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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Pollinator Health Status Hearing:  Last week, the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Horticulture and Organic Agriculture held a hearing to review the status of pollinator health including colony collapse disorder.  The Subcommittee heard testimony from researchers and entomologists, commercial beekeepers, and agricultural producers.  
Senate Commerce Committee Passes Fisheries Bill:  Members of the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee passed two bills by unanimous consent and without amendment.  The International Fisheries Stewardship and Enforcement Act (S. 2907) would establish uniform and standardized law enforcement procedures for the enforcement of the High Seas Driftnet Fishing Moratorium Protection Act.  The committee also considered the National Sea Grant College Program Amendments Act (S. 3160), which reauthorizes an educational grant program designed to provide “education, training, and technical assistance programs that promote the understanding and utilization” of the nation's bodies of water. The legislation authorizes funding at $675 million for fiscal 2009-2014.
Legislative NEWS
Drought Legislation:  Officials with Gov. Mike Easley's administration again met with interest groups Monday to try to reach a compromise on the governor's drought response proposal. While the proposal has already been edited to satisfy concerns of local governments and farmers, its prospects remain unclear. Lawmakers want to leave town next month, and the bill has passed neither the House nor the Senate.  Under an updated proposal rolled out Monday, a water system would be required to reduce water use by 10 percent when a drought in its area reaches the level of "extreme" drought, the second-worst category. A 20 percent reduction would be required in the worst level, an "exceptional" drought. The new draft also includes a provision in which farmers would provide more information about their water use. The state would receive information from farmers who use more than 10,000 gallons a day, compared to the current requirement of 1 million gallons. 
Gas Prices:  As gas prices continue to climb across the state and nation, North Carolina lawmakers are considering several measures that could provide relief at the pumps. For example, a bill introduced by Rep. Cary Allred, R-Alamance, would drop a portion of the state's 29.9-cent-per-gallon gasoline tax.  Other proposals include incentives for biofuel development and allowing the pumping of ethanol-blended fuel. Bills have also been introduced in both chambers that would allow urban counties to levy up to a $7 fee for annual car registration renewals to support public transportation. And other measures would allow some counties to ask voters whether they want to increase the sales tax to pay for public transportation projects. 
Raw Milk:  The House Health Committee has backed a bill that would require warning labels to be placed on unpasteurized and unprocessed milk containers.  The Board of Agriculture approved a rule last year that would require all raw milk to be dyed gray in an effort to keep children from drinking the product. A compromise bill, sponsored by Rep. Pricey Harrison, D-Guilford, would require raw milk containers to bear two warning labels: one marking the product as not for human consumption, and another which would say that selling raw milk for human consumption is illegal. Harrison's bill now goes to the full House for consideration. 
Long Trucks:  The House Transportation Committee approved a bill Wednesday that would allow longer tractor-trailers on most North Carolina highways while allowing state transportation engineers to retain their power to mark some roads off-limits. The legislation would open up most North Carolina roads to truckers hauling 53-foot-long trailers, including thousands of miles where 48 feet is the limit now. It also would add a few tons to weight limits for some commodity trucks and relax safety rules for recreational boaters who tow wide boats to the state's lakes and beaches. 
Drought  NEWS

N.C. Drought Status Worse Now Than a Year Ago:  Gov. Mike Easley warned that current drought conditions in North Carolina are worse now than this same time a year ago.  Unless there is significant rainfall the state could face a more serious situation than in 2007.  The federal drought map released shows 14 western counties in exceptional drought, twice the number from last week.  Ninety-seven of the state’s 100 counties are in some level of drought.  The governor also announced the awarding of $10 million to public water system projects to help them prepare for drought-related emergencies.  
Commodity NEWS
Broiler Meat Exports Set Record in April:  U.S. broiler meat exports set a year-on-year record for both volume and value in April, according to USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service. Exports of U.S. broiler meat reached 951,742 tons valued at $1.01 billion for the first four months of April 2008, an increase of 23.6 percent and 40.3 percent, respectively, over the same period a year ago. 

U.S. Red Meat Production at Record High for May: U.S. commercial red meat production totaled 4.22 billion pounds in May, up 4 percent from the 4.08 billion pounds produced in May 2007, USDA said in its monthly Livestock Slaughter report.  Beef production, at 2.38 billion pounds, was 4 percent above the previous year.   Pork production totaled 1.82 billion pounds, up 3 percent from the previous year. 
People NEWS

RJR Tobacco Names EVP:  R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. has named Andrew Gilchrist executive vice president, chief financial officer and chief information officer, effective July 1.  Gilchrist, who has served as senior vice president and chief financial officer since 2006, will replace Donald Lamonds, who is retiring Aug. 1 after 30 years.
Campaign NEWS 

Labor Commissioner Runoff:  Mary Fant Donnan clinched the Democratic nomination for labor commissioner on Tuesday, defeating former labor commissioner John Brooks in the Democratic primary runoff. Donnan will face Republican incumbent Cherie Berry in November. 

