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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.
Washington NEWS
Senate Committee Approves Money for Port Study:  A U.S. Senate committee has approved $100,000 for a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reconnaissance study of the 600-plus acres near Southport where the N.C. State Ports Authority wants to build a huge new container terminal. The study would determine whether further environmental studies are warranted on the site.  Once approved by the Senate, this version of the appropriations bill must be reconciled with the House of Representatives-passed version of the bill. Democrats' Drilling Bill Fails in House:  Legislation offered by the House Democratic leadership that would hasten oil drilling in Alaska and on existing federal leases failed last week, when 11 Democrats joined Republicans to deprive Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) of the two-thirds majority needed to pass the bill under suspension rules.  The White House had threatened to veto the measure, saying it would “discourage the development of domestic energy resources, drive up gasoline prices, and reduce the nation’s energy security.”   Democrats are likely to soon take up legislation that would require the release of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, a federal supply set aside for emergencies.

Legislative NEWS

Drought Bill:  Gov. Mike Easley's drought response plan is advancing in the General Assembly. The Senate voted 36-9 on Thursday to approve the plan and send it back to the House. Lawmakers scaled back the governor's plan to help local water system officials who have already drafted and filed conservation plans with the state. They also made clear that private wells would not be regulated by the measure.  The Senate vote sends the bill to the House, which approved an earlier draft of the plan this week. 

Pesticide Bills:  Lawmakers have funded only a handful of the reforms suggested by the pesticide task force appointed last January by Gov. Easley. Lawmakers budgeted just over $350,000 for pesticide initiatives, less than a quarter of the $1.6 million the task force recommended. The money in this year’s budget will allow the state to continue tracking pesticide poisoning cases, a program that was run for the past year with federal funding. It will also fund the positions of two new state employees who will train farmworkers on proper pesticide use. 

Budget Signed:  Gov. Mike Easley quietly signed the state budget bill into law on Wednesday, deciding against the Capitol ceremonies that have accompanied past budget signings. Easley signed the $21.4 billion spending plan as legislators met one of his demands, moving legislation that could free up $1.4 million in additional money for his Learn and Earn early college enrollment plan. 

Real ID:  The House tentatively endorsed a plan Wednesday to stop spending state dollars on compliance with the federal Real ID Act, with several members calling the order to make state driver's licenses more secure an unfunded mandate. "We need to send that message without the necessary appropriations and the passing-through of funds to us to make it happen, we cannot do it," said Rep. Nelson Cole, D-Rockingham and the bill's sponsor. State taxpayers would have to pay $21 million each year through 2017 to comply, in addition to a $20 million software upgrade, said Cole. The bill awaits a final vote in the House; approval would send it to the Senate for consideration. 

Drought NEWS

Southeast Drought Only Slightly Improves:  Recent rains have done little to ease drought conditions across the Southeast.  A U.S. Drought Monitor report released Thursday shows that exceptional drought conditions - the most severe category - still cover part of the western Carolinas. Extreme conditions still spread across northern Georgia, eastern Tennessee and into the central Carolinas. 
Immigration NEWS

Bill Would Reauthorize, Expand E-Verify:  The E-Verify program would be reauthorized and expanded under a bill introduced by Rep. Chris Cannon (Rep.-Utah) on Thursday. The current E-Verify program is set to expire on November 30.  Cannon's bill, H.R. 6454, keeps the electronic employment verification program voluntary for employers. It adds options for biometric components to help catch instances of identity theft. And it includes a section that would preempt the growing number of state immigration laws. 
Commodity NEWS

OK to Eat Tomatoes Again:  The U.S. government lifted its salmonella warning Thursday on the summer favorites amid signs that the record outbreak, while not over, may finally be slowing.   Hot peppers still get a caution: The people most at risk of salmonella should avoid fresh jalapenos and serranos, and any dishes that may contain them such as fresh salsa, federal health officials advised. Also still on the suspect list is fresh cilantro. Investigators still don't know what caused the salmonella outbreak.  But Thursday's move, coming as the tomato industry estimates its losses at more than $100 million, doesn't mean that tomatoes harvested in the spring are cleared. It just means that the tomatoes in fields and stores today are safe to eat, said Dr. David Acheson, the FDA's food safety chief. 

USDA Raises Pork Production:  USDA raised its pork production and export forecasts for 2008 and 2009 in its most recent World Agricultural Supply and Demand report released on Friday.  USDA boosted its 2008 U.S. pork production forecast by 95 million pounds to nearly 23.5 billion pounds, and increased its 2009 pork production forecast by about 55 million pounds to about 22.77 billion pounds.  USDA expects prices for barrows and gilts (live equivalent 51-52 percent lean) to average $50 to $52 per hundredweight in the third quarter of 2008 and then fall to $43 to $47 in the fourth quarter.

Horses Need to Be Vaccinated for EEE and West Nile Virus:  The wet weather, coupled with a mild winter, means North Carolina could experience a heavier-than-normal mosquito season, which increases the risk of mosquito-borne diseases in horses and donkeys, including diseases that mosquitoes can spread to humans.  "The best way to protect both humans and animals is to plan now to reduce the breeding grounds for mosquitoes and reduce exposure," said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. "Equine owners can also vaccinate their animals against two diseases that are now endemic in North Carolina - West Nile virus and Eastern Equine Encephalomyelitis."

