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This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), which is a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is the legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers. North Carolina has employed the largest number of H-2a workers in the U.S. for the last 10 years, with over 7,000 workers in 2007. However, H-2a accounts for less than 5% of the seasonal/temporary workforce in NC due to excessive expenses associated with the program, which growers are unable to recoup. The H-2a program is also too litigious for many growers due the targeting of H-2a growers by legal and worker activists who are philosophically opposed to the H-2a program.  Opponents of the H-2a program disagree with the program because it provides no pathway to US citizenship; the H-2a visa does not allow H-2a guestworkers to work outside of agriculture, and H-2a growers must ensure that their guestworkers return back to their country of origin when the seasonal/temporary agricultural work on the time-limited H-2a visa is complete.
Immigration NEWS

Judge Grants Injunction Against USDOL: The Honorable Judge William L. Osteen, Jr., of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina granted growers’ motion for a preliminary injunction against the U.S. Department of Labor in order to stop the current administration from suspending final rule regulations for the H2-A agricultural worker program until a trial can be held.  Members of the North Carolina Growers Association, along with 17 other groups across the country, filed a lawsuit in early June seeking an injunction against the U.S. DOL and U.S. Department of Homeland Security to prevent the final H-2A rules from being suspended, claiming that the action taken by Sec. Solis violated the Administrative Procedure Act. 

Current I-9 Form Remains Valid:  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services announced that the Employment Eligibility Verification form (I-9) that now is posted on its Web site did not expire last week, as had been scheduled.   This version will remain current for an indefinite period of time, as USCIS waits for the Office of Management and Budget to officially approve its continued use. At that time the dates listed on the form will be updated. Then employers can use either the Form I-9 with the new revision date or the Form I-9 with the 02/02/09 revision date (as it now reads) at the bottom of the form.  For more info, go to www.uscis.gov.
Business NEWS
Smithfield, N.C. Plant Workers Ratify Union Contract:  Smithfield Packing Co. and the United Food and Commercial Workers Local 1208 said late Wednesday they have ratified a new four-year contract covering the 5,000 employees at the company's Tar Heel, N.C., pork processing plant. The new contract includes: wage increases of $1.50 per hour over the next four years; continued company-provided family health care coverage; improved paid vacation benefits; retirement security through existing pension plan; continued joint worker/management safety committee, including safety training; guaranteed weekly hours; and a system to resolve workplace issues.
Electric Manufacturer Expands Western NC Plant:  An Arkansas electric manufacturer plans to expand an existing plant in western North Carolina. Gov. Beverly Perdue says the move by Baldor Electric Co. at its Buncombe County plant means an investment of nearly $5 million and a gain of 32 jobs over three years.  Baldor products include industrial electric motors and generators.  In June, Baldor said it was adding 114 news jobs at its Cleveland County plant and in May there will be 25 new jobs at its McDowell County factory. 
Washington NEWS
Senate Committee Rejects OLF Measure:  A U.S. Senate committee has rejected a measure barring the Navy from building its proposed outlying landing field in two northeastern North Carolina counties. The Senate Armed Services Committee voted 18-6 against including a provision in the National Defense Authorization Act that would have prohibited the Navy from considering sites in Camden or Gates counties. U.S. Sens. Richard Burr, R-N.C. and Kay Hagan, D-N.C., sponsored the amendment to the defense bill that effectively would have ended northeastern North Carolina’s fight to keep the OLF out. Aides to the senators say the amendment, introduced by Burr, matched exactly an amendment attached to the defense authorization bill in the House by U.S. Rep. Walter Jones. Jones’ amendment passed both the House Armed Services Committee and later the full House by a vote of 389-22. David Ward, Burr’s press secretary, said Burr will try to reintroduce the amendment on the Senate floor. 
Legislative NEWS 
Use of Cisterns in Construction/Renovation:  HB749, Use of Cisterns in Construction/Renovation, was ratified Friday 6/26 and is on the way to the Governor's office for signing.  The bill authorizes the State Building Code to permit the use of cisterns to provide water for flushing toilets and for outdoor irrigation in the construction or renovation of residential or commercial buildings or structures. It also prohibits any state, county, or local building code or regulation from prohibiting the use of cisterns for these uses.
People NEWS

Perdue Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue announced a number of appointments this week: Eric Levinson to the Mecklenburg County Superior Court bench. Levinson is a former North Carolina Court of Appeals judge who stepped down to work in Iraq for the U.S. Justice Department. He is filling a vacancy in Mecklenburg County.  Ken R. Harewood, Durham, to the North Carolina Biotechnology Center. Harewood is the director of the Julius L. Chambers Biomedical/Biotechnology Research Institute at N.C. Central University. He has been reappointed. 
Commodity NEWS

Peaches Looking Good:  Peach growers are predicting it could be a peach of a season, thanks to Mother Nature.  "Because of warm weather and ample rains, peach growers are looking forward to a banner year," said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler.  NC's peach season runs from the end of May through September.  

