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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
Senate Tobacco Votes Delayed Until Monday:  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) was forced to put off votes on tobacco legislation until Monday after a Republican Senator objected to his efforts to consider amendments to the bill.  Reid was unable to move forward on considering amendments after Sen. David Vitter (R-La.) objected because Democrats would not consider drug importation language as part of the debate. As a result, Reid was forced to again invoke cloture on the measure that would allow the FDA to regulate the sales and marketing of tobacco products.  Sen. Chris Dodd (D-Conn.), who is managing the legislation on the floor in place of ailing HELP Chairman Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), was frustrated by the delay.  Dodd said the tobacco bill (S.982) is “the most fragile bill I’ve heard of in a long time” and warned delays because of non-germane amendments could help kill it.  The Senate is expected to consider a substitute measure before final approval. North Carolina Sens. Richard Burr (R) and Kay Hagan (D) have offered substitute language that calls for a new Tobacco Regulatory Agency to oversee cigarettes and other tobacco products with a special focus on ending marketing to children. Critics say the new agency would be ineffective and lack the funds to regulate tobacco. A Senate GOP aide said that if Democrats defeat the Burr-Hagan provision as expected, there “aren't many obstacles left” to passing the bill, but added opponents may still try to drag out debate.

Tobacco Farmers Head to Washington:  A handful of North Carolina tobacco farmers traveled up to Washington last week with the N.C. Agribusiness Council to try to influence the final tobacco/FDA bill that is before the Senate. Pender Sharp, who grows 500 acres near Wilson, N.C., said the group wants to remind senators of the families and communities behind the tobacco industry. "We just want to plant seeds in their minds as they engage in this debate. We want to put a face to the bill they’re voting on, and talk about the impacts in the community." Sharp said the group has met with aides to senators from other Southern states, including Sens. Mary Landrieu of Louisiana; Mark Pryor and Blanche LIncoln of Arkansas; Thad Cochran and Roger Wicker of Mississippi and Jim Webb of Virginia. “We also had a great meeting with Senator Jon Tester of Montana who was very interested in hearing about amendments being offered by North Carolina Senators Kay Hagan and Richard Burr that would balance the legislation’s original intent without negatively impact family farms.
House Panel Begins Work on Food Safety Overhaul: A House committee began work Wednesday on a comprehensive overhaul of food safety rules that includes more inspections and new fees on producers to pay for them. Most lawmakers and food industry officials agree that an overhaul is long overdue, but disagree on the timing of inspections and the size of new fees.  Wednesday’s hearing was before the panel’s Health Subcommittee. This year’s legislation is the latest effort to respond to a series of food contamination incidents over the past year or so that have killed several people, sickened many more and cost producers hundreds of millions of dollars. The draft would create an up-to-date registry of all food facilities that serve American consumers and impose an annual $1,000 user fee on those facilities. Registered facilities also would be required to pay any costs to the FDA associated with re-inspections and food recalls. The bill also would require inspections ranging from every six to 18 months for high-risk facilities, every 18 months to three years for low-risk facilities, and every three to four years for warehouses. 
Legislative NEWS 
Gas Tax:  The House gave initial approval Thursday to a bill that would prevent the state's gas tax from falling next month. The measure would replace the current gasoline tax cap of 29.9 cents per gallon with a minimum rate of the same amount for the next two years. Without the change, the gas tax would fall by 2 cents starting July 1. The tax is recalculated twice a year based on wholesale prices. 

Stiller Resignation:  Rep. Bonner Stiller announced Tuesday that he is resigning from the House effective June 15. Stiller, R-Brunswick, said he is leaving the post due to the demands of his job and a need to be closer to his family. 
Business NEWS 
Small NC Furniture Maker Suspending Production:  The Genesis Furniture Industries plant in Spruce Pine plans to suspend production in a few weeks while it waits for business to improve.  The company has already laid off eight of its 35 employees. The plant makes sofas, ottomans and loveseats and serves as the company's East Coast distribution center. Distribution operations aren't affected.
Progress Energy Asks Lower NC Electric Rates:  North Carolina customers of Progress Energy would get an average 10-cent rate reduction under a rate plan proposed by the utility. Progress said it wanted to lower the fuel cost in rates because of use of green, renewable energy and better energy efficiency.  The new rate would become effective Dec. 1 if approved. 

Duke’s Rate Request:  Duke Energy has asked state regulators to clear the way for the utility's first base rate increase since 1991. Customers would see household electric rates rise 13.5 percent - an average of $11 per month -- under Duke's request filed Tuesday with the N.C. Utilities Commission. The base rate increase Duke is seeking covers its operating expenses, major capital costs and a return the Utilities Commission allows it to earn. While the base rate hasn't risen since 1991, customer rates have grown about 15 percent because of annual fuel-cost adjustments. 
Furniture Maker to Add 300 Jobs in NC:  Furniture maker Ethan Allen Operations Inc. plans to expand in North Carolina, creating more than 300 jobs and investing almost $3 million over the next three years.  The company is leaving a leased facility in Chino, Calif., and consolidating those operations in Maiden, where Ethan Allen now employs 540 people. The move will replace 143 jobs lost in previous layoffs and will add 159 new jobs for a total of 302. 

