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NC Legislative NEWS

Exotic Animals: In the rush of 11th-hour lawmaking last week, a bill that would have banned private ownership of exotic animals took a quiet second trip to legislative purgatory. The bill's sponsor, Sen. Ed Jones, stuck the measure into an end-of- session study bill after the proposed ban drew intense criticism. The bill was backed by the Animal Protection Institute, a California-based animal rights group.  
Research Campus: A tax incentive approved by state lawmakers could help lure biotechnology companies to the North Carolina Research Campus, Kannapolis leaders said this week. The NC General Assembly also made changes to the state's law on tax increment financing (TIF). The changes will help Kannapolis and Cabarrus County use the money they borrow under that law on a wider variety of projects to support the $1.5 billion research campus.  The tax incentive, approved at the end of this year's legislative session, gives a 50 percent sales tax refund to companies involved in analytical services, said state Sen. Fletcher Hartsell, a Concord Republican who pressed for the change. In addition, the research campus is slated to receive $26.7 million over the next two years as part of the budget Gov. Mike Easley signed Tuesday. The funding includes $4.2 million each of the next two years to lease space in campus buildings for state universities and $4.3 million in each year in pay for faculty members tied to those schools. The General Assembly included an additional $8 million over the next year in startup funding for university projects.


Almond Replacement:  Republican Party members from District 67 have chosen Kenny Furr to serve the remainder of former Rep. David Almond's term in the N.C. General Assembly, Dee Lamb, the Union County GOP's secretary confirmed Tuesday night. At a party meeting in July, Furr, a former Stanly County commissioner, said he would push to widen N.C. 24/27, a major road in Stanly County. Lamb said a vote count was not immediately available. Six candidates were vying for the spot, which opened when Almond resigned last month after a legislative staff member filed a sexual-misconduct complaint against him. Under state law, the governor appoints a replacement if a lawmaker leaves before a term expires. District 67 includes northern Union and western Montgomery counties and Stanly County. 
Campaign NEWS
Shuler Seat:  Some Western North Carolina Republicans want former Rep. Charles Taylor to decide within the next two weeks whether to challenge Democratic Rep. Heath Shuler to a 2008 rematch for his congressional seat. The Henderson County Republican Men's Club passed a resolution recently that asks Taylor to make a decision by Aug. 22, the group's next meeting. Taylor has no obligation to meet this deadline, but it shows that some in the GOP are eager to find a challenger to the freshman Democrat from Waynesville.  Two Republicans who are considering challenging Shuler -- state Sen. Tom Apodaca, of Hendersonville, and District Attorney Jeff Hunt -- said they also are waiting for Taylor to announce his decision. 

Planning to Run: Will Breazeale plans to seek the Republican Party's nomination to face Democratic incumbent Congressman Mike McIntyre of Lumberton. Breazeale, a major in the U.S. Army Reserves, is the executive officer of the 2nd Battalion, 323rd Regiment. His full-time job is piloting a Boeing 737, flying for Air Tran between Atlanta and the West Coast.  
Washington NEWS

Canadian Producers Trying to 'Clip' COOL:  The Canadian Cattlemen's Association and the Canadian Pork Council have united in an attempt to do away with Washington's current mandatory country-of-origin labeling law, calling it a trade barrier and contending it violates international trade laws. In a statement released Tuesday, the coalition, known as Canadian Livestock Producers Against COOL, or CliP COOL, said the provision of the U.S. Farm Bill violates Washington's obligations under the North American Free Trade Agreement and the World Trade Organization, and should be accordingly revised. The coalition argues the law will raise costs due to tracking and complex labeling, and urges the Canadian government to express its concerns to Washington.  

Senator Wants Audit of Asian Barriers on U.S. Beef: Sen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.) has written a letter to the International Trade Commission urging it to assess the damages to the U.S. beef industry resulting from "persistent unfair bans" by foreign importers such as South Korea and Japan, Yonhap News reported. Baucus, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, recommended that the audit should span the period between 2002 and 2007, and should be completed within 10 months. It should cover safety measures and other barriers to U.S. beef, among them high tariffs, quotas, import licensing and distribution systems, as well as an analysis of the economic impact those factors have on U.S. beef exports, the letter said.  A consistent critic of Asian trading partners who have effectively closed their markets to U.S. beef, Baucus asked for the probe after South Korea suspended quarantine inspections of U.S. beef..

Environmental NEWS

Drought: The dry, hot weather hitting North Carolina this week is expected to cost farmers millions of dollars in field crop losses. In Robeson County alone, about a quarter of what's in the fields now --roughly worth $20 million -- has been lost to the drought conditions, according to the director of the county's Agriculture Cooperative Extension Service. Everett Davis said he is trying to win support from Gov. Mike Easley to have the county declared a disaster area so farmers can apply for government aid, such as feed stock for animals or low-interest loans.  On Thursday, the N.C. Drought Management Advisory Council released a map showing all but six of the state's 100 counties in some stage of drought. The map shows a state increasingly under the grip of a merciless heat wave. And there is more bad news. "There appears to be very little relief in sight," said Woody Yonts, chairman of the advisory council. "Our water supplies are starting to feel this." Already 36 public water systems are under voluntary restrictions, with another 10 systems under mandatory restrictions. State officials including Gov. Mike Easley have begun telling residents to obey local restrictions and limit water use whenever possible. The current drought has decimated the state's hay crop, leading some farmers to stop rotating their grazing fields or begin selling some, or all, of their cattle. In the past, North Carolina farmers have turned to neighboring states, such as Tennessee, to purchase additional hay. But this year's drought has enveloped much of the Southeast, forcing North Carolina farmers to scour the country for hay. Many Western North Carolina farmers have begun lobbying state and federal representatives to offset the high cost of importing hay from other parts of the country. 

