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September 10, 2007
NC Legislative NEWS

Override Session: Legislators will reconvene next week to consider overturning Gov. Mike Easley's veto of economic incentives for an aging Fayetteville tire plant. Last week, Easley vetoed a bill aimed at benefiting Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. The bill was approved in the House and Senate by wide margins, and support appears to remain strong after the veto. Easley has called lawmakers back to Raleigh Monday for a session at 2 p.m., his office said Thursday. If three-fifths of House and Senate members present agree to reject the veto, it would be a first in state history. House Speaker Joe Hackney was confident Thursday that his chamber has enough votes for an override, spokesman Bill Holmes said. The bill would allow state officials to give up to $4 million annually, for 10 years, to a manufacturing company if it agreed to invest at least $200 million in new equipment over five years. 

Interbasin Transfers: Gov. Mike Easley signed into law on Friday new rules governing how communities can draw water from neighboring river basins. The new rules require earlier and broader public notice for such requests, allow for a mediator to try to resolve differences, and give the public a chance to respond to interbasin transfer proposals. A city has to prove, for example, that it really needs more water, has no alternative and won't misuse what it's given. 
Drought NEWS

Water Conservation Plans:  Gov. Mike Easley is asking local officials who have not already implemented water conservation measures in their cities and counties to do so immediately as the drought continues to worsen across North Carolina.  He is sending a letter to mayors and county commissioners in counties that operate public water systems.  Ninety-three of the state’s 100 counties are now experiencing exceptional, extreme or severe drought. The drought map released Thursday by the federal Drought Monitor shows extreme drought has spread to 66 counties from the Piedmont to the Coastal Plain and severe drought covers 20 counties all the way to the Outer Banks.  Seven counties in northeastern North Carolina are listed as experiencing moderate drought, the least serious of the four-category federal drought system. A low pressure weather system in the Atlantic Ocean could bring some rain to the eastern part of the state, but would likely not result in enough to alleviate the drought.  Agricultural and meteorological authorities says the state needs more than 15 inches of rain in the next couple of months to make up for significantly low river and stream flows, groundwater supplies and reservoir levels that have been depleted during the drought.
Alternative Feed: State Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler informed farmers about alternate cattle feed on Wednesday. Speaking to about 100 farmers gathered at the state's Upper Mountain Research Station, Troxler said estimates show a shortage of about 800,000 rolls of hay in the state and that farmers should consider using alternative feed this year. The N.C. Department of Agriculture and the N.C. Farm Bureau delivered a load of 34 baled rolls of corn stover. Each 1,200-pound roll was awarded by a drawing, with tickets given out to the farmers. Troxler told the farmers that the shipment was the first of what he hopes will be daily deliveries from the eastern part of the state where corn stover is plentiful. Matt Miller, the agricultural extension agent for Wilkes County, told the farmers about other common alternative feeds, such as soybean hulls and corn gluten, a byproduct of corn-syrup production. One of the best alternatives is poultry bedding that is available when farmers clean out their chicken houses, Miller said. "It may sound unsavory to you, a lot of people turn up their noses, but it’s been researched for 60 years," he told the farmers. "It’s the best feed buy around." 
Campaign NEWS
Foxx Challenger: A teacher at North Wilkes High School has announced that he is running for the 5th Congressional District seat now held by Republican Virginia Foxx. Roy Carter, 63, is a Democrat from Ashe County. He has been a teacher for 40 years. 

Hagan Weighs Run For Senate Against Dole:  State Sen. Kay Hagan said Tuesday she is "looking into" a run for the U.S. Senate seat now held by Republican Elizabeth Dole. 
McIntyre Challenger: Will Breazeale, an Army Reservist who served three combat tours in Iraq, has announced plans to challenge U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre in next year's election. Breazeale, of White Lake, said he plans to make Democrats' handling of the war in Iraq a central theme while challenging McIntyre, a Democrat who has represented the 7th District since 1996.

Not Running: Sen. Tom Apodaca said Tuesday that he will not challenge freshman Democratic U.S. Rep. Heath Shuler in 2008 for the 11th Congressional District seat.  "As of now, I'm in a position to do more for Western North Carolina in Raleigh than I would be in Washington," he said. Supporters also have encouraged Apodaca, now in his third senate term, to consider running for lieutenant governor, but he indicated in his statement that remaining in the Senate would best serve his district. 

