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Since 1983, the Tobacco Farm Life Museum has been preserving the history and cultural heritage of Eastern North Carolina farm life. The museum was started by a group of local families who had pride in their past and a strong volunteer spirit. Having seen the way of life of their parents and grandparents becoming obsolete, these families wanted to preserve this personal and special history of the Eastern North Carolina flue-cured tobacco farm family for future generations. The museum has grown to an internationally recognized and accredited museum and today continues to interpret and present this important rural legacy to the public. Come visit and step back in time to a turn-of-the-century homestead, including a restored house and detached kitchen, smokehouse, log tobacco barn, and even an outhouse. The 6,000 square foot museum features both permanent and rotating exhibits on farm life, southern medicine, domestic skills, rural social life, and artifacts. Take a trip back in time to a simpler way of life. For more information visit www.tobaccofarmlifemuseum.org .

Washington NEWS
Price Writes Obama on TPP: U.S. Rep. David Price (N.C.-4) sent a letter to President Obama calling for fair treatment of tobacco in the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP). Price asks for the current trade policy on tobacco to be maintained and that industry stakeholders be consulted before implementing the “safe harbor” proposal.  Click here to read the entire letter.

Members of N.C.’s Congressional Delegation Write USTR on Mexico’s Antidumping Duties on Chicken: Several members of N.C.’s congressional delegation, along with 45 other members of Congress, have written U.S. Trade Representative Tom Kirk expressing concern over the antidumping duties Mexico has preliminarily assigned to U.S. chicken leg quarters.  The letter signed by U.S. Reps. Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2), Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3), Larry Kissell (N.C.-8), and Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) says that the economic impact if the duties “go final” will be devastating for U.S. producers.  They ask that as Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations continue that USTR Kirk works to ensure that Mexico honors its commitment under NAFTA and WTO.  Click here to read the entire letter.

Jones Helps Save Pamlico FSA Office: USDA announced that the Pamlico County Farm Service Agency (FSA) will remain open, despite the decision to consolidate FSA county offices as part of the 2008 Farm Bill.  In February, Congressman Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3) spoke out against the closure of the Pamlico County FSA office in a letter to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.  Jones worked alongside Pamlico County farmers to keep the FSA office open and impress its importance upon the USDA.  
Kissell’s Textile Amendment Clears Senate Committee Hurdle: U.S. Representative Larry Kissell’s (N.C.-8) amendment to the 2013 National Defense Authorization Act passed the Senate Armed Services Committee last week. Kissell’s amendment would ensure that taxpayer dollars are not used to purchase foreign-made yarns or fabrics to be used in the manufacture of uniforms for the Afghan National Army or the Afghan National Police. Kissell’s amendment was introduced in the Senate Armed Services Committee by Senator Lindsay Graham (R-S.C.) and Senator Kay Hagan (D-N.C.). The measure was approved by the full committee. The Senate will consider the full 2013 National Defense Authorization Act in the coming weeks. The companion legislation, including Kissell’s amendment, passed the House last week.

Egg-Laying Legislation Introduced in Senate: Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif, introduced S. 3239, the Egg Products Inspection Act Amendments of 2012, in the U.S. Senate last week.  This measure is the Senate companion to H.R. 3798, introduced in January. The legislation will require egg producers to essentially double the space allotted per hen and provide hens with environmental enrichments, such as perches, nesting boxes, and scratching areas, among other requirements. The bill stipulates a tiered phase-in period that allows farmers time to make the changes.  The legislation is the result of a deal struck between The Humane Society of the United States and the United Egg Producers. 

McIntyre Receives U.S. Chamber of Commerce Award:  U.S. Representative Mike McIntyre recently received the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s “Spirit of Enterprise” Award, representing his support on key issues of importance to American business. 
NC Legislative NEWS

House Passes Budget: The N.C. House passed a $20.3 billion budget.  The vote of 73-46, mostly along partisan lines, came after more than seven hours of arguing about which party was responsible for passing bad budgets. Spending for education and Planned Parenthood prompted heated debate.  The House budget will now go to the Senate where significant changes are expected. 

SB 810 Regulatory Reform Act of 2012: SB 810, which passed the N.C. Senate and now goes to the N.C. House for consideration, focuses on several things in order to simplify the current regulations including:  1) Reestablishing the Joint Legislative Administrative Procedure Oversight Committee; 2) Making various technical and clarifying changes to the Administrative Procedures Act; 3) Extending the effective date for changes to final decision-making authority in certain contested cases; 4) Limiting the period during which records of unclaimed property must be maintained; 5) Clarifying that the discharge of waste into waters of the state does not include the release of air contaminants into the outdoor atmosphere; 6) Requiring agencies to give written notice before auditing or examining a business; 7) Authorizing rather than requiring the Commission for Public Health to adopt rules for the testing of water from new drinking water wells for certain volatile organic compounds; 8) Directing the Department of Environment and Natural Resources to track and report on permit processing times; 9) Delaying the effective date for compliance with wading pool fencing requirements from July 1, 2012 to January 1, 2013; and 10) Directing the commission for public health to amend the rules governing the duration of permits for sanitary landfills and the period in which those permits are reviewed, as recommended by the Joint Regulatory Reform Committee. Senator Brent Jackson added an amendment to SB 810 on Thursday that will help businesses and farmers.  Jackson’s amendment stipulates that prior to conducting any inspection, the Department of Labor shall provide at least 72 hours notice of the inspection to the person subject to the inspection. 
Immigration NEWS

