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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com 

Washington NEWS
Targeted Immigration Provisions Hitch Ride on Spending Bill:  Although a comprehensive immigration overhaul appears to be too much for Congress to contemplate this year, some targeted proposals still may advance when lawmakers return to work in September. Several immigrant visa programs, as well as a worker eligibility verification tool, are set to expire at the end of the current fiscal year on Sept. 30, and efforts to renew them are well under way. For instance, a Senate amendment to the Homeland Security appropriations bill would make permanent an immigrant visa category that offers green cards, or permanent resident status, to wealthy investors who do business in the United States and hire American workers.  Also set to expire is E-Verify, the government’s Internet-based worker eligibility verification program that was reauthorized through six-month patches within stopgap spending bills. The latest patch expires Sept. 30.  The Senate’s Homeland Security spending bill also was amended with a provision to make the E-Verify program permanent and require its use by all government contractors — reflecting a Bush administration rule that the Obama administration has delayed implementing until Sept. 8.
Business NEWS

Sanderson Farms Looking for Growers: Sanderson Farms is looking for about 80 people to become contract chicken growers for its Kinston processing plant.  Sanderson — which earlier this week broke ground on its $121.4 million facility slated to open in September 2011 and expected to employ 160 people at its Hill Farm Road location.  Sanderson Farms currently has a local representative, Randall Boehme, who can help with any questions. Boehme’s office is located at 508 Plaza Blvd., Kinston, N.C., 28501. The phone number is (252) 208-0036.
Carolina Farm Real Estate Values Take a Tumble:  Farm real estate values, a measurement of the value of all land and buildings on farms, is down 3.2% nationally this year compared to 2008. The National Agricultural Statistics Service notes this is the first decline in this valuation since 1987. Nationally, cropland values declined on average by $110 per acre to $2,650. That amounts to a 3.9 percent decline in the value of farm real estate in the country. The situation was even worse closer to home. In North Carolina farm real estate dipped 4.5%, from $4,450 per acre last year to $4,250 per acre in 2009. Download the complete report on the Internet at usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/usda/current/AgriLandVa/AgriLandVa-08-04-2009.txt.

Online Farmers Market Is Goal of NC Group:  A Rockingham County group hopes to create an online farmers market where Triad-area restaurants and other North Carolina businesses could order local meat and produce online.  Members of the Local Foods Coalition include about 40 farmers and other citizen and the group hopes to receive nonprofit status.  The coalition will model the virtual market from one developed in Rutherford County by Foothills Connect, which sells to Charlotte area restaurants. The coalition also organized sustainability festivals in Reidsville, Eden and Mayodan this year to promote a local food economy. 

Santee Cooper Nixes Plan for Coal Plant:  Santee Cooper will not pursue construction of a controversial coal-fired power plant that has drawn intense opposition from environmentalists over the amount of mercury and greenhouse gas pollution the facility would release. The board of directors of the state-owned utility voted unanimously  to suspend an effort to secure state permits for the $2.2 billion plant in Florence County along the Great Pee Dee River. The agency’s action makes it unlikely the plant will ever be built, said Santee Cooper board chairman O.L. Thompson.
Environmental NEWS
Stimulus Grant Helps NC Buy Alternative-Fuel Cars:  A government planning agency has won $13 million in federal stimulus money to buy alternative-fuel vehicles and build fueling and charging stations in North Carolina and South Carolina. The money will help fund an initiative pushing electric, propane, ethanol and biodiesel vehicles.  The program run by the Triangle J Council of Governments for the Raleigh-Durham region includes agencies and companies in the Carolinas. Many of the new vehicles and stations will be located in the Raleigh-Durham area and operated by government agencies and utility companies. 

Fish Kill Claims 3.5 Million Across Neuse River:  So far, 3.5 million fish have died across a four-mile width of the Neuse River, and state scientists aren’t sure when the kill that has claimed mostly menhaden will stop. A spokeswoman for the N.C. Division of Water Quality said Friday that “a confluence of factors,” including rain, heat, algae and an upwelling choked oxygen out of the river from Flanners Beach downstream to Slocum Creek. The fish kill started Thursday evening and extended across the Neuse River into Minnesott Beach and Camp Seafarer.    “There are a variety of (fish) species,” said division spokeswoman Susan Massengale. “But 95 percent of them are menhaden.” Massengale said that factors of nature and those associated with development of an area, such as fertilizer used for landscaped lawns, came together to cause the kill.

