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Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions requiring straight answers.  Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent letters or e-mails to elected officials asking about our nation’s energy policy.  Start now by clicking https://www.ourenergy.coop/ to ask your elected officials three clear questions to get Congress headed in the right direction.  Brought to you by North Carolina’s electric co-operatives.
Washington NEWS
House Passes Climate Bill:  The House narrowly passed climate change legislation Friday, but the measure will face several challenges in getting through the Senate. The next step for the bill is uncertain with health care legislation expected to consume much of the Senate’s floor schedule this summer and fall. Moreover, the bill would need 60 votes to advance in the Senate — which is not guaranteed given concerns Midwestern moderates have already raised over the bill. Overall, the bill sets a 20 percent renewable electricity standard with 15 percent from renewable sources such as wind and solar and 5 percent through efficiency by 2020; requires a 17 percent reduction in carbon emissions by 2020 and 83 percent by 2050; invests $90 billion for energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies; and allots $60 billion for carbon capture and sequestration. The bill included a slew of last-minute changes requested by lawmakers, including several pushed by rural Democrats and House Agriculture Chairman Collin Peterson (D-Minn.).  Those changes included providing half of a percentage point more in pollution emission allowances for rural electric cooperatives and puts the Agriculture Department, instead of the Environmental Protection Agency, in charge of overseeing the agriculture and forestry carbon-offset program for the sectors, which are exempt from the bill’s carbon emission reduction requirements. Practices such as no-till farming, which doesn’t release carbon from the soil, will be available to earn offset credits under the new program, as long as they began after 2001 and result in additional greenhouse gas reduction. The Peterson language also mandates that derivatives for emission allowances, offset credits and renewable electricity credits must be traded on markets regulated by the Commodities Futures Trading Commission. Another agreement brokered by Peterson would put the definition of renewable biomass in line with the 2008 farm bill for private lands. Environmental safeguards for those materials found on public lands are preserved.  The agreement between Peterson and Waxman also calls for removal of an indirect land use provision that wouldn’t count most corn-based biofuels as a carbon-reducing renewable fuel, which was part of the 2007 energy bill. Instead the bill essentially provides a five-year moratorium calling for study of the issue, which the Agriculture Department, Energy Department or EPA could veto.
Legislative NEWS 
Landscaping Plant Ban: A House judiciary committee has unanimously approved a bill to ban a hallucinogenic herb that studies show is gaining popularity. The plant, Salvia Divinorum, is currently legal and comes from Mexico. It is also used in landscaping and decoration. The bill would make it unlawful to manufacture, sell, deliver or possess the herb for reasons other than decoration. The first offense would punishable by a minimum $25 fine, with tougher sanctions for repeat offenders. The Senate voted in May to ban the substance. The bill must be approved by one more committee before it reaches the House floor. At least 14 other states have regulated the plant.
Immigration NEWS

Feds Seek Public Input on E-Verify Program: The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services department is seeking public comment on the Designated Agent program of E-Verify, according to a notice in the Federal Register.  Under USCIS's Designated Agent Process, a participating employer may choose to outsource submission of employment eligibility verification queries for newly hired employees to a Designated Agent. E-Verify Designated Agents conduct the verification process for other employers or clients. USCIS is asking Designated Agents, their clients, or others with Designated Agent experience to provide their comments or suggestions for improving the Designated Agent process by Aug. 24, 2009. Comments may be submitted by e-mail to DAsupport@dhs.gov and should include "DA Re-Engineering Comment" in the subject line of the e-mail. When submitting comments, USCIS asks that you indicate whether you access the E-Verify Program directly, or whether you developed and use a Web services interface to access the E-Verify Program.

