10 percent drop from last year's crop.
Immigration NEWS

Shuler’s Bill May Not Get Vote:  Rep. Heath Shuler’s immigration bill got another hearing Tuesday, but time is running out on his plan to require employers to use a government database to screen out unauthorized workers.  Lawmakers acknowledged they needed to do something about the millions of illegal immigrants working in the U.S. But many at a House immigration subcommittee hearing cited numerous problems with mandating that employers use E-Verify, which is currently voluntary.  The bill by Shuler, D-Waynesville, has had three hearings, but no vote has been scheduled and less than six months remain in the congressional session.  A bill to force a House floor vote on Shuler’s bill gained 189 signatures, close to the 218 needed. But momentum stalled in late March.  While Congress debates, efforts requiring employers to use E-verify are growing: President Bush signed an executive order Friday requiring government contractors to use E-Verify; South Carolina passed a law requiring employers to either use E-Verify or view workers’ S.C. driver’s licenses; North Carolina state lawmakers Sen. John Snow, D-Cherokee, and Rep. Charles Thomas, R-Bumcombe, filed legislation last month mandating employers use E-Verify.
Committee Revives Debate Over Green Card Allocation:  Congress has all but given up on passing an immigration policy overhaul this year, but members continue to pin hopes on legislation that would allow more highly skilled foreign workers into the United States. Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va., and Judiciary Immigration Subcommittee Chairwoman Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., have introduced a bill that would eliminate the arbitrary per-country caps for employment-based immigrants and let the Homeland Security and State departments recapture unused green cards to use the following fiscal year. 

GOP Lawmakers Push Border Fence Mandate:  A group of House Republicans on Tuesday called on Homeland Security  to build 700 miles of double-layered fencing along the border with Mexico, as required under a 2006 law.  Leading the group, Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., has introduced legislation that would place such a mandate on the department. Congress removed the requirements in the 2006 law as part of the FY08 omnibus appropriations bill.  But the Republicans said they are committed to seeing the fencing built. 

Campaign NEWS 

Etheridge, Mcintyre Step Aboard Obama Bus:  U.S. Reps. Bob Etheridge and Mike McIntyre, both superdelegates, have announced that they are endorsing Barack Obama for president.   

Perdue, Mccrory Agree to Debates:  The two major-party candidates for governor  have agreed to participate in at least five debates.   Four of the debates are to be televised. The first debate, meanwhile, will be held at June 21 at the N.C. Bar Association’s annual meeting at Atlantic Beach.   The campaigns said the televised debates would be held on: Aug. 19, Sept. 9, Sept. 19, and Oct. 15.  Libertarian Party gubernatorial candidate Mike Munger said groups putting on the debates didn’t invite him but said they should. The party last month turned in enough signatures to get officially certified and qualify its candidates for the November ballot. 
USDA NEWS  
FSA County Committee Nominations:  Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer announced farmer and rancher candidate nominations begin June 15 for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. The nomination period continues through Aug. 1, 2008. Elections take place this fall.  The form and other valuable information about FSA county committee elections are available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov ; click on News & Events, then County Committee Elections.
USDA Delivers First Action for New 2008 Farm Bill:  USDA is implementing marketing assistance loan and loan deficiency payment (LDP) provisions.  USDA also announced that county loan rates for 2008 crop of wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley, oats, soybeans, and other oilseeds.  State loan rates by class for 2008 crop of rice, and regional loan rates for 2008 pulse crops (small chickpeas, dry peas, and lentils) were posted today on the FSA Web site http://www.fsa.usda.gov.
USDA Trying to Avoid Mandatory Animal ID:  USDA is boosting its efforts to get livestock producers signed up in the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) ahead of mandatory country of origin labeling (COOL) legislation that becomes effective this fall. The recently passed farm bill sets a September timeframe for COOL to become effective. Proposed regulations are expected in July.
People NEWS

Appointments:  Gov. Mike Easley announced a number of appointments last week:   Rob Bizzell, Kinston, to the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission. Bizzell is the president and chief operating officer of Realo Discount Drugs.  Louis B. Daniel III, Newport, to the North Carolina Fisheries Association, Incorporated Board of Directors. Daniel is the director of the Division of Marine Fisheries in Morehead City.
Mark Your Calendar
Senate Committee On Appropriations on Natural and Economic Resources will meet on Monday, June 16 at 4:00 p.m., 423 Legislative Office Building.
House Committee On Environment and Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, June 17 at 12:00 p.m., 643 Legislative Office Building. 

The Advisory Committee for the Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund will conduct a business meeting on Tuesday, June 17 at 1:00 p.m. at the Eaddy Agronomic Building, 4300 Reedy Creek Road. The meeting is open to the public. More information is available at www.ncadfp.org.
The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a hearing to gain public input on plans to enlarge two estuarine artificial reefs off Bayview and Oriental, Monday, June 16 at 6:00 p.m DENR Washington Regional Office, Washington Square Mall, Washington and Tuesday, June 17 at 6:00 p.m. Oriental Town Hall, 507 Church St., Oriental. Contact: Jim Fancesconi, 252-808-8063.

The Marine Fisheries Commission Finfish Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday, June 17 at 10:30 a.m., 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. Contact: Katy West, 252-946-6481. 
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