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The Lois G. Britt Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College offers two 4-year degrees for traditional students.  The agribusiness curriculum prepares students for careers in agribusiness and entrepreneurship.  Agribusiness professionals can choose to work in production agriculture, but may also choose to work in other agribusiness careers throughout North Carolina, the United States, and abroad. The need for agribusiness professionals is continually increasing. The Agribusiness Center also offers curriculum in AgriScience education. This program prepares students to teach agricultural sciences in North Carolina’s middle schools and high schools.  A degree in agriscience education allows graduates to prepare and support youth who have interests within the food, fiber, and natural resource system. Outreach is also an integral part of the mission of the Agribusiness Center and has a charge of teaching agribusiness professionals and farmers “the business of agriculture.” Current projects include: a Grass-fed Cattle Initiative, a twelve county Farmland Preservation Initiative, and an agribusiness simulation for producers and agri-financial professionals in eastern North Carolina. For more information about any of these programs within the Agribusiness Center at Mount Olive College, please contact the Agribusiness Center at (919) 658-7510 or visit www.moc.edu

Washington NEWS
NCAg Brothers Debate Healthcare Reform:  Brad and Dallas Woodhouse, are heating up the airwaves with lively debate over healthcare. Brad, the communications director for the Democratic National Committee, is charged with promoting President Obama’s plan.  While his brother Dallas, the NC state director for the conservative group Americans for Prosperity, is leading the opposition.  The brothers from NC have ties to agriculture.  Their mother, Joyce Woodhouse, is the executive director for the Corngrowers Association of NC, and their uncle, Ed Woodhouse, is the past executive director of the Poultry Federation.  Though they have lots in common, these two hold no punches.  During a joint interview recently, Brad told the CNN morning host John Roberts “You cannot have an honest debate with folks like my brother on this issue,” and accused his brother of perpetuating misinformation and lies.  Dallas contends that Brad is “twisting and spinning” the facts and that “politicians want to control who lives and who dies.”  The interview can be viewed at www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao6AsmgXAhE.

Governors Ask Obama for Pork Industry Help:  In a letter sent to President Obama on Friday, the governors of Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan, Nebraska, North Carolina, Oklahoma and Wisconsin asked the administration to take action to help U.S. pork producers through a nearly 2-year-old economic crisis.  The letter asked the administration to: support at least an additional $50 million of pork purchases for government feeding programs; remove a spending cap on USDA's Section 32 food-assistance program so that additional purchases of surplus agriculture products, including pork, can be made. (Congress imposed the cap as part of USDA's fiscal 2009 budget.); urge China to quickly lift a ban on U.S pork that was put in place because of the H1N1 flu outbreak and to eliminate other barriers to U.S. pork exports. Since September 2007, the U.S. pork industry has lost nearly $4.4 billion, with producers losing an average of $21.37 per pig over the past 21 months.
Legislative NEWS 
NC Lawmakers OK Tax Money to Retool Paper Plant:  Lawmakers want to give a Canadian paper company up to $9 million to help it retool its paper mill in eastern North Carolina.  The House voted 72-41 Monday for final approval that would give Montreal-based Domtar Corp. the money supporters said was needed to keep the company from laying off 320 employees at its Plymouth plant.  Domtar plans to stop making white office paper at the plant in favor of turning the area's loblolly pine trees into the absorbent fluff used in diapers. Supporters say more than 1,000 additional logging jobs in eastern North Carolina are at risk if the Domtar plant shuts down. A similar bill failed in the House last week. 
Water Legislation Update:  The Water Resource Policy of 2009 (S907/H1101) was never discussed in committee.  Other bills that proposed transferring funding and/or management of water and wastewater programs to new entities never made it out of committee but still remain eligible for consideration in 2010.  Many agriculture groups opposed these bills.  The Water Resource Improvement Act of 2009 (cost share bill) was passed out of the House Water Resources Committee but was still stuck in Appropriations when the General assembly adjourned.  The cost share issues will most likely be discussed in the Crawford/Owens study bill (H846). H846 language was recently approved and will create a legislative study commission to look at water and wastewater programs.
Campaign NEWS
Shaw Challenger:  Former Fayetteville City Councilman Curtis Worthy has announced plans to challenge Sen. Larry Shaw next year. Worthy lost to Shaw, D-Cumberland, in the 2006 Democratic primary but came in second in a three-way race. 
People NEWS