Members of Congress Ask DOL to Drop Proposed H-2B Regulations: Last year, DOL attempted to impose a regulation that would require small businesses to pay H-2B workers a substantially higher wage. The regulations did not take effect during FY 2012, but in February of this year, DOL announced it was implementing another regulation on H-2B employers that would impose a wide array of costs and burdens on small businesses. However, a federal court in Florida found fault with the rule and issued a preliminary injunction, preventing it from taking effect. U.S. Rep. Rodney Alexander from Louisiana is leading the effort against DOL’s changes to the program and is the sponsor of H.J. Res. 104, a resolution disapproving a rule submitted by the DOL relating to Temporary Non-Agricultural Employment of H-2B Aliens in the United States. More than three dozen members of Congress have signed on as cosponsors of H.J. Res. 104 including U.S. Reps. Howard Coble (N.C.-6), Renee Ellmers (N.C.-2), Virginia Foxx (N.C.-5), Walter B. Jones (N.C.-3), Larry Kissell (N.C.-8), and Sue Myrick (N.C.-9).  As of Feb. 28, 2012, the measure was referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration Policy and Enforcement.

Weather NEWS

NOAA Predicts a Near-Normal 2012 Atlantic Hurricane Season: The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration released its hurricane outlook for 2012, predicting a near-normal hurricane season in the Atlantic Basin. For the entire six-month season, which begins June 1, NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center says there’s a 70 percent chance of nine to 15 named storms (with top winds of 39 mph or higher), of which four to eight will strengthen to a hurricane (with top winds of 74 mph or higher) and of those one to three will become major hurricanes (with top winds of 111 mph or higher, ranking Category 3, 4 or 5).  

Business NEWS
HanesBrands Restructures; Sells European Imagewear: HanesBrands, a leading marketer of branded everyday apparel based in Winston-Salem, signed a definitive agreement to sell its European imagewear division to an affiliate of Smartwares B.V. for €15 million (approximately $20 million). Additionally, the company has informed its U.S. wholesale screen-print channel customers of its decision to discontinue private-label production and exit its Outer Banks business. The announced restructuring will reduce previously expected net sales, primarily in the second half of the year, by approximately $60 million but will have an insignificant impact on operating profit. 
Commodity NEWS

Turkey Numbers on the Rise: As of April 1, turkey eggs in incubators totaled 28.2 million, a 2% increase over the same time last year, according to USDA’s latest Turkey Hatchery report. However, that number dropped 3% from the number of eggs produced in March.  Poults hatched in March totaled 25.2 million, a 4% increase over last year. Net poults placed during March totaled 24.8 million, a 5% increase over last year.  More poults were hatched in March than in any of the previous 18 months.  North Carolina ranks 2nd in the nation for turkey production with a turkey value of $448.8 million. 

CME Group to Expand CBOT Grain and Oilseed Open Out-Cry Trading Hours During USDA Crop Reports: CME Group, the world's leading and most diverse derivatives marketplace, announced it will offer expanded floor trading hours in its CBOT grain and oilseed futures and options during major USDA Crop Reports, pending CFTC certification. The floor trading open will be changed to 7:20 a.m. CST, from 9:30 a.m. CST, on mornings of specified reports beginning June 12, 2012. The major USDA reports that will initiate early opening include: WASDE, Crop Production, Prospective Plantings, and Acreage. The following dates will be affected for the remainder of 2012: June 12 (WASDE, Crop Production), June 29 (Acreage), July 11 (WASDE, Crop Production), August 10 (WASDE), September 12 (WASDE, Crop Production), October 11 (WASDE, Crop Production), November 9 (WASDE, Crop Production), December 11 (WASDE, Crop Production). Products included in the expanded hours are CBOT corn, soybeans, wheat, soybean meal, soybean oil, oats, and rough rice futures and options. Open-outcry trading hours will continue to close at the same time, 1:15 p.m. CST Monday to Friday. 
University NEWS

NCSU-CALS Dean Search‏: Finalists for the dean of NCSU’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences have been identified. Click here to view candidate interview schedules and CVs.  Dialogue sessions will be held for each of the candidates where they will provide an overview of their backgrounds and take questions from attendees. The schedule is as follows: W. David Smith, Wednesday, June 6 (University Club); Gary Pierzynski, Monday, June 11(McKimmon Center); Richard Linton, Thursday, June 14 (University Club). Light refreshments will be served from 5:15 - 6:00 p.m. Dialogue sessions will be held from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Please RSVP to Frank Barragan, NC State Executive Search Services, at fbbarrag@ncsu.edu or call Frank at (919) 513-3583. 
USDA NEWS

USDA Proceeds With Office Consolidation Plan: USDA announced its decision on FSA county office consolidations proposed in January. In total, FSA will consolidate 125 of the 131 offices originally proposed for consolidation with other USDA service centers. USDA followed statutory requirements provided by Congress in the 2008 Farm Bill for FSA office consolidations. USDA determined that 6 of the original 131 proposed offices did not meet the 2008 Farm Bill criteria for consolidation. The six proposed county offices that will continue operating are: Lafayette County, Ark.; Boulder County, Colo.; St. Mary Parish, La.; Pamlico County, N.C.; Mayes County, Okla.; and York County, S.C. For a complete list of FSA county offices affected by this decision, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/officeconsolidations. 

USDA Seeks Public Comment on Major Statistical Reports, Retains Current Release Times: USDA is reviewing release times for several major statistical reports due to recent changes in market hours by major commodity exchanges. The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and the World Agricultural Outlook Board (WAOB)—the USDA entities responsible for the reports—will seek public comment on the release times and procedures of their key statistical reports. In the coming weeks, USDA expects to publish a notice in the Federal Register advising the public of the comment period. The current USDA release times of 8:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. ET will remain in effect until further notice.
Mark Your Calendar
To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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