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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.
Washington NEWS
EPA Rejects Call to Waive Ethanol Mandate:  In a case that has prompted close Congressional scrutiny, the Environmental Protection Agency rejected a request by the state of Texas to waive new federal mandates for biofuels production. Mounting concerns that the new mandate is diverting food supplies to make ethanol has given many lawmakers second thoughts about the increase signed into law by President Bush in December. 

Cross-Border Trucking With Mexico Extended for Two Years:  The Department of Transportation Monday announced it will extend for two years its pilot program that allows Mexican truckers full access to U.S. highways.  The move was supported by U.S. meat companies and other manufacturers, but opposed by some members of Congress, and labor, highway safety and consumer groups. 
Immigration NEWS

Hispanic Population Rises:  North Carolina's Hispanic population grew by nearly 8 percent in the year that ended July 1, 2007, according to U.S. Census figures released Thursday. During that same period, the state's population as a whole grew by only 2.2 percent.  Despite illegal immigrant enforcement efforts, the Hispanic population swelled faster than in years past. In 2000, the Hispanic population grew by 4.7 percent, and the growth rate has increased every year since. 

No One Shows Up for Self-Deportation:  The first day of the trial run of a federal program aimed at encouraging illegal immigrants to leave the country ended with no one signing up. The option for self-deportation is being offered to the nation's 457,000 eligible illegal immigrants -- fugitives with an otherwise clean criminal history who have been caught and ignored an immigration judge's order to leave. The U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement program -- Operation Scheduled Departure -- runs through Aug. 22 in Charlotte, San Diego, Chicago, Phoenix and Santa Ana, Calif. Illegal immigrants who participate will get up to 90 days to pull together money to pay for family members to return home with them and take care of other arrangements. 
Environmental NEWS

Forecasters Increase Atlantic Hurricane Outlook:  Federal forecasters on Thursday upgraded their outlook for this Atlantic hurricane season to include two more named storms than previously predicted.  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration projects an 85 percent probability of an above-normal season - up from 65 percent in May.  In its August update, NOAA said there was a better than average chance of 14 to 18 named storms, seven to 10 hurricanes and three to six hurricanes of at least Category 3 strength, which would be top sustained winds of at least 111 mph.  
Second Fish Kill Found: Nearly 4 million fish were found dead Wednesday in the Pamlico River just east of Washington. It was the second largest fish kill reported this week in Eastern North Carolina rivers. On Tuesday, an estimated 750,000 dead fish were found in the Neuse River between Otter Creek and Carolina Pines. Susan Massengale of N.C. Division of Water Quality said oxygen levels in the water dropped dramatically Tuesday night. She said the cause of the drop has not yet been determined. Neuse Riverkeeper Larry Baldwin is claiming that major algae blooms a week ago may have contributed to both the Neuse and Pamilico fish kills;  and according to Baldwin, the biggest contributor to nutrient imbalance is waste from hog farms. While the state does its investigations Baldwin says he will ask a botanist to conduct independent tests. Massengale said algae samples were being sent to Raleigh for tests, but there was no proof yet that algae was a contributing factor.

Drought NEWS

Hendersonville Enacts Mandatory Water Rules:  Hendersonville has imposed mandatory water restrictions because officials say residents didn't heed a plea last year for voluntary conservation.  City Manager Bo Ferguson said the area hasn't had substantial rainfall in recent weeks. Restrictions include a ban on outdoor watering, filling pools and washing cars at home. 

Commodity NEWS

Record Cattle Prices in Next Three Years:  Starting in the fourth quarter of this year, cattle prices should reach record highs and continue to set records in 2009 and 2010, according to Purdue University Extension Economist Chris Hurt.  In a report analyzing current cattle trends, Hurt noted beef supplies are expected to be about 2 percent higher in the third quarter, and then drop by 5 percent in the final quarter of this year. Assuming third quarter live cattle prices average about $97 per hundredweight, and fourth quarter prices near $100, Hurt estimates choice steer prices will average $95 for the whole of 2008, which would be $3 higher than last year's record. 
Bio-Defense Lab:  The N.C. Biotechnology Center has rejected a $262,248 grant from the Golden LEAF Foundation to fund an education campaign about a bio-defense lab proposed for Granville County, saying the terms were too onerous. Residents near the proposed National Bio and Agro-Defense Facility worry about the safety of the lab and the possibility that deadly pathogens could escape. Supporters have said such concerns are overblown. On Tuesday, the Raleigh City Council voted to oppose the lab. U.S. Rep. Brad Miller, whose district includes the proposed lab, also came out in opposition to the facility Tuesday, saying in a statement that questions regarding the facility's safety have not been adequately addressed. The federal government also is considering sites in Georgia, Mississippi, Texas and Kansas. 

Mexico Says Pepper Farm Tests Negative for Salmonella:  Mexico's government said its tests of serrano peppers and water from a farm the U.S. identified as infected with salmonella showed no signs of the bacteria.  Similar tests by the U.S. FDA at the same farm last month detected salmonella in a sample of peppers and water used for irrigation, according to the agency. Sanchez said last month  that the samples U.S. officials said tested positive for salmonella came from a plot of land that had been harvested more than a month ago and water that wasn't used for irrigation.  
People NEWS

Deaths:  Rebecca M. "Becky" Singletary, 69, died July 29, 2008. She is survived by her husband, Howard Singletary, former executive director of the Plant Food Association of NC. Mrs. Singletary was preceded in death by her son, David M. Singletary. Memorial contributions may be made to the Wake Co. SPCA, 200 Petfinder Lane, Garner, NC 27529.

