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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Food Safety Bill Passes House Committee With Meat Industry Exemptions:  The House Energy and Commerce Committee Wednesday passed the Food Safety Enhancement Act of 2009 with an amendment that would exempt meat, poultry, eggs and the farms and facilities that produce and process them exclusively.  An amendment passed by voice vote exempts farms, foods and facilities regulated exclusively by the Secretary of Agriculture under the Federal Meat Inspection Act, the Poultry Products Inspection Act or the Egg Products Inspection Act.  The bill, passed by the committee unanimously, would give FDA authority to order food recalls, increase inspections to every six to 12 months at high-risk facilities, impose new penalties on violators and require foreign and domestic food companies to follow food safety standards at facilities covered by the act, according to media reports. It would boost FDA funding by requiring covered companies to pay $500 per facility yearly with a cap of $175,000 per company. 
Legislative NEWS 
Reynolds Workers Walk to Stop NC Cig Tax Increase:  Hundreds of workers from North Carolina cigarette factories owned by Reynolds American Inc. protested the possibility of higher cigarette taxes. The Winston-Salem-based company paid to send busloads of employees to the General Assembly in Raleigh on Tuesday. The company is trying to prevent lawmakers from raising the state's excise tax on cigarettes to help close a spending gap of more than $4 billion.  Gov. Beverly Perdue proposed increasing the tax by $1 per pack. House and Senate budget plans didn't include that proposal. Congress this year raised the federal cigarette tax by 62 cents a pack. 

New Smoking Policy Causes Snag for State Employees’ Health Insurance: The managers of the state employees’ health insurance plan want some guidance from lawmakers about how to enforce a new policy that would force people who smoke or are excessively obese to pay for higher out-of-pocket costs. The Senate Select Committee on Employee Hospital and Medical Benefits heard options from State Health Plan administrator Jack Walker. He said the health plan would use a saliva test at random on employees who say they don't smoke to determine whether they're telling the truth. Walker said those found to be lying would be sent to a less generous plan but suggested regulators could increase their deductibles or remove from the plan entirely for as long as 12 months. Senators on the committee were concerned that a whole family could be removed from the insurance rolls if only one member smoked but hid the habit from the plan. The changes could save the plan tens of millions of dollars annually.
Iler to Succeed Bonner Stiller in NC House:  The former head of the Brunswick County Republican Party is moving to the North Carolina House. The Brunswick County GOP leaders chose Frank Iler on Tuesday night to replace Bonner Stiller. Iler will serve the remainder of Stiller's two-year term in the 17th House District.  Stiller announced earlier this month he was stepping down from the chamber in the middle of his fourth term, saying he wanted more time with his family and work. 

Budget Negotiations:  Lawmakers said Thursday that they are assembling a two-year budget that raises much of the money Gov. Beverly Perdue is calling for to avoid some of the deepest cuts to state government. While details on how to raise the extra money are still being worked out, Democratic legislative leaders said they are assembling a two-year budget that would increase revenues by $900 million for the year starting July 1 and $1.3 billion the following year. That's still short of the $1 billion to $1.5 billion extra that lawmakers said Perdue asked them to raise next year to block spending cuts in education and other departments.  Negotiators trying to narrow differences between House and Senate spending plans in education, health care and other areas met late Thursday in subcommittees. They were told to turn in compromises to top negotiators by Monday. They are aiming to get a final plan to Perdue before the fiscal year begins July 1.  On the tax side, the focus has shifted to a Senate proposal that would raise more than $900 million by expanding the number of services that would be subject to the sales tax and eliminating personal deductions and corporate breaks for income tax. At the same time, sales taxes consumers pay would be lowered from the current 6.75 percent to 6 percent, the corporate income tax rate would be decreased from 6.9 percent to 5.5 percent and marginal individual income tax rates would be reduced. The tax plan adds a new provision that would raise $274 million by taxing electricity at the full sales tax rate, not the current 3 percent.  The House package expanded the sales tax to fewer services than the Senate, raised the sales tax to 7 percent, created two new individual income tax rates for the highest wage earners and raised liquor taxes. The Senate plan would raise taxes on alcoholic beverages and the cigarette tax from 35 cents a pack to 50 cents. 
Environmental NEWS

Cap-and-Trade Not Favorable for Farmers:  Farmers’ incomes could take a big hit if cap-and-trade legislation passes, according to a study released by the Heritage Foundation.   Key findings in the study include:  Farm income (after paying all expenses) is expected to drop $8 billion in 2012, $25 billion in 2024 and over $50 billion in 2035.  These are decreases of 28%, 60% and 94%, respectively.; The average net income lost over the 2010-2035 timeline is $23 billion, which is a 57% decrease from the baseline; Construction costs of farm buildings will go up from the baseline by 5.5% in 2025 and 10% by 2034; By 2035, gasoline and diesel costs are expected to be 58% higher and electric rates 90% higher.  For More Info go to blog.heritage.org/2009/06/09/for-farmers-cap-and-trade-is-a-permanent-drought-season/.