Commodity NEWS
Flu Cases Increases to 29:  North Carolina health officials have confirmed six new cases of H1N1 flu. The state Department of Health and Human Services said Wednesday the increase brings the total to 29. The department released no additional information about the new cases. 
Tyson Asks Hog Suppliers to Become PQA Plus Certified:  Tyson Foods announced it will ask that all hog suppliers to the company become certified in the Pork Quality Assurance Plus program by June 30, 2010, and complete a site assessment by Jan. 1, 2011. The initiative is aimed at demonstrating that producers are accountable to established ethical principles and provides guidelines for enhancing food safety and animal well-being. 
USDA NEWS

USDA to Make H1N1 Virus Available to Manufacturers:  USDA announced that the master seed virus for the strain of H1N1 that emerged in the spring will be available to veterinary biologics manufacturers later this summer.  USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service's Center for Veterinary Biologics (CVB) said it will issue a notice to manufacturers next week. The agency believes the master seed virus will be ready in early- to mid-July.  Producers could have a vaccine available as early as November or December 2009.

USDA's FSA County Committee Nominations Start June 15: Farmer and rancher candidate nominations will begin on June 15, 2009, for local Farm Service Agency county committees. The nomination period continues through Aug. 3, 2009, with elections taking place this fall. Producers may nominate themselves or others, and organizations representing minorities and women may also nominate candidates. To become a candidate, an eligible individual must sign the nomination form, FSA-669A. The form and other valuable information about FSA county committee elections are available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination forms for the 2009 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of business on Aug. 3, 2009.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for June 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for June 2009 is 0.500 percent, down from 0.625 percent in May 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during June 2009 is 1.500 percent, down from 1.625 in May 2009. The interest rate for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for June 2009 is 2.625 percent, up from 2.375 percent in May 2009. The maximum discount rate applicable for June 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from May 2009. This is based on the 3.250 percent prime rate plus 2 percent, rounded to the nearest whole number.
NCDA NEWS

Farmers’ Markets Program Accepts Electronic Food Stamp Payments:  The 21st Century Farmers’ Market Program has enabled the following farmers markets to begin accepting EBT, credit and debit cards: Asheville City Market; Columbus County Community Farmers Market, Whiteville; Madison County Farmers and Artisans Market, Mars Hill; Rockingham County Farmers’ Market, Reidsville; Yancey County Farmers Market, Burnsville. Other farmers markets will begin accepting cards in June. Check with these markets for the launch date: Davidson Farmer’s Market, Davidson; Durham Farmers’ Market; Lincoln County Farmers Market, Lincolnton; Onslow County Farmers’ Market, Jacksonville; Riverfront Farmers’ Market, Wilmington; Salisbury-Rowan Farmer’s Market; Watauga County Farmers’ Market, Boone. . The 21st Century Farmers’ Markets Program is a partnership between the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and Leaflight Inc., a Chapel Hill non-profit agency that promotes community development.
Mark Your Calendar

NC Agribusiness Council AgEvent Series 2009, Agribusiness Economic Impact Announcement, will be held June 11, The Cardinal Club, 150 Fayetteville Street Mall, Raleigh.  The NCAg Legislative Committee Meeting starts at 10:00 a.m. followed by the NCAg Luncheon & Discussion Forum with the NC House & Senate AgCommittee starting at 11:30 a.m.  For more information contact the NC Agribusiness Council at 919-782-4063.

Ornamentals Breeding Twilight Tour will be held June 23 starting at 4:45 p.m., Sandhills Research Station, Jackson Springs, NC.  If you plan to attend, contact Dr. Dennis Werner, Department of Horticultural Science, NC State University, by email at dennis_werner@ncsu.edu or 919.513.3174.

The Bladen county educational blueberry tour will be held on June 23, 2009. Our Host this year will be Rowan Farms, owned by Carl and Dean Johnson, will host the tour.  A luncheon will be held at  Black River Presbyterian Church.  

“Making Media Work for Your Food Business,” will be held on July 28 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.  The workshop will be held at the Donald W. Eaddy Building at 4300 Reedy Creek Road. The training and networking event is sponsored by the NCDA&CS’ Marketing Division. North Carolina food companies are invited to learn how new media tools such as Twitter and Facebook can improve business and will cover a variety of marketing and public relations topics, including social networking, Web site building, traditional and new media relations, event promotion and the legalities of online food marketing.  Cost is $35, which includes breakfast, lunch and workshop materials, but early registration forms postmarked by July 1 can take advantage of a discounted fee of $30. Space is limited to 40 people. The workshop agenda and registration form are available online at www.ncagr.gov/markets, or by calling Annette Dunlap at (919) 733-7887. Registration deadline is July 21.
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