U.S. Swine Stock Down 2 Percent:  USDA's quarterly Hogs and Pigs report released Friday afternoon generally came in line with consensus expectations, although some analysts noted the information was collected June 1, before the hog markets collapsed.  Total inventory of U.S. hogs and pigs as of June 1 was 66.1 million head, down 2 percent from the year-earlier number but up 1 percent from March 1, 2009.  The breeding herd dipped 3 percent to 5.97 million head. Market inventory, at 60.1 million head, was 2 percent lower than last year but up 1 percent from the previous quarter.  At 28.5 million head, the March-May pig crop was down a bit from 2008 but up 2 percent from 2007. Sows farrowing in the quarter totaled 2.97 million head, down 3 percent from 2008 but up 2 percent from 2007. The sows farrowed during the quarter accounted for 50 percent of the breeding herd. The average pigs saved per litter hit a record high, 9.61, for the March-May 2009 period, compared with 9.38 last year. Pigs saved per litter by size of operation ranged from 7.40 for operations with 1 to 99 hogs and pigs to 9.70 for operations with more than 5,000 hogs and pigs. 

Pig Diagnosed with H1N1 in Argentina:  According to thepigsite.com, veterinary authorities have sent a report to the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) about an outbreak of influenza A H1N1 on a pig farm near Buenos Aires, Argentina. The virus is believed to have spread from farm workers to the pig as the farm has its own restocking system and the last entry of animals occurred in July 2008.
USDA NEWS

USDA Shocks Markets by Estimating Higher Corn Acreage:  In what will undoubtedly be a windfall of lower feed prices for livestock producers, USDA estimated U.S. corn acreage at 87 million acres, up 1 million acres from last year and well above both analysts' expectations and the 85 million acres USDA expected farmers to plant based on its poll of their intentions in March. Corn futures prices fell the daily limit of 30 cents per bushel at the open on the Chicago Board of Trade after USDA's Acreage report was released.

Ag Secretary Urges Producers to Learn About New ACRE Program:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack urged producers to learn about the new Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program before the August sign-up deadline.  The ACRE program is an alternative to the counter-cyclical program. ACRE payments are based on what the producer actually plants, with payments calculated using recent market prices. ACRE payments are triggered when the farm revenue and state revenue - price multiplied by yield - fall below a calculated guarantee for a crop. The deadline for producers to sign up is Aug. 14, 2009.  For more info go to www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for July 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for July 2009 is 0.500 percent, unchanged from June 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during July 2009 is 1.500 percent, unchanged from June 2009.  The interest rate for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for July 2009 is 3.250 percent, up from 2.625 percent in June 2009. The interest rate for Sugar Storage Facility Loans for July 2009 is 4.500 percent, up from 4.000 in June 2009.  The maximum discount rate applicable for July 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from June 2009. This is based on the 3.250 percent prime rate plus 2 percent, rounded to the nearest whole number.
NCDA NEWS

Statewide Survey Shows Farmers Don’t Hog Water:  North Carolina farmers use but a fraction of the water consumed in the state each day, according to the first-ever statewide survey of agricultural water use. Among water users withdrawing at least 10,000 gallons a day, farmers accounted for about 1 percent of all withdrawals, the survey showed. The General Assembly last year passed a bill requiring the NCDA&CS to do an annual survey of agricultural water use. The department’s Agricultural Statistics Division contacted 9,000 farms and received responses from 86 percent. From those responses, statisticians found 1,500 farms that used 10,000 gallons or more of water on at least one day during the year. The department submitted the report to legislators Wednesday. The survey showed that average daily withdrawals by farmers totaled 108 million gallons from surface waters and 41 million gallons from ground water. Combined, they accounted for about 1 percent of the more than 15 billion gallons of water used daily in North Carolina. Heaviest usage occurred between May and September, which is peak growing season and the hottest time of year. July saw the highest water usage, with farmers collectively withdrawing an average of 365 million gallons per day. Water usage was lowest in January, when farmers collectively withdrew 34 million gallons per day on average.
Mark Your Calendar
The NC Agribusiness Council  AgLeaders Banquet will be held at the North Raleigh Hilton on Monday, August 24, 2008 and will include a reception and elegant dinner. Invited guest speakers include U.S. Senator Richard Burr and U.S. Senator Kay Hagan as well as Governor Beverly Perdue and Lt. Governor Walter Dalton.  Sponsorships start at $250 and individual tickets are $150.  Seats are limited. 
Peach Day at the Piedmont Triad Farmers Market, Colfax, July 10,  10 a.m.-1 p.m. and at the Southeastern N.C. Farmers Market, Lumberton, July 25, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

The annual meeting of the American Peanut Research and Education Society will be held July 14–17, 2009 at the Marriott Raleigh City Center in Raleigh, N.C. Research and Extension papers will be presented on all phases of the peanut industry.  Additional meeting information can be obtained from: Barbara Shew at 919-515-6984 — barbara_shew@ncsu.edu, David Jordan at 919-515-4068 — david_jordan@ncsu.edu, H. Thomas Stalker at 919-513-2929 —tom_stalker@ncsu.edu or James Starr at 979-845-8278 — jstarr@ag.tamu.edu.
Seasons of Sustainable Agriculture is a series of education, extension and outreach events offered each year by North Carolina’s  Center for Environmental Farming Systems. Unless otherwise stated all workshops will be held at the Center for  Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS), located at the Cherry Research  Farm, 201 Stevens Mill Road in Goldsboro, N.C. Farmscaping for Pest Management, July 15, 9:00am–3:00pm, registration Fee: $20 (Includes lunch). For more info go to www.cefs.ncsu.edu
Peach Festival, Candor, July 18, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
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