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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company.  Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com
Washington NEWS
Senior House Democrat Wants Ban on U.S. Oil Exports:  The head of the House Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming is calling on the White House to halt all exports of U.S. oil.  Edward J. Markey , D-Mass., wrote the letter to President Bush in response to repeated calls by Bush and Republicans in Congress to lift longstanding bans on offshore oil drilling, an idea that Markey opposes.  Last year, the United States sent an average of 1.433 million barrels a day of oil and petroleum products to foreign nations. That number jumped to 1.806 million barrels a day in May.
Campaign NEWS

Senate Opponents Agree on Tobacco:  Both major U.S. Senate candidates say they oppose regulation of tobacco by FDA.  Dole and Hagan argue that the FDA does not have the expertise or resources to regulate the tobacco industry, given the agency's focus on the safety of food and pharmaceuticals. In July the House overwhelmingly passed legislation that would allow the FDA to regulate tobacco for the first time. Some analysts believe the legislation is also headed for passage in the Senate. If so, only a threatened veto by President Bush might still stand in the way of the legislation becoming law. Richard Burr, R-NC, also opposes the legislation.

Labor Commissioner Speaks to Agribusiness Council:  Labor Commissioner Cherie Berry said Monday that she's proud of her cooperation with employers on workplace safety, despite recent questions about oversight by her office. Speaking at the annual banquet of the N.C. Agribusiness Council, Berry said that one of her main goals is “helping you stay profitable and helping you sustain your business for our quality of life in North Carolina.” As a result, she said, her office has focused more on safety education than on inspections and fines. In May, Gov. Mike Easley proposed shifting some authority over poultry plant inspection to another state agency. State lawmakers rejected the plan, in part at Berry's urging. Berry, a Republican, is running for re-election this year against Democrat Mary Fant Donnan. Speaking separately to the same banquet Monday, Donnan said that failing to enforce safety laws puts the “good players” in an industry at a competitive disadvantage with those who exploit workers. Berry criticized Donnan for receiving endorsements from labor unions.

The Farm Vote:  Gubernatorial hopefuls Beverly Perdue and Pat McCrory both promised Monday to support the agriculture industry. Speaking at the 38th annual banquet of the N.C. Agribusiness Council, Perdue, a Democrat and the lieutenant governor, said she represented farmers in the New Bern area while in the legislature and sat on agriculture committees. Meanwhile, McCrory, Charlotte’s Republican mayor, said he would listen to the industry because its workers “feed me at least three times a day.” Neither candidate has worked in agriculture. Libertarian candidate Mike Munger did not attend the banquet. He is a political scientist, though he does have ties to agribusiness through his sale of timber from land in Chatham County.
Drought NEWS

Drought Response Plans:  As many as 55 water systems in the western part of the state could face state-imposed water restrictions after initially failing to provide regulators with updated water shortage response plans. State environmental officials said that 21 of those systems had responded with the updated plans after being notified early this week. But another 34 had not complied as of early Thursday.  Among the 34 systems that still hadn't submitted early Thursday were Salisbury, Davie County, Appalachian State University, Newland, Maiden and Marshall. Marshall, in far western Madison County, has a dwindling water supply after one of its three wells went dry. Easley's office announced Thursday that state officials are helping the town with fast-tracked permits and in other ways to construct new wells. 

Drought Forces Partial Closure of NC Paper Plant:  The largest employer in western North Carolina's Haywood County partially shut down last week because drought has cut water available for the paper plant.  Blue Ridge Paper Products in Canton began the partial shutdown Sunday, which was expected to last through the week. Canton Mayor Pat Smathers says the plant's own reservoir is nearly depleted. The plant uses the reservoir to supplement water it takes from the Pigeon River. 

Commodity NEWS

U.S. Sow Slaughter Slowing:  As grain prices have continued to fall and hog prices have remained relatively firm, sow slaughter may be slowing in the United States.  "Our contacts indicated that sows are simply not available since corn and soybean prices fell dramatically during July and hog prices have rallied to annual highs in recent weeks," wrote livestock analysts Steve Meyer and Len Steiner in the CME Group's Daily Livestock Report.  The analysts noted that while U.S. sow slaughter has been 9.3 percent higher so far this year, sow prices have exploded in the past three weeks to reach their highest level of the year and surpass both last year's price and the five-year average. 

Scientists Try to Shield NC Scallops:  Marine scientists have constructed underwater stockade-like sanctuaries that they hope will protect North Carolina's scallop crop from hungry cownose rays. Rays have ravaged oysters in the Chesapeake Bay and are blamed for devastating NC's scallop fishery. 

NC Apple Growers Say Drought May Shrink Fruit:  Some western North Carolina apple growers are concerned that the drought will result in smaller fruit in this year's crop. The lack of rain has resulted in smaller apple sizes in the 6,146 acres of apple orchards in Henderson County. County extension agent Marvin Owings said apples that are 2 1/2 inches or larger bring $10 to $13 per 100 pounds, while smaller apples bring about $6 per 100 pounds. 