Fred Pittillo is NC's Sunbelt Farmer of the Year:  Fred W. Pittillo of Hendersonville, N.C., made a successful transition from dairy farming into turfgrass production. His Turf Mountain Sod farm grows cool season fescue, bluegrass and bentgrass turf varieties on about 1,200 acres in the mountains of western North Carolina. He produces, delivers and installs sod for customers in an area from Raleigh, N.C., to Knoxville, Tenn., and from Atlanta, Ga., to Bristol, Va. As a result of his accomplishments as a turfgrass producer, Pittillo has been selected as the 2009 North Carolina winner of the Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo Southeastern Farmer of the Year award. Pittillo now joins nine other state winners from the Southeast as finalists for the award. The overall winner will be announced on Tuesday, Oct. 20 at the Sunbelt Ag Expo farm show in Moultrie, Ga.
Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue has appointed Anna Barrios Beckwith of Morehead City and Darrell L. Taylor of Jacksonville to the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission. Beckwith is the business manager of Down East Guide Service. Taylor is a correctional officer for the N.C. Department of Correction at the Pender Correctional Institution in Burgaw.
Business NEWS

Feed Plant to Close:  Wilson Milling was scheduled to close Thursday, laying off 25 to 30 workers and idling a local landmark. The owners, Douglas Bunting and C.B. Bunting, tried to sell the plant, which produces animal feed, but were reportedly unable to find a buyer. "The price of hogs kept going down, the price of feed kept going up; it just wasn't feasible," a company spokeswoman said Monday afternoon.
NC Blueberry Farms Cited for Employing Children:  The U.S. Department of Labor has cited seven North Carolina farms and farm labor contractors for employing underage children.  The department's Wage and Hour Division said Monday it fined the seven employers, mostly blueberry farms, for violating child labor laws. Some farms employed children as young as 8 years old. In total, nine farms and 17 contractors all located in Bladen and Craven counties were cited for breaking labor laws, including violating federal minimum wage laws.  The department fined the 26 employers a total of more than $30,000 and ordered them to pay $40,000 in back wages. 
Environmental NEWS

Sludge Survey for 2009 - Beware of Misinformation:  The Division of Water Quality says that a company has sent a letter out to swine farms telling them that they have to do their 2009 sludge survey by the end of the current permit which is September 30.  Please note, that this is not correct. The survey is an annual requirement, so producers have until the end of the year, just like any other year. The permit expiration or the new permit becoming effective October 1 has nothing to do with the annual sludge survey.  If you have any additional questions, contact your DWQ regional office.
Commodity NEWS
WTO Upholds U.S. Trade Claims Against China:  A World Trade Organization dispute-settlement panel report made public Thursday found that Chinese restrictions on the importing and distributing of copyright-intensive products are inconsistent with China's WTO obligations.  The WTO panel called on China to come into compliance with its obligations to allow U.S. companies to export these products to China and to eliminate the discriminatory requirements faced by imported products and their U.S. distributors in China, according to the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative.  The United States initiated the WTO dispute process against China. The issue has been sited as part of trade tensions between the two nations. China has registered a complaint with the WTO contending the United States is unfairly blocking Chinese chicken product imports into the United States. The meat industry has voiced concern that overall trade tensions between the two nations could hurt U.S. meat exports to China.