Corn Condition Improves: Some 64 percent of the U.S. corn crop was in either good or excellent condition in the week ended July 13, up from 62 percent a week ago and similar to the condition last year's crop was at this time, according to USDA.   In its weekly crop progress report, USDA indicated the corn crop continued to lag developmentally, with just 13 percent of the crop silking, compared to 50 percent by this time last year and 36 percent on average over the past five years. 
Business NEWS

Biodefense Lab:  The Golden LEAF Foundation has approved $262,248 in public funds to pay for an education campaign about a proposed biodefense lab in Granville County. The money will go to the N.C. Biotechnology Center, which requested the grant on behalf of the N.C. Consortium for the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility for the proposed $450 million federal facility. The plan includes a seven month outreach initiative with newspaper ads, an enhanced Web site and informational cards that will be sent to county residents. A site north of Butner is on the short list for the National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility. Residents have opposed the facility over concerns about harmful pathogens. The lab would study large-animal diseases. 
Campaign NEWS 

Mumpower Campaign:  Republican congressional candidate Carl Mumpower has suspended his campaign, saying he's ceasing formal campaigning until at least half of the Republican leaders in the 15 counties that make up the 11th U.S. House District commit to core party principles. Mumpower, an Asheville City Councilman, is seeking to unseat U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler.
Environmental NEWS

Edgecombe OKs Ag Districts:  The Edgecombe County Board of Commissioners approved a plan last week to initiate voluntary agricultural districts, collaborations of farmers that will work with the county to promote and protect local farming.  Edgecombe County is the 58th county in the state to institute agriculture districts.

USDA NEWS  
$202.5 Million Added for Conservation Programs: An additional $200 million will be made available through the 2008 farm bill to help farmers and ranchers nationwide to solve natural resource problems through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  EQIP offers up to 75 percent in cost share to help producers install or implement structural and management practices on private agricultural land.  For additional information about, go to www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip.

County Committee Nomination Deadline Nears:  Teresa Lasseter, administrator of USDA’s Farm Service Agency, reminded farmers, ranchers and other agricultural producers that they have until Aug. 1, 2008, to nominate eligible candidates to serve on local FSA county committees.  For more information go to www.fsa.usda.gov; click on the "FSA Counts on You" Spotlight.  
Buy-In Waiver for Supplemental Ag Disaster Assistance:  USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) will allow producers who would otherwise be ineligible for the new disaster assistance programs to become eligible by paying a fee as required by the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 (the 2008 Act).  Payment of the applicable fees will allow the producer to be eligible for benefits for losses under Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program, Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), Tree Assistance Program (TAP), and Emergency Assistance Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).  Producers can contact their local administrative FSA County Office to file the application for waiver and pay the applicable fees. The applicable buy-in form must be completed and applicable fees paid by Sept. 16, 2008.  
NCDA NEWS

State Officials Recall Produce Tainted with Salmonella: Results of ongoing disease and food investigations conducted by state public health and state agriculture officials have triggered a recall of jalapeno peppers and avocados distributed in North Carolina. Two samples from a food distributor tested positive for salmonella. NCDA&CS has asked a Charlotte food distributor to recall jalapeno peppers and HASS avocados it received from a specific Texas food supply company because of possible salmonella contamination. There is no indication at this time that this contamination is the same Salmonella Saintpaul strain that has sickened 23 people in North Carolina and more than 1,200 people nationwide.
Mark Your Calendar

The N.C. Coastal Resources Advisory Council will begin a three-day meeting on Tuesday, July 22 at 1 p.m. to discuss land use plans and offshore wind farming, Holiday Inn Brownstone, 1707 Hillsborough St., Raleigh. Contact: 252-808-2808. 
The North Carolina Coastal Resources Commission will begin a three-day meeting on Wednesday, July 23 at 3 p.m., Holiday Inn Brownston, Raleigh. Contact: Michele Walker, 733-2293, ext. 229. 
The state Coastal Resources Commission and the Division of Coastal Management will hold a public hearing on Thursday, July 24 at 5 p.m. to gather input on proposed changes to the oceanfront setback rules, Holiday Inn Brownstone Hotel, 1707 Hillsborough St., Raleigh. Contact: Michele Walker, 733-2293, ext. 229. 
The North Carolina Albemarle Sound Region Strategic Habitat Advisory Committee will meet on Wednesday, July 30 at 10:30 a.m., Edenton Fish Hatchery, 1102 W. Queen St., Edenton. Contact: Ann Deaton, 910-796-7315. 

The 2008 Turfgrass Field Day will be held Aug. 13 in Jackson Springs.  N.C. State University will present new findings on weed and pest control and nutrient updates. Registration for the event will be from 8 to 8:45 a.m. Field tours will run from 9 to 11:30 a.m. There are 13 tours to choose from, each lasting 30 minutes. For more information, go to www.ncturfgrass.org or call (919) 380-9446.
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