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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.
Washington NEWS
Official Says Administration Opposes FDA Tobacco Control:  The Bush administration strongly opposes legislation to give federal health authorities the power to regulate tobacco products, a top official said in a letter to Congress. The letter is the strongest indication yet that the administration will try to block the broadly popular legislation, which is supported by majorities in both chambers, and has the support of both presidential contenders. Although a floor vote is expected in the House this summer, a protracted battle with the White House could doom chances for passing the bill this year.  The bill would give the FDA authority to regulate cigarettes and other tobacco products. Although the government would not be able to outlaw tobacco or ban nicotine, regulators could demand elimination of other hazardous ingredients in cigarettes. The bill represents a compromise between anti-tobacco activists and Philip Morris USA, the nation's largest tobacco company.

House Ag Committee Announces Changes in Subcommittees:  On Thursday, House Ag Committee Chairman Collin C. Peterson, and Ranking Member Bob Goodlatte, announced changes to the subcommittee assignments: Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Energy, and Research-Robin Hayes, NC; Subcommittee on Specialty Crops, Rural Development and Foreign Agriculture.-Mike McIntyre, NC (Chairman) and Robin Hayes; Subcommittee on General Farm Commodities and Risk Management- Bob Etheridge, NC (Chairman); Subcommittee on Livestock, Dairy, and Poultry- Robin Hayes (Ranking Minority Member) and Virginia Foxx, NC; Subcommittee on Horticulture and Organic Agriculture-Bob Etheridge and Virginia Foxx.

House Rejects Bill to Release Oil from Petroleum Reserve:  Legislation that would release crude oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve failed in the House today. The bill was aimed at boosting supply and potentially easing record-high gas prices.  On a 268-157 vote, the House rejected the Consumer Energy Supply Act (H.R. 6578), which would require the federal government to sell 70 million barrels of light, sweet crude oil from the SPR. 
Legislative NEWS
Poultry Plant Inspections:  The N.C. Department of Labor said Friday that it plans to use the four new inspector position created this year to inspect all industries without singling out specifically North Carolina's poultry plants. Lawmakers provided $350,000 for the new positions to help enforce safety laws but did not specify  they be used only for the poultry industry.  Dolores Quesenberry, spokeswoman for Labor Commissioner Cheri Berry, said the Labor Department will therefore put the new staffers to work "across the board for all industries." Rep. Edith Warren, D-Pitt, and Sen. David Weinstein, D-Robeson, said the plans are contrary to their intent which was to focus on the poultry industry - still, they said they trust the labor commissioner to enforce safety laws correctly. 
Commodity NEWS

FDA Gives OK to U.S. Jalapenos:  The U.S. Food and Drug Administration today said it’s OK for Americans to once again eat U.S.-grown raw jalapeno peppers, clearing the way for North Carolina growers to resume selling their peppers.  The FDA previously had warned Americans to avoid eating any raw jalapenos, regardless of where they were grown. The FDA issued the broad warning earlier this week after its investigation found Salmonella Saintpaul on a jalapeno pepper from Mexico.

Tobacco Production Down Slightly From 2007:  All U.S. flue-cured tobacco production is forecast at 503 million pounds, down less than 1 percent from the 2007 crop but 13 percent above two years ago.  Yield per acre for flue-cured tobacco is forecast at 2,276 pounds, up 17 pounds from last year and 178 pounds above the 2006 yield. Forecasted yields for flue-cured tobacco in Georgia and Virginia increased from last year while the average yield is expected to decrease in North Carolina. In NC production is forecasted at 378 million pounds, up less than 1 percent from the 2007 crop. 
Estimates Increase for 2008 Quarterly Broiler Meat Production:  Broiler meat production for the first five months of 2008 reached 15.5 billion pounds in the U.S., an increase of 5.3 percent from the same time period in 2007, according to USDA's Livestock, Dairy & Poultry Outlook report. With overall production not slowing as much as predicted earlier, estimates for the rest of the calendar year have increased. The new estimates for the second, third and fourth quarters of 2008 are 9.45 billion pounds, 9.25 billion pounds and 9.2 billion pounds, respectively, which total is 2.4 percent higher than 2007.  Meanwhile, turkey production rose in May, rising 1.8 percent from the same month last year to total 521 million pounds. With the increase in May, total turkey production during the first five months of 2008 increased 8.2 percent compared with the same time period the previous year.
Corn, Soymeal Price Declines Slash Hog Feed Costs:  The futures price of September corn has fallen $2.14 per bushel — nearly 28 percent — since June 27, and soymeal futures contracts are down $50 to $70 per ton since peaking on July 11, according to the CME Group's Daily Livestock Report. The report said these declines have reduced hog feed costs by $45 to $50 per ton through next July and by $30 to $40 per ton from August through October 2009.   Those feed cost declines have taken roughly $10 per hundredweight carcass off the breakeven costs of raising hogs next summer, putting it at about $86, which is lower than current live hog futures contracts from April 2009 forward.

