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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in AgriScience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Congress Enacts Farm Bill Over Bush Veto, Again:  Congress enacted a massive $290 billion farm bill for a second time on Wednesday.  The Senate voted 80-14 to override President Bush's veto of the legislation, and the House voted 317-109 to override it a few hours later. 
Workplace Injury HearingWASHINGTON --:  Federal regulators should stop relying solely on employers to honestly report work-related injuries and illnesses, experts said Thursday.   Instead, they said, the government should also talk to workers and examine other data, such as hospital records, to see how many Americans are injured each year on the job.  The remarks were made during a House Education and Labor Committee hearing held to explore why growing evidence points to undercounting of even serious injuries. It was a first step toward re-examining the way the government determines if employers are keeping their workers safe.  More than a dozen committee members attended. The half dozen who spoke agreed there was a problem and said the recordkeeping system must be examined. 
Legislative NEWS
Illegal Immigrant Legislation:  The Senate unanimously approved legislation Tuesday that would allow state prisons to release illegal immigrants convicted of some nonviolent crimes so they can immediately be deported. The measure now goes to the House. But, legislation introduced in both chambers that would permanently bar illegal immigrants from state community colleges appears headed for failure, according to sponsors of the bills. Rep. George Cleveland, R-Onslow, sponsor of the House bill and Sen. Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, sponsor of the Senate bill, said their measures appear doomed to die in committee. Rep. Paul Luebke, D-Durham, said he thinks many legislators have come to the conclusion that it's wrong to deny access to education, which explains the bills' failure. 
No Smoking:  The Senate gave its final approval Tuesday to further smoking restrictions on state property, including a ban on lighting up in the state's motor fleet. One bill passed 31-17 would bar people from smoking within 25 feet of entrances to state buildings on state-owned or leased property. The buffer also would surround ventilation systems and open windows to those buildings. Another proposal, approved 38-10, would prohibit smoking in all state-owned or leased vehicles. Both measures now go to the House.  
Senate Approves Land Transfer Tax:  The Senate gave its final approval on a 38-6 vote to a bill that would repeal a land transfer tax option for counties approved by lawmakers just a year ago. The measure now goes to the House, where Democrats were the largest supporters of the land transfer option during the 2007 budget negotiations. 

Gray Milk:  The House Agriculture Committee approved legislation Wednesday that would block a new rule requiring the addition of gray dye to unpasteurized pet milk. State agriculture officials approved the rule last year, saying it would help prevent illegal human consumption of unpasteurized milk. The rule is scheduled to take effect in July. But Rep. Pricey Harrison, D-Guilford and sponsor of the bill, said the rule unfairly penalizes farmers, who will have difficulty selling dark-colored milk. 
Commodity NEWS

NCSU Maps Tobacco Genome:  North Carolina State University scientists have completed a nearly five-year, $17.6 million effort to map the genome of tobacco.  Dr. Charles Opperman, plant pathology professor and co-director of the project Dr. Steven Lommel, said the genetic information will be available online through the N.C. State University Web site, http://www.tobaccogenome.org/.
N.C. Peaches:  The 2008 peach season has kicked off at farmers markets and grocery stores across the state. The five-month peach season officially lasts from June through early October, with different varieties appearing throughout the season. 

383 Tainted Tomato Cases Confirmed:  Federal health officials have learned of 106 more cases of salmonella linked to tainted tomatoes, putting the outbreak’s toll at 383 on Wednesday and counting. Many of the newest influx of cases were people who got sick weeks ago but hadn’t been counted yet. It might be impossible to trace the ultimate source of the tainted tomatoes, the Food and Drug Administration’s food safety chief warned Wednesday.  The FDA continues to urge consumers nationwide to avoid raw red plum, red Roma or red round tomatoes unless they were grown in specific states or countries that FDA has cleared of suspicion. Also safe are grape tomatoes, cherry tomatoes and tomatoes sold with the vine still attached. 

Midwest Floods Send Corn Prices Soaring Past $8 a Bushel:  Corn prices surged to a record Monday, with some contracts briefly topping $8 a bushel for the first time as traders bet that a major swath of this year's corn crop will be lost to Midwest flooding.  The concerns were underscored after the markets closed, when the U.S. Department of Agriculture estimated that 43% of this year's corn crop is in fair to very poor condition vs. 30% at this point in 2007, which eventually produced a record harvest.  USDA last week reduced its estimate for corn production, given severe Midwest flooding and heavy rain, while predicting corn supplies could fall to the lowest level since 1996. 
Soybean Growers Warned About Pigweed:  Glyphosate resistant pigweed has been documented in North Carolina, and the problem is headed north.  Glyphosate resistance problems have been well documented in North Carolina and Georgia, but may be a bigger, yet under-reported problem in South Carolina. Big increases in wheat acreage and the need for a quick and reliable burndown of wheat point to a possible increase in glyphosate usage in all the Southeastern states.
Virginia Ethanol Plant to Use Local Barley:  The announcement that the proposed 60 million gallon per year ethanol plant to be built in Hopewell, Va. will operate primarily on barley has Virginia and North Carolina grain growers buzzing with the possibilities.  The Appamattox Bio Energy Plant being built by Osage Bio Energy is scheduled for groundbreaking in the fall of 2008.   “We hope to be ready to use the 2009 barley crop,” says Craig Shealy, president and CEO of Osage Bio Energy.  We are looking at nearly five million acres of farmland in our production region on which crops are grown in the spring and summer, but the land is left fallow in the fall and winter. If a small portion of that land were brought into full-season production, it would generate more than enough barley to run our plant in Hopewell,” Shealy explains. Growers who are interested in learning more about growing barley for the Osage plant in Hopewell can contact Bill Scruggs, at bill.Scruggs@osagebioenergy.com.
Immigration NEWS