Commodity NEWS
Two Reports Seen Positive for Poultry:  Two USDA reports issued last Friday showed poultry supplies remain below year-ago supplies and five-year trends, while reduced pullets hatched indicate fewer birds in the future.  In its Cold Storage report, USDA put broiler supplies at the end of July at 677.7 million pounds. While indicating a slight increase — the largest absolute figure since January — the total was still an 8.3 percent decline from a year ago and 5.5 percent lower than the five-year average.  In a note to investors, J.P. Morgan analyst Ken Goldman noted that the two most important bird parts — breasts and leg quarters — were down 6.1 percent and 21.9 percent, respectively. He also noted a 40 percent decrease in paw inventories could indicate that product is still flowing to the Far East.  Overall, Goldman said the Cold Storage report was positive for integrators such as Sanderson Farms, Pilgrim's Pride and Tyson.  In its July Chicken and Eggs report, USDA reported the fifth decline in six months in pullets hatched, which fell 3.8 percent from a year ago. Pullets hatched are an indication of the amount of chicken meat that will be available nine months from now.  Total pullets in inventory fell 1.8 percent from a year ago, the ninth consecutive decline and the fewest pullets in inventory during July since 2002, according to Goldman.
Cold Storage Numbers Bad News for Pork Prices:  USDA released its monthly Cold Storage report on last Friday, reflecting a disconcerting buildup in pork stocks, particularly hams.  USDA reported total pork in cold storage on July 31 at 547.3 million pounds, up 8.3 percent from a year ago and near 25 percent above the five-year average, according to analysts reviewing the report. Ham stocks in cold storage, at 137.8 million pounds, came in 5 percent below a year ago due to revisions in year-ago numbers, but stood at nearly 24 percent above the five-year average.  J.P. Morgan analyst Ken Goldman agreed. "The amount of pork in storage is not unmanageable, but it remains significantly higher than its five-year average, which bodes ill for prices," he wrote in a note to investors. Goldman called the report neutral for Tyson Foods, which would actually benefit from a compressed spread between hog and pork prices; but bad news for Smithfield Foods, because of its hog-raising operations.
NCDA NEWS

Farmers Encouraged to Have Corn Tested for Aflatoxin:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is encouraging farmers to have their corn tested for aflatoxin to prevent contamination of feeds and food. Some farmers may need to have corn samples tested for crop insurance purposes. These farmers must submit their samples to a grain marketing location certified by the USDA. The tests cost $22.20. Aflatoxin tests for other purposes are free and will be conducted at the NCDA&CS’ Constable Laboratory, 4000 Reedy Creek Road in Raleigh. For additional info about the aflatoxin testing program, contact Jennifer Godwin or Michelle Gilliam at the NCDA&CS Food and Drug Protection Division, (919) 733-7366 or go to www.ncagr.com.

Agritourism Maps Help Locate Corn Mazes, Pumpkin Patches and More:  More than 200 agritourism farms and vineyards offering pumpkin patches, corn mazes, barnyard animal exhibits, hayrides, pick-your-own opportunities, school field trips and more are featured in a new map available at the nine state Welcome Centers, county extension offices, state farmers markets and other spots across the state.  Individuals, businesses and organizations can still order maps by calling Martha Glass, manager of the NCDA&CS Agritourism Office, at (919) 733-7887, ext. 276, or by e-mail at martha.glass@ncagr.gov. Maps are available individually, in packages of 25 and in boxes of 300. In addition to these maps, a searchable directory of farms is available online at www.visitncfarms.com.
Agriculture "Jam Session" Will Promote Farm Products:  The second annual Got to Be NC Ag Jam, scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 12, at the Time Warner Cable Music Pavilion at Walnut Creek in Raleigh, will feature country music star Gretchen Wilson, along with Josh Thompson, Sarah Buxton and Jason Jones. Performing local acts include the Joey Pansarella Band, John Woodall, Brian Davis and Johnny Orr. Samples of North Carolina fruits, vegetables, beverages, sauces, meats and other products will also be starring at the jam, which is sponsored by a host of N.C. companies to promote agriculture in the state. Tickets are available at www.NCAgJam.com, at the Walnut Creek box office and at select Blockbuster stores.
USDA NEWS
Value Added Producer Grants:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA will soon be accepting applications for grants to assist agricultural producers seeking to add value to the commodities they produce. Approximately $18 million will be awarded nationwide.  USDA plans to award planning grants of up to $100,000 and working capital grants of up to $300,000 to successful applicants. Applicants are encouraged to propose projects that use existing agricultural products in non-traditional ways or merge agricultural products with technology in creative ways. Applicants must provide matching funds equal to the amount of the grant requested.  Paper and electronic applications must be submitted to the Rural Development state office in the state where the project will be located.  The Department will publish the official notice for funding availability in the Federal Register within the next week, and will begin accepting applications at that time.

USDA Establishes Dairy Advisory Committee and Requests Nominations:  Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that as part of USDA's continuing efforts to listen to and respond to the needs of producers in the dairy industry he is moving forward on establishing the Dairy Industry Advisory Committee and is requesting nominations. More info on the committee is available at www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/DairyAdvisoryCommittee.
Mark Your Calendar

Seasons of Sustainable Agriculture is a series of education, extension and outreach events offered each year by North Carolina’s  Center for Environmental Farming Systems. Unless otherwise stated all workshops will be held at the Center for  Environmental Farming Systems (CEFS), located at the Cherry Research Farm, 201 Stevens Mill Road in Goldsboro, N.C. for more info go to www.cefs.ncsu.edu.  Transitioning to Commercial Organic Production in Western North Carolina, October (once a week for 9 weeks),  Buncombe County Cooperative Extension center, Asheville, N.C.; Hoop Houses Construction, part 2 of 3 part series will be held October 1, part 3 of series will be held October 27, 6:00pm–7:30pm. Location: Shoaf Plantation, Lexington, N.C.; Contact: Amy Lynn Albertson at 336-242-2085.  Marketing through Community Supported Agriculture, October 20, 9:00am–5:00pm. Location: Chatham County Cooperative Extension center, Pittsboro, N.C.; Contact: Debbie Roos at 919-542-8202.
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