Hagan Applauds Final Resolution of PCS Phosphate:  Marking the conclusion of an eight-year process, U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (D-NC) applauded the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ final decision to grant PCS Phosphate a permit to continue mining operations in Beaufort County.  Hagan, along with other members of the NC Congressional Delegation, wrote a letter to the EPA and other oversight agencies in February to encourage these agencies to work with the Army Corps to ensure that a final decision was reached in a timely manner.  Last week the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issued a Record of Decision (ROD) agreeing to the permit, and the EPA had a 10-day window to veto the decision. Last week, the EPA said they would not overturn the decision, stating that “after close consultation, EPA Headquarters and Region 4 have decided that the [PSC Phosphate permit] process has been resolved.”  
OLF Opposition:  U.S. Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., has introduced a measure that would allow each county being considered for the practice field to have final say on whether to accept it. The Navy would be unable to build a landing field if the local government formally opposed it within 90 days of final site selection. Meanwhile, U.S. Rep. Walter Jones, R-N.C., has introduced a measure that would prohibit building an outlying landing field at Sandbanks or Hale’s Lake in northeastern North Carolina. 
People NEWS

Duke Names New CFO:  Duke Energy named Lynn Good as its new group executive and chief financial officer, replacing David Hauser, who will become chairman and chief executive of FairPoint Communications. Good had been group executive and president of Duke's commercial businesses for the past 18 months. Good will assume her new Duke job on July 1.

Former Legislator Dies:  James Edwards, a former member of the House and Senate, has died. Edwards, who died last Thursday at the age of 82, represented Caldwell County in the Senate in 1979-1980 and also 1983-1984. Prior to that, he spent two terms in the House. 
Business NEWS
American Meat Institute's New Informational Website:   The American Meat Institute has unveiled a new website for the media: www.MeatFuelsAmerica.com.  This economic modeling tool will provide users with information on the economic impact of the U.S.  meat and poultry industry nationally, state-by-state and for each Congressional District in the country. 
Commodity NEWS
Mexico Demand for U.S. Pork to Normalize by End of June: Demand for U.S. pork in Mexico is on the rebound and by the end of June shall have nearly returned to pre-H1N1 levels, according to Chad Russell, the U.S. Meat Export Federation's regional director for Mexico and the Dominican Republic.  Russell said that the organization has conducted surveys indicating that the vast majority of consumers in Mexico do not believe that people can contract H1N1 from eating pork. The flu dampened demand on pork in general, meaning there also is a glut of Mexican pork on the domestic market that has made prices more affordable for the domestic product than for U.S. pork. However, Russell said USMEF believes domestic inventory will be worked off by the end of June as well. 
Stage Set for Higher Poultry Production:  Broiler meat production is on the rebound, spurred by rising chick placements, after falling strongly in the first half of the year, USDA said in its latest industry outlook.  Production could even top year-ago levels by the fourth quarter. While broiler production is seen down about 2 percent in second-half 2009 compared with the prior year, broiler product prices are expected to rise, especially if export demand remains high.  Chicks placed for growout are on the rise because of the higher broiler meat prices. By the start of the fourth quarter, the agency expects chick placements to be down only slightly from a year ago, pushing broiler meat production in the quarter to just above last year's levels. 

Online Tool Helps Pork Producers Prepare for Emergencies:  The Pork Checkoff recently unveiled a new emergency action plan tool to help pork producers prepare for floods, fires and other unexpected events. The site,eap.pork.org, guides producers through the planning and documenting of an emergency response plan. 
Mark Your Calendar

AgGolf at Pinehurst: Sign up to play golf in the annual NC Agribusiness Council AgGolf Tournament on Monday, July 6 at Pinehurst Country Club, Course #1 in Pinehurst, NC.  The format will be captain’s choice. If you are interested in playing, please contact the Council at 919-782-4063 for more information.

Disaster Preparedness for Farmers & Animal Waste Operators will be held Monday, June 29, from 3-6:00 p.m., NCCES-Duplin County Center, Kenansville. Topics covered: Weather Spotting & Hurricanes, Code Red & Emergency Management, Basic Farm Preparedness. Program offers 2 1/2 hours waste credit and is free.  Attendees must pre-register by contacting Wanda Hargrove at 910-296-2143.

The Subcommittee on Offshore Energy Exploration will meet on Tuesday, June 30 at 10 a.m., Burney Center, Burney Ballroom C, UNC-Wilmington Campus. 
Sunbelt Expo Field Day is set for July 7 and will be held at Spence Field, Moultrie, GA and will feature the latest in corn, soybean, peanut and cotton varieties; plus updates of irrigation, glyphosate resistance herbicide programs and new alfalfa varieties. For more info go to www.sunbeltexpo.com.

The National Cotton Council has scheduled dates and locations for the 2009 Producer Information Exchange (P.I.E.) program. This season Southeastern producers will travel to California on Aug. 2-7.
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