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[image: image1.wmf]This week’s issue of the AgNews Update is sponsored by The NC Growers Association (NCGA), which is a non-profit cooperative that consists of approximately 750 North Carolina grower-members who grow a wide variety of diversified crops from flowers, turfgrass, and Christmas trees to tobacco, cucumbers and sweet potatoes.  NCGA provides its members a labor force via the H-2a program, which is the legal guestworker program, authorized by the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) of 1986. H-2a enables farmers to secure a legal and adequate labor force that is available and capable of assisting with the seasonal/temporary manual labor associated with some agricultural crops. In order to utilize the H-2a program, growers must first engage in independent positive recruitment of US workers through word of mouth with other growers and by placing ads in newspapers and on the radio, as well as soliciting the return of any former, qualified workers. North Carolina has employed the largest number of H-2a workers in the U.S. for the last 10 years, with over 7,000 workers in 2007. However, H-2a accounts for less than 5% of the seasonal/temporary workforce in NC due to excessive expenses associated with the program, which growers are unable to recoup. The H-2a program is also too litigious for many growers due the targeting of H-2a growers by legal and worker activists who are philosophically opposed to the H-2a program.  Opponents of the H-2a program disagree with the program because it provides no pathway to US citizenship; the H-2a visa does not allow H-2a guestworkers to work outside of agriculture, and H-2a growers must ensure that their guestworkers return back to their country of origin when the seasonal/temporary agricultural work on the time-limited H-2a visa is complete.
Washington NEWS
Union Money Pushes Health Care:  Labor unions now seeking to shape the national health reform debate have poured $3.4 million into the campaign coffers of members of the state's congressional delegation since 2003. Nearly all of it has gone to Democrats. North Carolina, a right-to-work state, has the second-lowest union representation and the lowest union membership rate in the nation, according to the U.S. Department of Labor. Labor groups have organized rallies, town hall meetings, phone banks and advertising in support of health care reform. 
Burr Warns of Mistake in Health Care Reform:  Republican Sen. Richard Burr warned Monday that making a mistake in the nation's health care overhaul will impact rural communities first by driving health care providers away.  Burr, who has been a leading critic of the health care proposals that Democrats have been writing, said it was a "good sign" that the White House appeared poised to drop its plan to create a government-run insurance option. The North Carolina lawmaker took part in a town hall meeting Monday with two Obama cabinet secretaries and a Democratic lawmaker. Burr and other GOP lawmakers have proposed a plan that would raise money by taxing health benefits and use the revenue to give people tax credits to buy their own care. He has previously complained that the wrong health care plan could "decimate" North Carolina's economy. 
Campaign NEWS
McCrory Out of Congressional Race:  It doesn't appear Republican Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory will be challenging Democratic U.S. Rep. Larry Kissell next year.  Sources say the mayor had privately told party insiders not to expect him to make the race. Former GOP U.S. Rep. Robin Hayes Hayes, a five-term congressman, also announced this week that he won't seek a rematch against Kissell in the district that stretches from Charlotte to Fayetteville. 

Queen's Seat: Former Sen. Keith Presnell says he won't seek another rematch against Sen. Joe Sam Queen next year. Presnell, a Yancey County Republican, unseated Queen, a Haywood County Democrat, in 2004 only to lose his seat in 2006. Queen won the match last year. 
Etheridge Considering Run for Burr’s Seat:  Democratic U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge said Wednesday that he is considering challenging GOP U.S. Sen. Richard Burr next year. Etheridge said he has been courted by the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee as a potential candidate.  Etheridge said he hoped to make a decision by September.
Drought NEWS 
Drought Emerges Again in North Carolina:  Drought conditions have reemerged in parts of North Carolina for the first time since early May. A lack of rainfall thrust seven central North Carolina counties- Alamance, Chatham, Durham, Guilford, Lee, Orange and Randolph- from abnormally dry conditions into moderate drought, according to Thursday’s map released by the U.S. Drought Monitor. It is the first time since May 5 that any part of the Tar Heel State has experienced drought.  Abnormally dry conditions spread into the Charlotte area this week. However, the news was not bad for all North Carolina counties, as conditions in northeastern North Carolina improved from abnormally dry to normal. As of Thursday, 67 counties – three fewer than last week – are experiencing abnormally dry conditions while 26 counties are experiencing normal conditions for this time of year.  The map can be found at www.ncdrought.org.
People NEWS
Former Wake County Representative Dies:  Former Rep. Bob Hensley Jr. died Tuesday at Rex Hospital from complications of leukemia, according to a spokeswoman. Hensley represented Wake County in the House from 1990 to 2002.
Business NEWS
Maryland Company Buys NC Site for Solar Farm:  A Maryland company has bought a site in North Carolina for a photovoltaic solar farm. The Winston-Salem Journal reported that SunEdison LLC has started grading on the 357-acre site. SunEdison is the largest solar-energy company in North America. Charlotte-based Duke Energy Corp. said 15 months ago it had signed agreements with SunEdison to buy the entire output of the solar farm for 20 years. Production is expected to begin by December 2010.
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Progress Energy plans to shut down three coal-fired power plants in Wayne County and build a natural gas-fueled plant at the site. The $900 million project would increase the amount of electricity produced at the site while reducing pollution.  Progress expects to have the new plant ready by 2013. The project also would involve building a new natural gas pipeline to serve that part of the state. 
Environmental NEWS

Livestock Waste to Energy:  Progress Energy, Duke Energy and other electricity providers have asked state regulators to delay and modify a 2007 state law that requires them to generate a minimum amount of energy from pig or chicken waste, saying the state's waste-to-energy market isn't ready for prime time. The law requires utilities to begin getting some energy from pig and chicken litter by 2012. The providers are seeking a one-year delay from the N.C. Utilities Commission. They're also asking to cut the minimum energy requirement from poultry waste starting in 2014 by a third. Lawmakers passed the 2007 law based on a number of assumptions, said Progress spokesman Mike Hughes. "Those assumptions included a more mature waste-to-energy market," he said. "That hasn't happened yet in North Carolina." Progress hasn't gotten "a single viable swine proposal" so far, and the only poultry project would be so expensive, it would reduce the amount of money the company is able to spend on solar and other green energy, Hughes said. 

