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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.
Washington NEWS
Biolab Opposition:  Two public hearings on a proposed federal bio-defense lab in Granville County were dominated by opponents to the $450 million project. The Department of Homeland Security sponsored the hearings Tuesday afternoon and evening. The hearings were the last in Butner before a decision, which is expected this year. While the hearings did include supporters, none chose to speak. Opponents, however, were very vocal accusing Homeland Security of everything from conspiracy to incompetence. Georgia, Mississippi, Texas and Kansas are also contenders for the lab. 

Tobacco Bill Passes House With Opposition by White House:  The House passed legislation providing the FDA with the authority to regulate tobacco products, despite a veto threat and criticism from some Republicans.  The Senate has yet to schedule the legislation for a vote. Meanwhile, the Bush administration threatened to veto the bill, arguing it would overwhelm the FDA, disproportionately increase tobacco taxes on low-income Americans, and might even hamstring some anti-smoking efforts.
Animal Drug User Fee Reauthorization Passes:  This week the House and Senate passed legislation (H.R. 6432) to reauthorize animal drug user fees, which are set to expire on Oct. 1. The bill would increase fees for animal drug reviews from $15 million to $24 million over five years. The bill also would establish a new generic animal drug user fee as part of an effort to drive down the review times for these drugs. 

Legislative NEWS

Easley Signs Drought Bill:  Gov. Mike Easley on Thursday signed into law House Bill 2499, which gives administrations more power to ensure local governments conserve water during designated shortages by requiring them to adopt and enforce restrictions on consumption. The new law, which takes effect Oct. 1, also gives Easley and future governors power to direct water systems to share their water with other regions without a declared emergency. 
Immigration NEWS

Two Immigration Bills Approved: A House Judiciary subcommittee easily approved two bills related to visas. By a vote of 8-1, the Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security and International Law approved H.R. 5882, which would increase the number of employment-based and family-sponsored visas granted every year to 140,000 and 480,000, respectively, plus the number of unused visas from the previous year plus the number of unused visas from fiscal 2002 through 2007 for each visa category.  It also approved H.R. 5924 by a vote of 7-2. This bill would lift the cap on employment-based visas for nurses and physical therapists until the end of fiscal 2011.

House Judiciary Committee Passes Immigration Bill:  House Judiciary Committee members approved a private relief bill, H.R. 2575, which provides permanent residence for Mikael Adrian Alvarez.  Rep. Steve King (R-Iowa), ranking member of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security and International Law, condemned the bill, claiming it would open the door to amnesty to illegal immigrants on the basis of personal stories alone, rather than specific criteria. He called it tantamount to the DREAM Act, a bill strongly opposed by immigration skeptics that was defeated in the Senate last year.
Business NEWS

Furniture Incentives:  A furniture supplier will receive a $30,000 state grant for its plans to open a manufacturing facility in Valdese, Gov. Mike Easley's office announced Monday. Kellex Corp. plans to spend nearly $1.3 million on the new factory, creating 50 jobs over the next three years. The Ohio-based company distributes primarily to the hospitality, time share and health care industries. 
Commodity NEWS

Tobacco-Free Schools:  All of North Carolina's 115 public school systems will be tobacco-free by the end of the week. Each one will have a policy banning smoking and all other tobacco use -- by anyone, at any time, anywhere on campus or at off-campus school events such as field trips and football games. North Carolina is one of only a handful of states where all public schools will be tobacco-free. Rep. Cary Allred, R-Alamance, filed legislation this year that would have allowed schools to continue setting their own policies, but the legislation never made it out of committee.
Bayer Launches Ignite Herbicide:  U.S. growers now have a non-selective alternative to glyphosate. New Ignite 280 SL herbicide, for all LibertyLink crops, controls more than 120 broadleaf weeds and grasses, including tough-to-control, ALS- and glyphosate-resistant weeds. Ignite controls weeds in days, not weeks, including Palmer amaranth, marestail, morningglories, woolly cupgrass, velvetleaf, cocklebur, foxtails, ragweeds and waterhemp, along with ALS- and glyphosate-resistant weeds. Globally, there is no documented weed resistance to Ignite. For more info: www.BayerCropScienceUS.com.

USDA Cattle Report Surprises Analysts:   Two USDA cattle reports from last Friday showed there are fewer cattle on U.S. feedlots than a year ago, but more heifers than expected are being held for beef cow replacements.   USDA's monthly Cattle on Feed report showed cattle and calves on feed July 1 for feedlots with capacity of 1,000 or more head totaled 10.3 million, down 4 percent from a year ago, while June feed placements were down nearly 9 percent from a year ago. These numbers were basically in line with analysts' expectations.  June marketings, however, were down nearly 8 percent, a greater decline than the 5 percent analysts expected.   The biggest surprise came in USDA's mid-year Cattle Inventory report, which showed heifers being held for beef cow replacements at 4.67 million head, down just 2 percent from a year ago. Livestock analysts were expecting the decline to be twice that, at about 4 percent.
Drought NEWS

Winston-Salem Officials Urge Cuts in Water Use:  Utilities officials in Winston-Salem are urging residents and businesses to voluntarily cut back on water use.  The Winston-Salem Journal reported Wednesday that water flow in the Yadkin River is approaching low levels not seen since the 2002 drought. The U.S. Drought Monitor says Forsyth County is among 14 counties in North Carolina in extreme drought, the second highest level of drought intensity.  Ninety-four of the state's 100 counties are in a drought. 
Campaign NEWS 