Business NEWS
Commerce Trip:  State Commerce Secretary Keith Crisco has returned from a two-week trip to Europe that was aimed at drumming up business for North Carolina. During the initial meetings in Europe, Crisco met with representatives of companies from the pharmaceutical, solar-energy and transportation industries. They included Novartis, which is opening a plant in Holly Springs, and Fiat. The automaker, which helped rescue Chrysler, also has agribusiness interests and makes Case and New Holland tractors. Two or three of the companies that Crisco met with during the week could make expansion decisions within a year, he said. "We're on the list," Crisco said. "I thought it was a very productive visit and absolutely what we need to be doing." 
Commodity NEWS
Smithfield Delays Gestation Stall Program:  Citing its financial losses, Smithfield Foods announced Wednesday that it will delay its plan to phase out gestation stalls for pregnant sows. Smithfield announced in January 2007 that it would replace the stalls with group housing, phasing in the new accommodations over a decade's time. The company's decision earned praise from animal rights groups.  Although Smithfield already has converted to group housing at three farms, it no longer expects to meet its 2017 overall deadline. The transition would be expected to cost about $300 million, and Smithfield lost $190 million in fiscal 2009.

Plans for Producers’ Hog Retirement Program Terminated:  A group of U.S. pork producers who proposed the Producer Retirement Program announced Thursday that the sow cull program will not take effect due to a lack of participation. The PRP was designed to supplement the cull price that the members would otherwise receive for their sows if they decided to exit sow production for two years. The retirement program was dependent on enough pork producers with sows signing up and paying a $20-per-sow subscription.  While the PRP would have accelerated the process, sow herd culling is well under way, according to J.P. Morgan analyst Ken Goldman. In a note to investors, he quoted industry sources as saying sows are flooding to market, "with many buyers booked full for weeks in advance." 

Tobacco Advocates Fuming Over Canadian Legislation: Tobacco advocates used to being on the defensive in their own country are fuming over a Canadian proposal they say could essentially ban some American leaf often used in cigarettes sold across the northern border.  The measure winding through Canada's parliament would outlaw selling tobacco embellished with fruit and candy flavors, which health officials say entice youngsters to smoke. Supporters of the cash crop worry American burley - a variety commonly blended with other types of tobacco and laced with flavors to smooth its harsh taste - will be snarled in the ban which might also encourage other countries to enact similar restrictions.  The bill was passed by Canada's House of Commons this week and went to the Senate. Tobacco officials and their congressmen are working hard to keep the bill from passing, arguing the livelihood of farmers and manufacturers is in jeopardy. Roger Quarles, president of the Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative in Lexington, Ky., said the flavorings added to burley are undetectable to consumers.  "They've dumped our American-blend cigarettes in the same class as something that tastes like candy," said Quarles. A spokeswoman for Canada's health department, Christelle Legault, said the bill has no restrictions on burley, but instead is aimed at making cigarettes less accessible and appealing to youths. "If other countries follow Canada's lead, the market for American-style tobacco products will be nonexistent outside the U.S.," said Wayne Pryor, president of the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation.
USDA NEWS
USDA Report Shows Less Pork Build-Up Than Feared:  USDA's monthly Cold Storage report showed stocks of pork in storage was up only 0.8 percent in May from a year ago, easing concerns that H1N1 fears and export declines might build pork supplies excessively.   The only cut to see rising inventories during May was hams, which were up 23.5 percent from April, but even those stocks were more than 28 percent lower than one year ago, noted the CME Group's Daily Livestock Report. "One less slaughter day this May versus May 2008 helped all of the meat/poultry species, and the gloomy outlook for pork prices removed incentives for processors to freeze very much product," the report noted.

NCDA NEWS
Troxler Urges Farmers to Have Wheat Tested for Vomitoxin‏:  Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler urges farmers to have their wheat tested following the discovery of high levels of vomitoxin in wheat samples from central and Northeastern North Carolina. "There is a degree of urgency in testing now because it is a critical time in the harvest process," Troxler said. "To help farmers quickly determine if high levels of this fungus is their wheat, our Food and Drug Protection Division lab will test samples submitted to the lab for free," said Troxler.  Two-pound samples and a completed test form should be delivered or shipped overnight by FedEx or UPS to the Feed & Forage Testing Facility, c/o NCDA&CS, 4000 Reedy Creek Road, Raleigh 27607. Forms can be downloaded at www.ncagr.gov/fooddrug/forms/forageanalysis.pdf or copies can be supplied by the County Extension Office. 
Mark Your Calendar

The Subcommittee on Offshore Energy Exploration will meet on Tuesday, June 30 at 10 a.m., Burney Center, Burney Ballroom C, UNC-Wilmington Campus.
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