Guidelines Set for Acceptable Agricultural Burning:  Farmers will have more specific guidelines for acceptable outdoor burning under an agreement that state environmental and agricultural officials signed recently. Although it remains illegal to burn man-made materials, the state open burning rule allows some exceptions for the burning of plant materials — such as land-clearing and acceptable agricultural practices.  A free brochure describing what is allowed and prohibited under the open burning rule can be obtained by calling (919) 733-3340 or visiting the DAQ Web site at www.ncair.org.
Commodity NEWS

Soybean Rust Still No Threat to Upper Southeast:  Asian soybean rust made its usual mid-August push into soybean production areas in the Delta and moved farther into Georgia, but still poses no imminent threat to the crop in the Carolinas, Virginia and Kentucky. Three tropical systems all appear to be moving away from the Carolinas, reducing the threat of a rapid spread of diseases spores. The most active movement of rust in mid-August has been in Mississippi, where a number of commercial fields have been infected. Still, rust watchers stress that so far these disease levels have been low. The nearest rust to the Carolinas and Virginia remains at low levels on kudzu in south Georgia and near Greenville, Ala. Neither state reports any rapid buildup of the disease, nor significant finds in commercial fields. In North Carolina, rust watcher Steve Koenning says it appears North Carolina is out of danger from rust this season. 
EEE Found in Wilson County: Wilson County has its first confirmed case of Eastern Equine Encephalitis. This is the 12th confirmed case of the virus in North Carolina, according to Cole Younger, veterinarian with Full Circle Mobile Veterinarian Service out of Nashville. Younger said the horse was unvaccinated.  Horse owners in Wilson and surrounding counties are encouraged to have their horses vaccinated. 

Swine Flu Vaccine Works in Animals:  A small study conducted by federal scientists shows Novavax Inc.'s experimental vaccine against swine flu, produced in just weeks versus several months for standard methods, is effective in animals, the company said Tuesday. But it won't be approved and ready for commercial use in the U.S. for at least a couple years, meaning the vaccine won't be available to help here in the current epidemic of novel H1N1 influenza, company officials said.

NCDA NEWS

China May Be Next Market for Tobacco:  NCDA&CS Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is considering exporting one of the state's biggest cash crops to China.  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler said Thursday that, with an increase in the North Carolina's cigarette tax and a smoking ban set to begin, tobacco farmers are preparing to take a hit in business. "We're going to need to export 80 percent of tobacco that we grow in North Carolina in the coming years," said Troxler, who recently returned from a recent seven-day trip to China. With a population of 1.3 billion people, China is the world's largest and most populous country with approximately 330 million smokers.  "China is a market, where if we crack that market, it could rescue the tobacco industry in North Carolina," he said.  Troxler said the country is now considering creating an agriculture office in North Carolina.
Troxler Taps Ragan to Lead Food and Drug Protection:  Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler has named Dan Ragan director of the Food and Drug Protection Division at the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, effective Sept. 1. Ragan, a registered pharmacist, currently is assistant director of the division. He will succeed Joe Reardon, who is retiring from the department to become deputy director of federal-state relations with the U.S. FDA.
USDA NEWS
Processor Recall Plans Will Be Mandatory: Within the next year, meat processors will be required to develop and maintain a recall plan, USDA officials told participants at a conference on E. coli O157:H7 prevention hosted by North American Meat Processors Association. As mandated by the farm bill passed last year, USDA is currently developing rules the agency expects to publish in the coming months. For more info, contact the FSIS Office of Outreach, Employee Education and Training at 800-336-3747.
USDA Implements Farm Storage Facility Loan Program:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that changes to the Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program have been implemented in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill, which will allow producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities. For more info, please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.
Mark Your Calendar
NC State University will hold public forums to gain input on its search for a new chancellor.  The search committee will hold a series of open forums on Wednesday, Aug. 26 in order to hear what members of the university community believe are important qualities and considerations for the next chancellor.  While forums are designated for specific groups, all sessions are open to anyone who wishes to attend. Here is the schedule:  12:30 p.m. - Staff (Talley Center/Stewart Theatre); 2:00 p.m.- Faculty (Talley Center/Stewart Theatre); 3:30 p.m. - Undergraduate, graduate and professional students (Talley Center/Stewart Theatre); 6:00 p.m. - Alumni, local elected officials and local residents (Jane S. McKimmon Center).
Food safety workshop,“Preventing a Recall - Protecting Your Food Business,”  for small food entrepreneurs and meat handlers will be held Sept. 17, 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m., at the Martin Building, N.C. State Fairgrounds. The workshop is designed for small food entrepreneurs and food producers who sell directly to the public, meat handlers producing and selling meat products, individuals interested in developing food recall plans to protect their businesses, and individuals who want to expand market outreach and are required to obtain liability insurance to enter new markets. The workshop is limited to 40 participants and the deadline to register is Sept. 8. Cost is $30 and includes breakfast and lunch. For questions or more information, contact Annette Dunlap, agribusiness developer, at (919) 733-7887 or go to www.ncagr.gov/markets/recallseminar.pdf.
.
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