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August 7, 2006
Campaign NEWS

Challengers. Al Rosemen has been chosen by the New Hanover County Republican Party as the candidate to challenge Sen. Julia Boseman, D-New Hanover, in the November election, a race that party officials predicted could be the costliest in the state. The party's executive committee also named Frankie Roberts to a rematch with Rep. Thomas Wright, D-New Hanover. Roberts lost to Wright in 2004. The appointments filled holes left when Senate hopeful Sherman Criner and House candidate Shelia Roberts dropped out. 

Oxendine Picked to Replace Hunt.  The Robeson County Democratic Party nominated Roger Oxendine Wednesday to replace former Robeson County Commissioner Johnny Hunt. The executive committee unanimously selected the Rowland farmer to serve as the District 3 representative. The committee also voted to place Oxendine's name on the November ballot.  Oxendine also serves on the N.C. Board of Agriculture and is chairman of the Lumbee River Electric Membership Corp. 

Vinson Out. Republican Rep. Doug Vinson has notified Mecklenburg County elections officials and the local GOP that he will withdraw from the race for House District 105. Vinson, in his first term in the legislature, cited "family considerations" in deciding to withdraw. Vinson was unopposed for a second term. His replacement, which will be chosen by the Mecklenburg County Republican Party, would also face no opposition on the ballot.

Disqualifications Upheld. A Wake County judge has upheld rulings that disqualified two Republican House candidates, Frank Mitchell and Tommy Pollard, from May's primary because they failed to meet residency requirements. The two were seeking new elections in different House districts and aren’t likely to appeal the decisions of Judge Don Stephens to the Court of Appeals because they probably wouldn't be resolved until next year, their attorney said. If Stephens' decisions stand, then only one primary race remains unsettled. The State Board of Elections has scheduled a hearing in Kinston on Monday to review evidence to determine whether a new election should be ordered in the race between Rep. Stephen LaRoque, R-Lenoir, and challenger Willie Ray Starling. Election officials say Starling defeated LaRoque by 11 votes out of more than 1,800 cast. 

A Possibility. If House Speaker Jim Black does not seek another term as speaker, the head of the N.C. Black Leadership Caucus, N. Carnell Robinson, wants Rep. Mickey Michaux to have the post. Robinson said Michaux, founding chairman of the caucus, “is on point on the issues affecting poor folks and black folks in North Carolina." Michaux, D-Durham, does not deny the possibility that he will seek the position next year, but said that he will not run against Black. 


Washington NEWS

Bill to Ban Carbon Monoxide Meat Packaging. Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) Friday evening introduced a bill in the U.S. Congress that would ban the use of carbon monoxide in meat packaging. Noting that Canada, the European Union, and Japan have all outlawed the use of CO in packaging, DeLaura said that while the gas itself is safe, she feels that it might result in consumers purchasing spoiled meat.  The meat industry has pointed out that while rancid meat may still appear fresh in CO packaging, the sell-by date and the odor of the meat are more than enough protection for the consumer. 
Grassley Says Farm Bill Focus Shifts.  The recent collapse of world trade talks will shift U.S. lawmakers’ focus toward a more budget-driven farm bill next year.  In a call with reporters, Grassley, chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, said farm programs under a new bill would still be generous, even if the U.S. is facing budgetary pressures. 

Broken-Down Trade Talks May Delay New Farm Bill.  The prospect of overhauling U.S. farm programs next year dimmed with the collapse of global trade talks in Geneva.  Farm programs in the U.S. are due for renewal next year, and as negotiations dragged on at the World Trade Organization in Geneva, the idea of simply keeping current programs in place gained ground.  With other countries refusing to significantly lower trade barriers or cut supports to their farmers, U.S. lawmakers have been reluctant to make any changes that would put agricultural producers here at a competitive disadvantage.  More than two dozen lawmakers have proposed a one-year delay in changing farm programs.  The suspension in talks makes it tough for the Bush administration to talk lawmakers out of simply extending farm programs.  The 2002 law boosted crop and dairy supports by 67 percent, and is due to expire in September 2007.  Federal farm subsidies average about $20 billion a year.  
Chambliss Says Farmers Are Wary of Land Stewardship Payments. Most U.S. farmers would prefer to have the federal government preserve traditional crop subsidies than to expand environmentally friendly land stewardship programs, Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Saxby Chambliss said Wednesday.  Based on hearings in four states to gather farm bill ideas, Chambliss said, “folks don’t like that” idea of shifting money from crop supports to land stewardship programs.  “They like the commodity programs as they are,” Chambliss said.

Offshore Drilling. The U.S. Senate has agreed to open up Florida waters and areas of the Gulf Coast to oil and natural gas exploration, but left the Outer Banks off-limits for this year. The U.S. House passed its own drilling proposal earlier this year that would open the entire U.S. coastline -- including areas more than 100 miles off the coast of the Outer Banks -- to drilling. Both bills will now go to a conference committee for negotiations, but Democrats in the Senate have said they will oppose any conference bill that does not resemble the one they passed Tuesday. 
Environmental NEWS

More Than 60 Percent of U.S. in Drought. More than 60 percent of the U.S. now has abnormally dry or drought conditions, stretching from Georgia to Arizona and across the North through the Dakotas, Minnesota, Montana and Wisconsin. This year’s drought is continuing one that started in the late 1990s. The 1999 to 2006 drought ranks only behind the 1930s and the 1950s.  It’s the third-worst drought in record. 