Plant Supervisors Arrested:  Four supervisors at House of Raeford's Greenville, S.C., poultry processing plant were arrested on Tuesday as part of the continuing Immigration and Customs Enforcement investigation into alleged immigration infractions.  ICE officials claim they found false information on employment records at the plant, prompting the arrests. Warrants have been issued for an additional six supervisors, and officials expect to arrest those individuals soon.  House of Raeford promptly issued a statement saying, "We have policies and programs in place that follow federal requirements for verifying the eligibility of job applicants."
Campaign NEWS 

Gulley Challenger: Republican Rep. Jim Gulley will have a challenger in November after all. Matthews resident Mark Brody, 56, an independent, has filed the required 2,190 signatures to get on the ballot as a second candidate for the District 103 seat. 

Munger Debates:  Mike Munger, a Libertarian candidate for governor, fought to get his party on the ballot this year. Now, the Duke political scientist is fighting to be included in debates with his opponents in November, Democrat Beverly Perdue and Republican Pat McCrory. So far, one debate will exclude him. And he says he has to remind other hosts that North Carolina officially has three parties. 
USDA NEWS 
Poultry Production Rises in April:  Total broiler meat production in April 2008 was 3.18 billion pounds, up 10.2 percent over the previous year, according to USDA's latest Livestock, Dairy & Poultry Outlook report.  Meantime, turkey meat production totaled 520 million pounds in April, up 12.4 percent from the same period last year. 
U.S. Pork Production:  USDA lowered its 2008 and 2009 forecasts of commercial pork production slightly in June, responding to lower-than-expected imports of Canadian slaughter hogs and lower average dressed weights.   In its monthly Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Outlook report, USDA reduced its 2008 commercial pork production forecast by 100 million pounds, to 23.4 billion pounds, 6.6 percent above production last year. The production forecast for next year was lowered by 235 million pounds, to 22.7 billion pounds, 2.9 percent below 2008.
Quality Loss Crop Disaster Program:  USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Teresa Lasseter announced that eligible farmers who suffered quality losses to their crops in recent years can enroll in the Crop Disaster Program 2005-2007 (CDP) at local FSA service centers starting June 23, 2008.  Producers who incurred qualifying quantity or quality losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 may receive benefits for only one of these years.  However, producers may apply for benefits for losses to multiple crops as long as the losses occurred in the same crop year.  For further details about CDP Quality loss, see http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/cdpqlty08.pdf.  
FSIS Posts Second HIKE Scenario This Year:  USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service has posted on its Web site the second Humane Interactive Knowledge Exchange scenario this year, this one addressing Cattle Unloading: Slips and Falls.  
NCDA NEWS

No-Till Grass Drills Arrive:  The N.C. Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation purchased five Truax Flex II-88 no-till grass drills, which arrived this week at the Upper Piedmont Research Station in Reidsville. The drills will go to soil and water districts in Davidson, Guilford, Rockingham, Stokes and Surry counties. Each district will get a drill.  Farmers should contact their district office about renting a drill. Districts will set the rental fees, but the foundation has recommended a range of $8 to $10 per acre, said Cecil Settle, the group’s executive director.
Drought NEWS

Drought Conditions:  Almost all of the state is again facing drought conditions, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. The percentage of the state classified as being in drought rose from 65 percent last week to 97 percent this week. Five counties west of Charlotte are now back in "exceptional" drought, the worst category. Only the northeastern corner of the state is not classified as being in drought. Conditions there, however, are abnormally dry. 
Environmental NEWS

Burning Ban:  The N.C. Division of Forest Resources has initiated a ban on open burning and canceled burning permits for Brunswick, Columbus, Bladen, Duplin, Pender and New Hanover counties. The burning ban will remain in effect until further notice. 
Mark Your Calendar

Senate Committee On Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, June 24 at 11:00 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 
House Committee On Environment and Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, June 24 at 12:00 p.m., 643. 
The 9th International Conference on Precision Agriculture (ICPA) will be held July 20-23 at the Hyatt Tech Center in Denver, Colorado.  The conference Web site is www.icpaonline.org.
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