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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.
Washington NEWS
Boxer, Others Express Concern About Role of Corn-Based Biofuels: Key members of a Senate Environment and Public Works subcommittee urged speeding the development and use of biofuels made from agricultural waste, grass and other nonfood sources — rather than corn-based energy — to meet recently raised federal Renewable Fuel Standards.  Barbara Boxer’s (D-Calif.), chairman of the full committee, call for reviewing policies on corn ethanol incentives and increasing incentives for the development of alternative fuels came as members of the subcommittee debated  the effectiveness and future of the RFS last week.  

House Democrats Press Alaska Drilling Bill:  House Democrats said they will soon schedule a vote on an energy bill that aims to expedite drilling on millions of acres of public land in Alaska. The measure will expedite development of oil and gas drilling in the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska.
Legislative NEWS

Hog Farms:  Hog farmers could rebuild or retool aging or damaged swine houses without having to follow decade-old rules governing their location in legislative tentatively approved by the Senate. Farmers could change older operations in some circumstances without meeting setback requirements from homes or property lines required for those built after 1995. A final Senate vote is pending.

Drought Response:  State officials may soon have more power to impose water restrictions during drought, but the authority may not go as far as Gov. Mike Easley and environmentalists had hoped. A House committee gave its approval to legislation on Tuesday that lays out the governor's emergency powers during water shortages and increases the authority of state officials to impose restrictions on local water systems during various stages of drought. The bill, though, does not include the uniform water conservation measures or set water-savings goals that environmentalists had sought. It also might not provide Easley with the full authority that he had sought to force water sharing among water systems during emergencies.The bill now goes to the full House for consideration. 
Budget Approved:  Lawmakers have approved and sent to Gov. Mike Easley for his signature a nearly $21.4 billion state budget bill. Following its initial approval Monday night in both chambers, the spending plan for this fiscal year was approved 97-20 in the House and 32-14 in the Senate. 
Drought NEWS

Drought Update: This week's drought update shows 44.2 percent of North Carolina is experiencing “severe” to “exceptional” drought conditions – the second-worst to worst levels. That compares to 61.9 percent a week ago. The improvement came in the central part of the state, where significant rain fell in late June.  Many parts of the Piedmont and foothills have received two or more inches of rain this week from frequent periods of showers and thunderstorms.  
Immigration NEWS

Support for E-Verify Database System Urged:  Rep. Michael Burgess (R-Texas) defended the effectiveness of a controversial employment-verification system.  At a forum last week to address potential solutions to the illegal immigration problem, Burgess said the program has been well-received by residents of his district, and he called on Congress to support it.  Democrats and civil liberties groups have criticized the system in the past for alleged data errors and reports of employers using it to pre-screen potential employees.  The system has also received criticism from groups pressing for tougher illegal immigration enforcement standards.
 Immigration Measure Advances:  A House Judiciary subcommittee last week gave voice-vote approval to a bill to help immigrant spouses and children of deceased U.S. citizens gain legal residence.  The measure (H.R. 6034), sponsored by Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.), amends the Immigration and Nationality Act to stave off deportation for immigrants without legal status who were married less than two years before their spouses died.
Commodity NEWS

NC Salmonella Cases:  An uptick in North Carolina illnesses associated with a nationwide salmonella outbreak has state health investigators worried. State experts have confirmed 14 cases in North Carolina as of Friday, and they believe those numbers will continue to rise. The 14 cases are of particular concern because they are of the same subtype, salmonella Saintpaul, that has spread across the country. Federal health investigators have yet to pinpoint the source of the strain. They initially blamed raw tomatoes but this week expanded their list of suspects to include jalapenos and cilantro. The government advises people to continue avoiding certain raw tomatoes - red round, plum and Roma - unless they were grown in areas cleared of suspicion, and they're asking people prone to illness to avoid raw jalapeno and serrano peppers. 

Analyst Sees Hog Price Rebound In 2009:  Last week Meatingplace.com reported livestock analysts predicting live hog prices could dip as low as $10 per hundredweight this fall. This week another analyst explains why those prices could rebound to the mid-$70s range by next spring and summer.  Citing continued strong export demand and an expectation that record corn prices will force more sow slaughter, Chris Hurt, Purdue University extension economist, forecast live hog prices will trade in the lower to mid $50s for this summer and fall then move into the low $60s by winter and into the higher $60s to mid $70s by next spring and summer.   Given current corn and soybean prices, however, Hurt estimated the cost of production for farrow-to-finish producers in the low $60s.

Cephalosporin Antimicrobial Drugs in Food-Producing Animals:  The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced it will publish a final rule that prohibits the extralabel use of cephalosporin antimicrobial drugs in food-producing animals, including cattle, swine, chickens and turkeys. The agency said the rule will help further protect consumers against antimicrobial-resistant strains of zoonotic foodborne bacterial pathogens.   Comments on the rule may be submitted until September 2, 2008. The rule will go into effect on October 1, 2008. 
People NEWS

Jesse Helms Dies:  Former U.S. Sen. Jesse A. Helms, the son of a Monroe police chief who rose to national prominence to become one of the lions of the American right, died Friday. He was 86.  Helms, the five-term senator and former chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, had spent his final years in declining health at a Raleigh retirement facility. 
NC A&T Changes:  The former dean of the School of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences at North Carolina A&T State University, Alton Thompson, PhD, has been appointed interim provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs.  Dr. Donald R. McDowell, who worked as the associate dean for academic programs since 2001, is now serving as the interim dean of the SAES.