USDA NEWS        
Boost of Cattle Imports from Canada on Hold. The Bush administration halted plans to increase imports of beef and cattle from Canada amid new evidence that Canada’s safeguards against BSE are not working.  Canada has found seven cows infected with BSE, four of them this year.  Some were born after Canada took safety precautions that should have prevented the animals from being infected.   The Bush administration has been prepared to expand beef trade with Canada, but USDA said Friday the plan is on hold while Canada investigates a recently discovered case of BSE. 
Commodity NEWS        
Smithfield Continues Acquisitions.  Omaha, Neb.-based ConAgra Foods has agreed to sell several of its meat brands to Smithfield Foods of Smithfield, Va., for $475 million in cash and $100 million in Smithfield stock. The sale includes the Butterball, Eckrich, Armour, LunchMakers, Margherita and Longmont brands, plus associated plants, equipment and inventory. The brands had 2005 sales of about $1.8 billion. 

Tyson's Losses Widen in Third Quarter.  Tyson Foods Inc., Springdale, Ark., reported declines in sales and wider-than-expected losses in the third quarter, as plummeting prices for chicken, a difficult beef market, an ongoing protein glut and a strong Canadian dollar combined to pump up losses across the board.  Sales in the quarter declined 4.9 percent to $6.38 billion from $6.71 billion a year ago, and the company reported an operating loss of $25 million, compared to a profit of $256 million in the third quarter of 2005.
Alternative Fuels. The Triangle's first ethanol-blended fuel station opened up last week, giving area residents a chance to use the more environmentally friendly fuels. Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler was one of the first to fill up on the new station's corn-based fuel.  Cruizers convenience store, located along N.C. 55 at Sedwick Road in Durham, offers both B20 and E85 alternative fuels. E85 is a mix of 85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline, while B20 is 80 percent diesel and 20 percent bio-diesel. 

Profits Dip.  Kansas City Mo.-based pork processor Premium Standard Farms reported sales of $206.2 million in the first quarter of fiscal 2007, ended June 24, a significant drop from $245.3 million a year ago.  Net profits were halved, dropping to $7.6 million from $15.4 million a year ago.  The company attributed the declines to a 9.6 percent drop in live hog prices and a 4.6 percent decrease in pork prices, as well as lower volume in both the production and processing ends of its business. 
People in the NEWS

Deaths. Herman Aubrey Moore Jr., a former Senate leader, died Monday at the age of 76.  Moore was first elected to the N.C. Senate in 1964.

Deaths. Ed O'Herron Jr., a former House member and gubernatorial candidate, has died at age 90. He was elected to the North Carolina House in the 1950s, where he served three terms. He returned to politics in 1976, but lost the Democratic primary for governor to four-term Gov. Jim Hunt.
NCDA News

Aflatoxin Drop-Off Sites. Farmers can have their corn tested for aflatoxin by the NCDA&CS. Testing is free to farmers and will be conducted at the Constable Laboratory, 4000 Reedy Creek Road in Raleigh. Farmers who are unable to deliver the required 5- to 10-pound sample of shelled corn to the lab may take samples to one of six research stations across the state.  For drop-off locations or additional information about the aflatoxin testing program, contact Ken Jones or Michelle Willett at the NCDA&CS Food and Drug Protection Division, (919) 733-7366. Forms and bags needed for submitting samples will be available at collection sites. 
Mark Your Calendar

37th Annual Meeting. The NC Agribusiness Council Annual Meeting will take place on Monday, August 14, 2006 at the North Raleigh Hilton in Raleigh, NC, from 4:30 to 9:00 pm. The meeting this year will include a NC Supreme Court Candidates Forum as well as the announcement of the 2006 Agribusiness of the Year Award. For information about reserving a table for your organization or to purchase individual tickets at $75 per person, please contact the Council at 919-782-4063. Seats are limited and reservations are required.

The Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a public hearing on a proposed moratorium on the harvest of river herring, Wednesday, Aug. 9th at 6 p.m., Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources' Regional Office, 127 Cardinal Drive Ext., Wilmington. Contact: Nancy Fish, 252-726-7021.

The election of pork producer delegate candidates for the 2007 National Pork Producers (Pork Act) Delegate Body will take place at 1 p.m., Tuesday, August 15, 2006, in conjunction with a Board of Directors meeting of the NC Pork Council. NC pork producers are invited to attend.  Any producer who is a resident of the state and has paid all assessments due may be considered as a delegate candidate and/or participate in the election.  All eligible producers are encouraged to bring with them a sales receipt proving that hogs were sold in their name and the checkoff deducted.  For more information, contact the NC Pork Council, 2300 Rexwoods Drive, Suite 340, Raleigh, NC 27607, telephone 919-781-0361. 

The Robeson County Cooperative Extension Service will be teaching Pork Quality Assurance Certification and Trucker Quality Assurance  Certification on Monday August 28, 2006 from 1- 5 pm. For more information or to register, call Tiffanee Conrad-Acuña at 910-671-3276.
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