Legislative Runoffs:  Justin Burr has defeated Rep. Ken Furr in the Republican primary runoff for the 67th House District covering Stanly, Union and Montgomery counties. Burr faces no opposition in November. Meanwhile, Snow Hill Mayor Don Davis triumphed Tuesday in his race against State Board of Education member Kathy Taft in the Democratic contest for the 5th Senate District covering Greene, Pitt and Lenoir counties. Davis will face outgoing Rep. Louis Pate, R-Wayne, in November to succeed retiring Sen. John Kerr, D-Wayne. 

Rohr Enters N.C. House Race:  The race for one of Caldwell County's seats in the North Carolina General Assembly has become a three-way affair. Lenoir City Councilman Timothy (T.J.) Rohr said he is running as a Libertarian candidate for the 87th District House of Representatives, having secured the party's nomination for the Nov. 4 general election at a recent executive committee meeting.

N.C. Democratic Party Leader Leaving Office:  Jerry Meek won’t seek another two-year term as leader of the state Democratic Party.  Meek’s term as party chairman ends in January.

Business NEWS

Sanderson Farms Delays Construction of New Plant:  Sanderson Farms Inc. on Thursday said it would delay the construction of a new poultry complex in Kinston, N.C., owing to the challenging economic environment.   "In spite of this decision, we remain committed to our long term growth, to the new Kinston complex and to the local communities in North Carolina that have graciously supported this project," Chairman and CEO Joe F. Sanderson said. 

International Port:  The N.C. State Ports Authority has reached a preliminary agreement with an Illinois-based company for the development of the proposed international port in Brunswick County. The agreement with CenterPoint Properties signals that the company is the leading candidate to become the private development partner for the $2.3 billion N.C. International Terminal.  
Smithfield Subsidiary to Merge With Spanish Processor:  In what is viewed as a response to a difficult cost environment, Smithfield Foods Inc. has a non-binding memorandum of understanding to merge its primary European subsidiary with Spain's largest meat processor, Campofrio Alimentacion. The all-share deal would create a company with about 2 billion euros ($3.12 billion) in annual revenues.  
USDA NEWS     
USDA Announces Loan Rates for 2008-Crop Peanuts:  USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) today announced 2008-crop loan rates for four types of peanuts.  CCC calculated the price support levels for each peanut type using the same method as last year: Runner-type peanuts - $354.75 per ton; Spanish-type peanuts - $348.95 per ton; Valencia-type peanuts - $357.32 per ton; Virginia-type peanuts-$357.32 per ton.  The rates take effect Aug. 1, 2008, the beginning of the peanut crop year.

Direct & Counter-Cyclical Payment Signup Underway:   Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer said USDA’s  announcement for signup beginning today in the 2008 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment Program (DCP) helps deliver certainty for the crop year and the option of a timely advance payment.  Contracts are available at USDA Service Centers and signup will continue until September 30, 2008.  For more information about DCP, which will include a fact sheet, go to the DCP Web page at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov.
South Korea Resumes Inspecting U.S. Beef:  South Korea on Friday started inspecting about 5,300 tons of U.S. beef in eight of 17 storage facilities across the country as the opposition party continued to complain and protestors continued to march, according to media reports.   U.S. shipments could arrive by August, according to the Ministry for Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, which estimated that it would take at least two weeks for U.S. meat packers to establish an age verification system. U.S. meat exporters have agreed to verify the beef they ship is from cattle less than 30 months of age.
 NCDA NEWS
Ag Development and Farmland Preservation Grants:  The Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund has awarded grants totaling $7.6 million to help communities across the state protect farmland or promote agricultural enterprises, Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler announced last week.  The money will support 41 projects across the state.
Mark Your Calendar

The Southeastern North Carolina Alternative Farm Tour will be held on Tuesday, July 1 and will feature tours of small farms in Bladen, Columbus, Sampson and Duplin counties.  The tour will depart from the O.P. Owens Agriculture Center, N.C. 72 West in Lumberton.  For more information, call the Robeson County Cooperative Extension at (910) 671-3276.

The state Coastal Resources Commission and the Division of Coastal Management will hold a series of public hearings on to gather input on proposed changes to the oceanfront setback rules: Monday, July 7 at 5 p.m. at the Surf City Community Center, 201 Community Center Dr., Surf City; Tuesday, July 8 at 5 p.m. at the Carolina Beach Town Hall, 1121 N. Lake Park Blvd., Carolina Beach; Monday, July 14 at 5 p.m. at the Brunswick County Association of REALTORS Meeting Facility, 101 Stone Chimney Rd., Supply. For more info contact: Michele Walker, 733-2293, ext. 229. 
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