Campaign NEWS
Elections Board Approves Sunday Voting:  The Board of Elections unanimously approved the change. The board agreed to open the polls one Sunday afternoon during that period. Which Sunday has not been determined.  Terri Robertson, the Elections Board’s director, said the change would first require approval from the state and the Justice Department. She anticipated getting that approval.

Swart Expected to Challenge Hughes for District 18 Seat:  Rep. Sandra Spaulding Hughes could soon have an opponent in the November election.  Area Republican Party officials plan to meet Tuesday afternoon to nominate a candidate for the House District 18 race. The likely choice will be George Swart, a retired information systems designer and analyst for AT&T, who has been active in local GOP activities and has one previous campaign experience behind him.
USDA NEWS  
USDA Issues Advance Direct Payments:  America's farmers will receive up to $1.15 billion in 2008 advance direct payments beginning last week.  To receive direct payments, an individual or entity must be a producer on a farm with base acres enrolled in the DCP.  Producers may elect to receive a 22 percent advance payment when they enroll in the DCP.  Final direct payments will be issued after October 1, 2008.  For more information on DCP, visit your local USDA Service Center or www.fsa.usda.gov.
S. Korea Beef Market Reopens:  South Korea's beef market officially opened Thursday to exports of U.S. beef, USDA said.   However, the reopening of Korea's market comes as the opposition United Democratic Party launches an investigation to the Lee Myung-bak administration's negotiations with Washington for the new beef-import protocol.  The opposition claims the beef deal could expose the country to bovine spongiform encephalopathy.
USDA Posts Third HIKE Scenario This Year:  USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service has posted on its Web site the third Humane Interactive Knowledge Exchange scenario this year, this one addressing "Egregious Electrical Stunning." The scenario lays out a hypothetical situation involving a small processing plant in which animals are not being properly stunned before slaughter 
NCDA NEWS

External Quarantine Declared for Sirex Wood Wasp: North Carolina has established an external quarantine for the European wood wasp Sirex noctilio for the states of New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan and Vermont. No federal quarantine for this wood wasp is currently in place.  “The quarantine means that certain trees, nursery stock and wood products from these four states must be inspected and accompanied by a certificate or permit from the state of origin if they are moved into North Carolina,” said Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler.

Pasture-Renovation Drills: Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler and officials with the N.C. Foundation for Soil and Water Conservation announced the arrival of five no-till grass drills that will be distributed to the soil and water districts in Alleghany, Ashe, Watauga, Wilkes and Yadkin counties. Farmers in those districts will be able to rent the drills to re-seed pastures damaged by drought.

NC Prohibits the Sale and Distribution of Cogongrass:  The NCDA&CS' Plant Industry Division is prohibiting the propagation, nursery cultivation, sale and distribution of cogongrass, along with all cultivars, including Red Baron or Japanese blood grass. The perennial is a tall, narrow grass with a reddish tint. This change will not directly affect established plantings; however, homeowners and other landowners are encouraged to monitor existing plantings for escaped plants or plants that show signs of invasiveness.  Nurseries with existing inventories of cogongrass, including Red Baron or Japanese blood grass cultivars, must sell or remove all plants from nurseries or garden centers by Oct. 31.  Anyone with questions can contact Rick Iverson, an NCDA&CS weed specialist, at (919) 733-3931, ext. 246. 
Mark Your Calendar

The state Coastal Resources Commission and the Division of Coastal Management will hold a series of public hearings (all begin at 5 p.m.) to gather input on proposed changes to the oceanfront setback rules: Monday, July 14, Brunswick County Association of REALTORS Meeting Facility, 101 Stone Chimney Rd., Supply; Tuesday, July 15, NOAA/NC Coastal Reserve Auditorium, 101 Pivers Island Rd., Beaufort; Wednesday, July 16, Kill Devil Hills Town Hall ("The Meeting Room"), 102 Town Hall Dr., Kill Devil Hills; Thursday, July 24, Holiday Inn Brownstone Hotel, 1707 Hillsborough St., Raleigh. Contact: Michele Walker, 733-2293, ext. 229.

House Committee on Environment and Natural Resources will meet on Tuesday, July 15 at 12:00 p.m., 643 Legislative Office Building. 

Conservation/wastewater technology workshop to be held July 16 at the University of Georgia in Athens, Ga., and July 30 at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, Ark.   The full-day, hands-on, interactive workshops are designed to help attendees learn firsthand the technical solutions and new technologies available to alleviate the water reuse and wastewater problems meat and poultry processors face. To register go to www.meatingplace.com.
[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