Business NEWS

Meat, Poultry Processor Stocks Soar on Falling Grain Prices:  Shares of major publicly-traded meat and poultry processors soared on Tuesday as tumbling grain and soybean prices led traders to react positively to the prospect of lower livestock feeding costs.  In early afternoon trade, shares of Pilgrim's Pride were up 18 percent at $14.59 per share; Smithfield Foods shares were up nearly 11 percent at $24.66 per share; and Tyson Foods shares were up over 7 percent at $16.13 per share.  Corn futures prices, which have surged 59 percent in the past year, have tumbled 12 percent over the past four sessions at the Chicago Board of Trade. Soybeans, which have risen 56 percent in the past year, have declined by over 8 percent in the past four trading sessions. 
Fiberboard Factory Incentives:  A Canadian maker of wood panels and other products will receive a $250,000 One North Carolina Fund grant for its plans to build a fiberboard factory in Chatham County and add 104 jobs over three years.  Uniboard Canada plans to invest $142 million to refurbish an existing facility and build a new one. The company bought the existing factory in Moncure from ATC Panel. 
Campaign NEWS 

Hagan’s Plans for Rural Development:  U.S. Senate candidate Kay Hagan wants to increase investments to research biofuels that can be made in North Carolina. Hagan detailed her plans for rural development Friday during visits to Tarboro, Clayton and Sims. Hagan is proposing a number of investments to improve rural life, including agriculture research, improvements in broadband Internet access and better access to health care. 

Obama, McCain Set Debates:  Barack Obama and John McCain will debate head-to-head three times. The presidential debates are scheduled for Sept. 26 in Oxford, Mississippi, Oct. 7 in Nashville, Tenn., and Oct. 15 on Long Island, N.Y. The Obama campaign also agreed to the standard vice presidential debate, which is slated for Oct. 2 in St. Louis.
USDA NEWS  
Lower CRP Rent in Drought-Stricken Counties:  Producers in drought-stricken counties may see their rental payments for Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land cut by 10 percent instead of 25 percent, under an aid plan announced by Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer late last week.  To qualify, the land must be approved for emergency haying and grazing, which means it must be listed as a level "D3 Drought-Extreme" or greater, or have suffered at least a 40 percent loss of normal moisture and forage for the preceding four-month qualifying period. 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Purchases for Schools:  US Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer today announced that $49 million will be provided in fresh fruits and vegetables for elementary school children. The Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program is targeted to students in the neediest elementary schools in each state. North Carolina received $1,149,963 for the 08-09 school year.

USDA Announces Lending Rates:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) today announced interest rates for August 2008.  The CCC borrowing rate-based charge is 2.375, unchanged from July 2008.  For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during August 2008 is 3.375, unchanged from July 2008. The interest rate for farm storage facility loans is 3.625, unchanged from July 2008.  The interest rate for sugar storage facility loans is 4.500 percent, down from 4.625 in July 2008. The maximum discount rate applicable for August 2008 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 7 percent, unchanged from July 2008.  

 Mark Your Calendar
The NC Agribusiness Council  AgLeaders Banquet will be held at the North Raleigh Hilton on Monday, August 18, 2008. Registration opens at 3:30 with the event beginning promptly at 4:00 pm and will include a reception, elegant dinner and Candidates Forums for the following races: US Senate (Elizabeth Dole/Kay Hagan), NC Govenor (Beverly Perdue/Pat McCrory), NC Lt. Govenor (Walter Dalton/Robert Pittenger), NC Commissioner of Labor (Cherie Berry/Mary Fant Donnan) and NC Commissioner of Agriculture (Steve Troxler/Ronnie Ansley). Sponsorships for NCAg members start at $250 and individual tickets are $150.  Seats are limited. 
A Water conservation workshop will be hosted by NCSU in Raleigh on Aug. 13.  The workshop is for meat and poultry processors and will focus on technical and process solutions that processors can use to cut operational costs in their plants by conserving water resources. To register, go to https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eventid=627184.

A Turfgrass Field Day is scheduled for Aug. 13 at Sandhills Research Station in Jackson Springs, N.C. The field day begins at 8:45 a.m., with registration starting at 8 a.m. It will feature presentations by researchers from the NCSU-CALS on a variety of topics related to turfgrass. To register:  www.turffiles.ncsu.edu/News.aspx#004583. 

The Drought Management Advisory Council will meet on Thursday, Aug. 14 at 10:30 a.m. to discuss the state's drought, North Carolina State Fairgrounds, Gov. James G. Martin Building, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd., Raleigh. Contact: Jamie Kritzer, 715-7357. 

The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on Thursday, Aug. 14 at 6:30 p.m. on the proposed reclassification of a portion of the Cape Fear River, Bladen Community College, Multipurpose Auditorium Building, 7418 Highway 41 West, Dublin. Contact: Elizabeth Kountis, 807-6418. 

The Habitat and Water Quality Advisory Committee will meet on Monday, Aug. 18 at 1 p.m., 943 Square Mall, Washington. Contact: Patricia Smith, 252-726-7021. 
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