USDA Predicts Huge Corn Crop; Lowers Price Forecast:  In its first crop estimates based on field surveys, USDA predicted a 12.8-billion-bushel U.S. corn crop, up 5 percent from last year and just 2 percent behind the record crop in 2007. USDA lowered its average farm price for corn in the 2009/10 marketing year that begins Sept. 1 to a range of $3.10 to $3.90 from an earlier range of $3.35 to $4.15.  In a separate report, USDA boosted its feed and residual use forecast for corn by 100 million bushels to 5.3 billion bushels, saying that despite reduced prospects for livestock production, the higher yield and production are expected to add to residual loss.  In its World Supply and Demand Estimates report, USDA also boosted ethanol use by 100 million bushels to 4.2 billion bushels, supported by favorable ethanol producer returns and strong incentives for ethanol blending.  USDA matched market expectation with a 3.2-billion-bushel soybean crop forecast. However, the forecast was a slight decline from last month's 3.26-billion-bushel forecast and USDA slightly raised its price forecasts for soybeans and soybean meal.
South Korea Lifts H1N1 Ban on Live Hog Imports:  South Korea has lifted its ban on live hog imports from North America imposed in April out of fear surrounding the H1N1 viral outbreak. South Korea's agricultural ministry issued a statement Tuesday saying it would allow imports of live hogs from the United States, Canada and Mexico to resume with stepped-up quarantine checks.
USDA NEWS

USDA Launches Retooled Loan Assistance for Struggling Agriculture Industries:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that USDA is undertaking an unprecedented effort to use the department's administrative flexibility to provide relief to individuals and businesses in struggling agriculture industries. Vilsack has ordered USDA Rural Development and the Farm Service Agency to use all available means to help producers, processors and other small businesses who have been hit by worsening economic conditions. The assistance includes Farm Service Agency's increased effort to provide loan assistance to livestock producers and the Rural Development Business and Industry Loan program which has been structured to provide relief to processors and other small businesses in agriculture industries. For more info go to www.usda.gov/recovery. 
Mark Your Calendar

Fifth Annual Food Safety Forum will be held Tuesday, Aug. 18 at 9 a.m., NC State Fairgrounds, Kerr Scott Building, 1025 Blue Ridge Rd., Raleigh. Contact: Brian Long, 733-4216.
The North Carolina Horse Council is holding a series of Town Hall Meetings to hear the Report on the Findings and Recommendations of The Equine Economic Impact Study. 

Monday, September 28, 2009, Western North Carolina Agricultural Center, Fletcher NC; Tuesday, September 29, 2009, Rockingham Community College, Reidsville, NC; Wednesday, September 30, 2009, Hunt Horse Complex, Raleigh, NC; Tuesday, October 6, 2009 Southeastern Agricultural Center, Lumberton, NC; Thursday, October 8, 2009, Senator Bob Martin Eastern Agricultural Center, Williamston, NC.  All Meetings will begin at 6:30 pm. Light refreshments will be served.  Copies of the report will be available for those who attend.  For more info call 919 854-1990 or 1-800-529-9206.

Seasons of Sustainable Agriculture is a series of education,  extension and outreach events offered each year by NC’s  Center for Environmental Farming Systems. Unless otherwise stated all workshops will be held at the Center for  Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS), located at the Cherry Research Farm, 201 Stevens Mill Road in Goldsboro, N.C. for more info go to www.cefs.ncsu.edu.  Transitioning to Commercial Organic Production in Western North Carolina, October (once a week for 9 weeks),  Buncombe County Cooperative Extension center, Asheville, N.C.; Hoop Houses Construction, part 2 of 3 part series will be held October 1, part 3 of series will be held October 27, 6:00pm–7:30pm. Location: Shoaf Plantation, Lexington, N.C.; Contact: Amy Lynn Albertson at 336-242-2085.  
[image: image4.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com




[image: image3.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com





[image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.png][image: image5.png]V. AgNews UPDATE

NC/AQ Weekly News Critical to Your Agribusiness




[image: image6.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



[image: image7.png]NC Agribusiness Council, Inc. 2500 Regency Parkway Cary, NC 27511 office: 919-782-4063 fax: 919-654-6737 www.ncagribusiness.com



