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This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), which is a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is the legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers. North Carolina has employed the largest number of H-2a workers in the U.S. for the last 10 years, with over 7,000 workers in 2007. However, H-2a accounts for less than 5% of the seasonal/temporary workforce in NC due to excessive expenses associated with the program, which growers are unable to recoup. The H-2a program is also too litigious for many growers due the targeting of H-2a growers by legal and worker activists who are philosophically opposed to the H-2a program.  Opponents of the H-2a program disagree with the program because it provides no pathway to US citizenship; the H-2a visa does not allow H-2a guestworkers to work outside of agriculture, and H-2a growers must ensure that their guestworkers return back to their country of origin when the seasonal/temporary agricultural work on the time-limited H-2a visa is complete.
Washington NEWS
Vote on Climate Change Bill off Until September: Senate committee action on climate change legislation will be delayed until September, giving negotiators and their aides an extra month to work on the controversial legislation. Environment and Public Works Committee Chairwoman Barbara Boxer , D-Calif., said Thursday she no longer intends to mark up the bill before the Senate leaves for its summer recess Aug. 7.
Subcommittee Reviews Federal Rural Broadband Programs: Congressman Mike McIntyre, Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee's Subcommittee on Rural Development, Biotechnology, Specialty Crops, and Foreign Agriculture, held a hearing to review Federal efforts to expand broadband access in rural areas. The Subcommittee heard testimony from officials representing the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Department of Commerce, as well as from telecommunications companies and organizations. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 provided the USDA's Rural Utilities Service and the Department of Commerce's National Telecommunications and Information Administration with $7.2 billion total to expand access to broadband services in the US. 
Legislative NEWS 
NC Legislature Releases Broadband Inventory Maps:  Rep. Bill Faison and other legislative and executive branch leaders joined high-speed Internet service providers, North Carolina Farm Bureau, and Connect North Carolina to announce the release of the state's first accurate broadband inventory map that illustrates the extent of broadband services available across North Carolina. The Connect North Carolina map, which represents broadband availability data from more than 30 broadband providers across the state, is expected to serve as a key asset for the state's application process for federal stimulus funding to support broadband investment. For more info go to www.connectnorthcarolina.org. 

Budget Talk:  Legislative leaders aren't expecting to strike a budget deal before a stopgap spending measure expires on July 15, even as Gov. Beverly Perdue pushes to end a stalemate with her own $1.6 billion tax plan. Perdue produced her own tax plan on Tuesday, after several days of calling for additional unspecified taxes to avoid cutting teaching jobs. The plan includes a temporary 1-cent sales tax that would expire in a year and a temporary income tax hike on individuals earning $500,000 or more. Cigarette excise taxes would increase by 50 cents per pack, and beer and alcohol taxes would rise by 2 percent.
Immigration NEWS

Senate Adds Immigration Provisions:  The Senate voted Wednesday to require federal contractors to use an electronic employee eligibility verification system and to set construction standards for the fence now going up along the border with Mexico. Both provisions were amendments to the fiscal 2010 appropriations bill for the Department of Homeland Security. The amendment requiring government contractors to use the E-Verify system was adopted by voice vote after a motion to kill it failed, 44-53. Sen. Jeff Sessions , R-Ala., offered the amendment, reflecting GOP frustration over the Obama Administration’s delayed implementation of an executive order by President George W. Bush setting out the same requirement. The Obama Administration has pushed back the Jan. 15 deadline for that order several times, most recently to September. Another immigration-related amendment added to the $44.3 billion appropriations bill would prohibit the Homeland Security Department from counting anything but double-layered pedestrian-blocking barriers in its border fencing figures, and would mandate the completion of fencing by December 2010.
University NEWS

$16.1 Million Gift Bolsters Viticulture and Enology Program:  The owners of The Cellars at Betty’s Creek have recently proposed to donate land valued at $16.1 million to NCSU’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. The initial gift of $1.6 million in sellable lots will allow the creation and funding of an endowed professorship, an endowed apprenticeship and a North Carolina Cooperative Extension program endowment. Also included in the proposal is a suggested 525-acre conservation easement with an estimated value of $14.5 million. Christopher Collins, John McNeill, and Fred and Nancy Cline, owners of The Cellars at Betty’s Creek, are known for their ecologically sound and sustainable business practices in the development process and in wine production.  A permanent endowed fund at N.C. State has been established that will support a professorship, an apprenticeship and a new Cooperative Extension program, all focused on viticulture and enology.
Environmental NEWS

County Considers Ag District:  Swain county commissioners met in a work session for a preliminary look at forming an agricultural district. Because it was a work session, the county took no action. But they may schedule the matter for a later date. Swain County has more than 800 farms. Farming brings in about $2 million in receipts in the county.

Wind Power on Coast:  A Senate panel approved a measure Tuesday that sets rules for wind power development on the coast, sidestepping controversy over an earlier proposal that would have largely banned wind power development in the  mountains of western North Carolina. The chief sponsor of the proposal, Sen. Charles Albertson, said the proposed ban generated opposition from supporters of wind power.  "We heard from a lot of people from the mountains who supported the bill in its original form," said Albertson, D-Duplin. The earlier version of the bill would have barred the construction of windmills that obstruct views from the Blue Ridge Parkway, Appalachian Trail and other tourist areas. The version approved by the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Environment, Natural Resources on Tuesday only affects coastal counties and includes restrictions to protect wildlife, tourism and recreation. 