Corn Crop Developing Rapidly:  About 68 percent of the U.S. corn crop was deemed to be in either good or excellent condition in the week ended Aug. 17, the same as the week earlier, but ahead of last year's crop, which was rated 58 percent good or excellent at this time a year.  However, in its weekly crop progress report, USDA indicated that the corn crop continued to lag the averages developmentally. An early frost in key corn-growing states could have a significant effect on the crop if the cobs are not sufficiently developed.

Food Prices to Post Biggest Rise This Year Since 1990:  Consumers should brace for the biggest increase in food prices in nearly 20 years in 2008 and even more pain next year due to surging meat and produce prices, the Agriculture Department said Wednesday. Food prices are forecast to rise by 5% to 6% this year, making it the largest annual increase since 1990.
FDA Allows Irradiation of Some Produce:  Food producers can now use radiation to kill bacteria on fresh spinach and iceberg lettuce because of a FDA ruling meant to help head off outbreaks of foodborne illness. 
Business NEWS

Farm Labor Housing Grant:  Telamon Corporation will provide up to the maximum grant of $5,000 to eligible farmers for the repair work required for their existing farm labor housing. Farmers must agree to provide a matching financial amount of $15,000 or the equivalent of $3.00 for every $1.00 provided by Telamon.  Matching funds must include the cost of construction materials and the labor needed to complete the repair work.  For more info go to www.telamon.org.
Immigration NEWS 

Immigration Agency Scraps Self-Deportation Program:  U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement says it is ending its "Scheduled Departure" program when the three-week trial concludes Friday. Only eight people participated in the program, including a man in Charlotte, officials said. ICE said it hatched the plan to give illegal immigrants more control over their departure and to quell criticism by immigrant advocates that its enforcement efforts were disruptive to families. While immigrant rights activists ridiculed the program, they're now worried its failure will embolden enforcement. 

8/8/Community Colleges Close Doors to Illegal Immigrants:  The State Board of Community Colleges voted Friday to back a motion by Lt. Gov. Beverly Perdue to keep its current ban on admitting illegal immigrants in place while a study is conducted on how other states deal with the issue. 

Changes to the H-2B Temporary Non-agricultural Worker Program:  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced August 15, 2008 a series of proposed rule changes that will streamline procedures for hiring workers under the H-2B program.  Go to www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis to see the full list of changes.  USCIS will accept public comments 30 days following publication of the proposed rule in the Federal Register. 
USDA NEWS

Rural Cooperative Development Centers:  Ag Secretary Ed Schafer announced that more than $4.5 million in grants will go to 23 Rural Cooperative Development Centers to improve rural economic conditions throughout 22 states. NCSU received $200,000.
$87.5 Million Aids Producers Protecting Conservation Uses:  Ag Secretary Ed Schafer today announced that producers will use the $87.5 million in Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) funding for removal of farmland debris, restoring fences and repairing conservation structures, which were caused or damaged by floods, and for carrying out emergency water conservation measures in response to severe drought. North Carolina, received $766,000.  FSA county committees determine land eligibility based on on-site inspections of damage. 
USDA, China Sign Biofuels Agreement:  The USDA and the Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) of the People’s Republic of China have signed an important agreement to collaborate on biofuels research. The agreement establishes the intent to cooperate in establishing processes and infrastructure for conversion of sweet sorghum and other feedstocks to ethanol.  
NCDA NEWS

Corn Testing for Aflatoxin:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is encouraging farmers to have their corn tested for aflatoxin to prevent contamination of feeds and food.  Tests are free to farmers and will be conducted at the Constable Laboratory, 4000 Reedy Creek Road in Raleigh. For a complete listing of testing sites and more info go to www.ncagr.gov/paffairs/news-rel.htm or contact Jennifer Godwin or Michelle Gilliam at the NCDA&CS Food and Drug Protection Division, (919) 733-7366.
Farmers’ Input Needed on Corps of Engineers Project: NCDA&CS invites farmers in the Lower Roanoke River Basin to a meeting Thursday, Aug. 28, in Williamston to discuss agricultural impacts that might occur if the federal government changed Kerr Lake flood-release operations.  The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. at the Sen. Bob Martin Eastern Agricultural Center. The change would increase the frequency of flood events on some adjacent agricultural lands, but it would decrease the length of time any given flood might last.  
Mark Your Calendar

The N.C. Division of Water Quality will hold public hearings on draft rules for waste management performance standards at new or expanding swine farms on Tuesday, Aug. 26 at 7 p.m., James Sprunt Community College, Mon Auditorium, 133 James Sprunt Dr., Kenansville and on Wednesday, Aug. 27 at 7 p.m., Archdale Building, Ground Floor Hearing Room, 512 N. Salisbury St., Raleigh. Contact: Keith Larick, 715-6697.
There will be a public meeting on how to implement renewable energy programs on Sept. 4, 2008. The meeting will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (EDT) in the Jefferson Auditorium in the South Building, USDA, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. Registration will start at 8:00 a.m. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged, but not required.  If you wish to speak or make a presentation at the meeting, please contact Robin Robinson at (202) 690-4730; mailto:robin.robinson@wdc.usda.gov. 
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