Donnan Criticizes Berry on Poultry Inspections:  Mary Fant Donnan, the Democratic nominee for N.C. labor commissioner, strongly criticized Republican incumbent Cherie Berry on Wednesday for Berry's recent decision not to increase safety inspections at poultry plants.  “There are serious questions about whether we have an underreporting of workplace injuries,” Donnan said. In response, Berry's campaign accused Donnan, who has endorsements from the AFL-CIO and the Teamsters, of promoting unnecessary intrusion into business.  
Dole 49, Hagan 40, Cole 4:  U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Dole's lead narrowed slightly. According to a recent survey by Democratic firm Public Policy Polling, the Salisbury Republican got 49 percent, Democratic rival Kay Hagan got 40 percent and Libertarian Chris Cole four percent. Seven percent were undecided.

Debating Libertarian:  Libertarian gubernatorial nominee Mike Munger has been invited to a debate. The Duke University professor has been invited by WSOC-TV and the Charlotte-Mecklenburg League of Women Voters to participate in a live televised debate in October. The debate is scheduled for Oct. 15.
USDA NEWS   
USDA Renews Funding for Swine Disease:  The USDA has renewed funding for the Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome Coordinated Agricultural Project (PRRS CAP), and research proposals requesting funding through the program are due August 20. The agency will invest $4.8 million over the next four years to help decrease economic losses from PRRS. For more information, and to get an application for funding, click here. http://www.prrs.org/.

Senior Farmers' Market Program:  Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer today announced $21 million in final Fiscal Year 2008 grant awards to 49 state agencies and tribal organizations for the Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program. These senior's markets provide low-income seniors with coupons exchanged for fresh produce at farmers' markets, roadside stands and community-supported agriculture programs.  North Carolina received $86,083.

WTO Doha Negotiations: The refusal of China and India to drop a proposal that would have allowed so-called developing countries to increase tariffs on imported food has led once again to a collapse of the Doha Round WTO negotiations. The Bush administration’s offer to cut U.S. farm subsidies even further was not enough to carry the day as the negotiations became ensnared in a debate over a “safeguard” provision that would have allowed those developing countries to protect their farmers in times of decreasing commodity prices. 
COOL Rules, Costs:  USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service has issued a five-page document summarizing the technical requirements and cost estimates of its interim final rules on mandatory country-of-origin labeling (COOL), which go into effect Sept. 30. To view the entire rule document, go to http://federalregister.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2008-17562_PI.pdf.
No Early CRP Exit Without Penalty:  Conservation Reserve Program acreage will not be released early without penalty, the USDA announced July 29.  “After carefully considering recent crop reports, weather conditions, the price trends received in the grain markets and likelihood of increasing land for crop production, we’ve decided not to allow the penalty-free release of CRP land at this time,” U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ed Schafer.
Crop Cotton and Peanuts Marketing Assistance Loan Programs:   The USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) today announced that 2008-crop marketing assistance loans and loan deficiency payment programs for the 2008 crops of cotton and peanuts are now available. Loan rate quality adjustments were announced on June 11, 2008 for cotton and on June 26, 2008, for peanuts.  The national average base quality loan rates for the 2008 crop year will be $0.52 cents per pounds for upland cotton, $0.7977 cents per pound for extra long staple cotton, and $355.00 per ton for peanuts.

Direct Operating and Farm Ownership Loans:  Ag Secretary Ed Schafer has put into place another new farm bill provision, increasing the limits on loans to $300,000 -- up from $200,000 -- for direct farm ownership and operating loans.  Farmers interested in applying for a direct operating or farm ownership loan should contact their local FSA office.
Mark Your Calendar

The NC Agribusiness Council  AgLeaders Banquet will be held at the North Raleigh Hilton on Monday, August 18, 2008. Registration opens at 3:30 with the event beginning promptly at 4:00 pm and will include a reception, elegant dinner and Candidates Forums for the following races: US Senate (Elizabeth Dole/Kay Hagan), NC Govenor (Beverly Perdue/Pat McCrory), NC Lt. Govenor (Walter Dalton/Robert Pittenger), NC Commissioner of Labor (Cherie Berry/Mary Fant Donnan) and NC Commissioner of Agriculture (Steve Troxler/Ronnie Ansley). Sponsorships start at $250 and individual tickets are $150.  Seats are limited. 
The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on Thursday, Aug. 14 at 6:30 p.m. on the proposed reclassification of a portion of the Cape Fear River, Bladen Community College, Multipurpose Auditorium Building, 7418 Highway 41 West, Dublin. Contact: Elizabeth Kountis, 807-6418. 

Food safety symposium to be held Tuesday, Aug. 19 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Kerr Scott Building at the N.C. State Fairgrounds in Raleigh. Admission is free, and lunch will be provided, but registration is required.  Dr. David Acheson, a central figure in the federal government’s investigation of the recent national salmonella outbreak, will speak to representatives of the agriculture and food industries at the fourth annual AgFIRST! Symposium.   Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is host of the event, which has the theme “Providing Safe Food for Healthy Families in a Global Economy.” To register or learn more about the symposium, visit http://www.ncagr.com/agfirst or contact Christina Lucas at (919) 733-7125, ext. 255.
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