Soybean Rust:  At of the end of June soybean rust seemed to be behaving about as it has the past couple of years — active in Florida and the lower Southeast, but making no northward threats. In North Carolina, longtime Soybean Specialist Jim Dunphy says, “Soybeans are being inoculated with rust this week in Florida for experimental purposes. This poses little threat to soybean production since the inoculated soybeans are inside tents.”  Dunphy says this is a good sign for NC soybean producers that they, have to inoculate, meaning researchers in Florida cannot count on natural infection. NC will receive 2,000 copies of the booklet Soybean Rust Management in the Mid-Atlantic Region. These will be distributed to county offices on the basis of soybean acreage. 

FDA Document Answers Questions About New Feed Rule:  Responding to questions it has received about the new feed rule scheduled to go into effect next April, the FDA has published a document about the agency's amendments to regulations that prohibit the use of certain cattle origin materials in the food or feed of animals.  Go to www.fda.gov/cvm/bse_QA.htm.

EPA Delays Decision on Ethanol Mandate:  The EPA said Tuesday it will not decide until early August whether or not to change the current ethanol mandate, a decision that's original deadline was July 24.  Texas Gov. Rick Perry in April asked the EPA to reduce the requirement to blend 9 billion gallons of biofuels with gasoline this year, saying diverting corn to create the ethanol was hurting livestock producers and escalating food prices. The request was supported by environmental groups and food processors.
Immigration NEWS

Farm Labor Verification:  Some states are balking at a federal effort to require them to screen potential farm hands for immigration violations before referring them to jobs.  Most resent a new rule that didn't come with money to pay for the extra work.   At the request of some farm groups, the Labor Department notified state work force agencies in November that they must verify local farm workers' documents before referring them to the fields for work. The reminder was sent only in the form of a "guidance letter," but federal officials say they expect states to comply, either by submitting an I-9 form themselves or by confirming immigration status with e-verify. Officials in North Carolina and New York, and Colorado, after asking the state attorney general to review the letter, are still evaluating to meet the demand.
Lawmakers Call for Employer Accountability for Illegal Workers:  The idea of prosecuting employers for hiring undocumented workers, and not just the workers themselves, is getting vocal support in Washington, thanks to Rep. Zoe Lofgren, (D-Calif.), chair of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security and International Law.  In a hearing on Thursday, titled "Immigration Raids: Postville and Beyond," Rep. Lofgren, Rep. Bruce Braley (D-Iowa) and others criticized many aspects of the May raid on the Agriprocessors facility in Postville, Iowa by agents of the federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency.   "Unless we enforce our laws equally against both employees and employers who break the law, we will continue to have a serious problem with illegal immigration in this country," Braley said.

Environmental NEWS

MOC Receives Funding:  Mount Olive College through the Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center has received $345,000 in funding through the NC Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund (NCADFPTF).  The Funding, which is administered through the NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, will be used to develop Countywide Farmland Protection Plans for 12 counties (Bladen, Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland and Wayne) in southeastern and south central NC.  The 12-month project is expected to begin in early August.
People NEWS

Former NC Rep. John Mclaughlin Dies:  Former North Carolina state Rep. John McLaughlin has died at the age of 82.  The Mecklenburg County Democrat served in the House from 1985 through 1996.
Campaign NEWS
Mumpower Campaign:  Republican congressional candidate Carl Mumpower has reinstated his campaign. Mumpower, an Asheville city councilman who is challenging U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler, suspended his campaign a week ago. 
USDA NEWS 
New HIKE Scenario Available:  USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service has posted on its Web site the fourth Humane Interactive Knowledge Exchange scenario this year, this one addressing "Cattle in Chute and Drive Alley."  To read it go to:  http://www.fsis.usda.gov/FSIS_Employees/HIKE_04D-08/index.asp
$390 Million Available for Natural Disaster Recovery Assistance:  Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer today announced $390 million is available through the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program for landowners and communities to cope with the aftermath of recent floods, fires, drought, tornadoes and other natural disasters.  The $390 million is included in a $162 billion supplemental spending bill that helps the Midwest states with areas ravaged by recent flooding. However, it also provides funding to cover about $140 million in EWP projects from earlier natural disasters, such as tornadoes and wildfires.

USDA Reports Results of Increased E. Coli Testing:  USDA has more than tripled testing for E. coli O157:H7 in raw ground beef components this year, but so far, results have shown a decrease in the percentage of results testing positive for contamination compared to a year ago.  
Mark Your Calendar
The North Carolina Albemarle Sound Region Strategic Habitat Advisory Committee will meet on Wednesday, July 30 at 10:30 a.m., Edenton Fish Hatchery, 1102 W. Queen St., Edenton. Contact: Ann Deaton, 910-796-7315. 
The Southeast Bioenergy Conference will be held Aug. 12-13 in Tifton, GA.  The latest information about alternative fuels and the current and future projects planned for this new industry in the Southeast will be the focus.    Registration is $175 before July 31, and $225 after. College students get in free.  For more information, go to www.sebioenergy.org. Or, call (229) 386-7274.
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