Forest Legacy Program in NC:  Forest Legacy is a state and federal partnership that protects and conserves environmentally important forests. Landowners, in cooperation with a conservation organization or resource agencies / organizations, can contact the Forest Legacy Coordinator for an application packet or download an application online. Past awards to North Carolina have ranged between $1 and $4 million per fiscal year. Application deadline is August 16.  For more info: www.dfr.state.nc.us/tending/legacyfytimeline.htm.  
Business NEWS        
Grant Opportunity:  On July 23, 2007, EPA Region 4 began soliciting proposals for demonstration/investigation-type projects which address one or more of the Region's 2007-2008 environmental priorities.  The Regional Environmental Priority Project (REPP) funding opportunity announcement will be available at www.epa.gov/region4/financial/grants.html (middle of page under Solicitations) and at www.grants.gov for electronic submission of proposals.  Proposals are due to EPA Region 4 by Monday, September 10, 2007. The EPA is interested in agriculture projects that focus on piloting, demonstrating, and/or studying sustainable agriculture practices.
Swine Fever Impacts Smithfield’s Q2 Results: Smithfield, Va.-based Smithfield Foods, Inc. confirmed outbreaks of classical swine fever (CSF) at two of its hog farms in Romania and said clean-up costs will reduce fiscal second quarter operating results by $4-5 million.  The company said about 39,000 animals at two of its farms will be destroyed and disposed of under the direction of Romanian governmental authorities.  Tests on animals at the company's other farms in Romania have thus far been negative. 
Commodity NEWS        
Agriculture Puts N.C. in Top 10 in Exports: As North Carolina's traditional industries such as furniture and textiles decline, the state's agricultural products are gaining internationally. North Carolina ranked ninth out of the 50 states based on 2006 agricultural export value, according to a recent report from the USDA. That's a three-spot improvement from a year earlier. The USDA estimated North Carolina exported just over $2 billion worth of agricultural products, up from $1.8 billion in 2005.  Tobacco products, live animals, meat and poultry are propelling the Tar Heel State up the ranks.  "Largest growth is in tobacco," said Peter Thornton, assistant director of international marketing for the N.C. Department of Agriculture. "After that, nothing else even comes close."  North Carolina exported $407.2 million worth of tobacco in 2006 -- an $86.4 million increase from 2005. National figures also were up in 2006. U.S. agricultural exports reached a record $68.7 billion, up $6.2 billion from 2005.

Meat Unharmed by GM Animal Feed: There is no evidence that genetically modified animal feed has a harmful effect on meat, according to a report from the European Food Safety Authority.
The study found that the quick breakdown of DNA and proteins during digestion reduces the chance that they would be absorbed intact into the muscle, milk or eggs of animals. It also noted that humans are unlikely to absorb DNA from GM foods because the DNA "did not survive passage through the gastrointestinal tract of healthy human subjects." The research comes on the heels of a petition filed with the European Commission that asked to have meat, milk and eggs from animals fed GM feed labeled.
People in the NEWS

Resignation: What started out as a reorganization meeting Monday for the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission ended up as a subtraction when executive director Richard B. Hamilton abruptly quit. Hamilton, who had served as executive director since September 2004, resigned effective immediately. The commission appointed Chief Deputy Director Fred Harris to serve as interim director. "They told me today that they had lost confidence in my ability to manage the staff and the programs," Richard Hamilton told The Associated Press in a phone interview. "So I tendered my resignation as I should have." A wildlife biologist, Hamilton had worked for the commission for 37 years. 
USDA News

U.K. Suspects Third Foot and Mouth Case:  Britain said Wednesday it suspects a third case of foot and mouth disease, and is lifting its ban on sending animals to slaughter for most of the rest of the country, according to media reports.  Meanwhile, U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers continue to be on heightened alert, adding staff when flights are carrying passengers from the United Kingdom, disinfecting footwear from passengers who have been in rural areas and confiscating and destroying pork products from passenger baggage, said CBP spokeswoman Erlinda Byrd. The U.S. has also prohibited imports of live pigs and pork products from Britain.  A USDA spokeswoman said the agency's Animal Health and Plant Inspection Service is working to strengthen response plans for potential disease outbreaks. 

Mark Your Calendar
AgLeaders 38th Annual Membership Banquet, Monday, August 20, 2007 at the North Raleigh Hilton, 3415 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh.  Reception and social from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. Dinner and program from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  Program includes comments from state leaders & NC gubernatorial candidates.  Individual tickets cost $75 per person RSVP is required – seats are limited. Contact the Council at (919) 782-4063.
AgForum with Miller – NC Agribusiness Council members are invited to attend an Agribusiness Forum with Congressman Brad Miller on August 30 at 11:30 am at Rock of Ages Winery in Hurdle Mills, NC.  RSVP is required – seats are limited. Contact the Council at 919-782-4063 for ticket information.

The Farmers Market in Lumberton will hold a “Kansas City BBQ event” in conjunction with Old Timers’ Day on Nov. 9 and 10. Southern Living and NC Public TV will cover the event. Profits from the event will go to scholarships for kids who are members of the East Howellsville Saddle Club. 

The Marine Fisheries Commission Habitat and Water Quality Committee will meet on Monday, Aug. 13 at 1 p.m., North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources Washington Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. Contact: Mike Marshall, 252-808-8067.
The Marine Fisheries Commission Hard Clam and Oyster FMP Advisory Committee will meet on Monday, Aug. 13 at 6 p.m., Room 305, CMAST Building, Carteret Community College, 303 College Circle, Morehead City. Contact: Mike Marshall, 800-682-2632.
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