Neuse Fish Kill:  A representative of the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources said Thursday evening that the estimated number of fish killed was close to 7,000, likely due to low oxygen levels. But according to Larry Baldwin, the Lower Neuse Riverkeeper, he estimates there were 50,000 fish found dead along the banks of the Neuse River along Carolina Pines Thursday. Baldwin said blaming the fish kill on dissolved oxygen would be "masking a problem" and that imbalanced nutrients in the water may be to blame. The different types of dead marine animals Baldwin found included menhaden, puppy drum, crabs, croaker, flounder, rays and pinfish. Baldwin said extreme conditions may have caused the fish and the river to "stress out." "We predicted this at the beginning of the year: the rain plus the rise in temperature. The river is stressed and looks a little dead," Baldwin said
Commodity NEWS

Analyst Sees Pork Production Dropping Only 1 Percent This Year:  Even as hog producers continue to reduce the breeding herd, Purdue University economist Chris Hurt expects heavier slaughter weights and larger litters will mean only a 1 percent decrease in pork production over the next 12 months.  "This small supply reduction will not boost prices back to profitability in 2009," Hurt wrote in a report, in which he also predicted pork exports could continue to lag in the fall when medical experts predict a second wave of H1N1 illnesses could occur.” Hurt does, however, see some optimism in the fact that falling corn prices are cutting feed costs. He estimated hog producers will cut their losses to about $5 to $7 per head in the second half of 2009 from an estimated $20 per head loss in the first half of the year.  
USDA NEWS

Food Safety Appointments: Michael R. Taylor, a research professor at George Washington University's School of Public Health and Health Services and nationally recognized food safety expert, will return to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to serve as senior advisor to the commissioner. Jerold Mande was named as deputy under secretary for food safety.  USDA has yet to name the top food safety post: under secretary for food safety.

New Allocations for Dairy Exports:  Noting that other countries are showing no signs of reducing their export subsidies, USDA has announced the initial round of allocations under the Dairy Export Incentives Program for the period July 1 through June 30, 2010. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said the allocations, which help U.S. dairy exporters meet subsidized prices in international export markets, will include amounts left over from 2008-09 and new offerings from the 2009-2010 program. More info about this program is available at www.fas.usda.gov/excredits/deip/deip-new.asp.

New Livestock Indemnity Program:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that eligible ranchers and livestock producers can begin applying for benefits under the provisions of the Livestock Indemnity Program in the 2008 Farm Bill on July 13. The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to producers for livestock deaths that result from disaster. LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat and extreme cold. Eligible losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011. For more info visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov .
NCDA NEWS

Aquaculture Producers Eligible for Grant Monies to Recoup Losses: North Carolina aquaculture producers are eligible to receive grant money to offset losses sustained in 2008 due to high feed costs as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Producers must have raised an aquaculture species in a controlled environment in 2008 and continue to be in operation. In addition, to be eligible for a grant, total feed costs in 2008 must have represented at least 25 percent of the total cost of operation, and the 2008 costs must represent an increase of at least 25 percent above the average of the previous five years. The deadline for applications is July 29, 2009.Farmers can download an application and find out more about the program at www.ncagr.gov/markets/aquaculture/2008AGP.htm. 
Mark Your Calendar

The NC Agribusiness Council  AgLeaders Banquet will be held at the North Raleigh Hilton on Monday, August 24, 2008 and will include a reception and elegant dinner. Invited guest speakers include U.S. Senator Richard Burr and U.S. Senator Kay Hagan as well as Governor Beverly Perdue and Lt. Governor Walter Dalton.  Sponsorships start at $250 and individual tickets are $150.  Seats are limited. 
The Offshore Energy Exploration Subcommittee will meet on Tuesday, July 28 at 10 a.m., Cl-1008 Classroom, Computer Information Systems Bldg., UNC-Wilmington Campus.
National Pork Board is seeking input from pork producers across the country for a new plan to shape the future of the U.S. pork industry.  Strategic Planning Session to be held in Clinton on July 27th.  The objective of the planning process is to find new solutions to the economic, social, and scientific challenges facing the pork industry.  The meeting will be from 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. on Monday, July 27 at Sampson Community College.  Lunch will be provided at the regional meetings. Anyone planning to attend one of the regional meetings is asked to call (toll-free) the Producer Service Center at the National Pork Board - 800-456-PORK before July 17, 2009. 
Seasons of Sustainable Agriculture is a series of education, extension and outreach events offered each year by North Carolina’s  Center for Environmental Farming Systems. Unless otherwise stated all workshops will be held at the Center for Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS), located at the Cherry Research Farm, 201 Stevens Mill Road in Goldsboro, N.C. For more info go to www.cefs.ncsu.edu.  Community-based Food Systems:Local Initiatives, Aug. 18, 9:00am–12:00pm, registration Fee: $10 (No lunch); Organic Certification, Aug., 25, 10:00am–3:00pm, registration Fee: $50 (Includes lunch).
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