Wright Campaign Suspended by Elections Board:  The N.C. State Board of Elections suspended the campaign of state Rep. Thomas Wright on Tuesday because he has failed to file a financial disclosure report due since July 27. 
Washington NEWS

Patent Law:  Last week, the House approved the first major rewrite of the nation's patent laws since 1999 by approving a bill cosponsored by U.S. Rep. Howard Coble (R-NC) who was an author of the previous legislation as well.  Congressman Coble, the Ranking Republican on the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual Property told his colleagues today that the Patent Reform Act of 2007 ( H.R. 1908) will strengthen the U.S. patent system.  The bill passed the House by a vote of 220-175. Now the full Senate must vote on its version of the patent reform.
Ag Business Tax Credit:  Sens. Pat Roberts (R-KS), Ben Nelson (D-NE) and Johnny Isakson (R-GA) have introduced bipartisan legislation that would create a new security tax credit for agricultural retailers, distributors, manufacturers, aerial applicators and formulators of agricultural pesticides and fertilizers.  The Agricultural Business Security Tax Credit Act of 2007 (S. 551) would help the industry offset significant security costs at their facilities by providing a modest general business tax credit.   The ag retail and distribution industry hopes to build a strong base of support in Congress for the establishment of a security tax credit to help pay for new Department of Homeland Security (DHS) chemical site security regulations and other federal security requirements that have been imposed on the private sector since 9-11.
Immigration NEWS

Judge Halts Illegal Immigrant Notices:  The Social Security Administration cannot start sending out letters to employers next week containing notification of more serious penalties for knowingly hiring illegal immigrants, a federal judge ruled Friday.  Ruling on a lawsuit by the nation's largest federation of labor unions against the U.S. government, U.S. District Judge Maxine Chesney granted a temporary restraining order prohibiting the so-called "no-match" letters from going out as planned starting Tuesday. The AFL-CIO lawsuit, filed this week, claims that new Department of Homeland Security rules outlined in accompanying letters threaten to violate workers' rights and unfairly burden employers. Chesney said the court needs "breathing room" before making any decision on the legality of new penalties aimed at cracking down on the hiring of illegal immigrants. She set the next hearing on the matter for Oct. 1. Laura Keehner, a Department of Homeland Security spokeswoman, said the agency was disappointed but expects to prevail once the court hears its full arguments.  "We'll continue to uphold the law," Keehner said late Friday. "We'll continue our enforcement efforts, and we'll continue to discourage employers who flagrantly disregard immigration laws. There are consequences for those actions." 
Environmental NEWS

Water Rules Impact Pesticide Use:  The NC Environmental Management Commission is considering a water quality rule for Goose Creek on Wednesday, Sept 12 (In Water Quality Committee - click on the following link http://h2o.enr.state.nc.us/admin/emc/2007/SEPT2007WQCAGENDA.htm) and on Thursday, Sept 13 (full EMC - click on the following link http://h2o.enr.state.nc.us/admin/emc/2007/September07Agenda.htm) that includes language that prohibits pesticide use within a certain distance from the Goose Creek.  If this rule is adopted, it would establish a precedent of having the EMC regulate pesticide use.  In NC, the law says the NC Pesticide Board shall regulate pesticide use in NC and the NC Dept. of Ag & Consumer Services shall enforce pesticide laws and rules.  The Dept of Environment & Natural Resources, the General Counsel for the EMC, NC Dept of Ag, and the Counsel for the NC Pesticide Board have met to discuss this issue, but the proposed rule language has not changed.  

Improved EPA Site:  On August 28, EPA's Office of Pesticide Programs will launch its updated and improved Web site containing information about how it protects endangered species from pesticides. The Web site can be found at http://www.epa.gov/espp/.
Future of Water:  Please find "The Future of Water in North Carolina: Strategies for Sustaining Clean and Abundant Water - Conference Report" online at:
http://www.nicholas.duke.edu/institute/waterreport.pdf.
Business NEWS        
Biofuels Center: The Biofuels Center of North Carolina got up and running this week, fueled in part by a $5 million grant from the General Assembly. The center is expected to execute a state-mandated plan that calls for 10 percent of liquid fuel sold in North Carolina to come from biofuels grown and produced in the state by 2017. The nonprofit biofuels group is setting up headquarters at the N.C. Biofuels Campus in Oxford, a former tobacco research facility for the Department of Agriculture. Center officials will hire an executive director and administrative staff and establish programs to pay for research on crops and production capacity. Worker training programs, public awareness campaigns and fundraising are also planned. W. Steven Burke, chairman of the center's board, said meeting the 10 percent goal will benefit rural communities and help sustain the state's agricultural economy. 
People in the NEWS

Decker Starts Prison Term:  Former Rep. Michael Decker, 62, surrendered at a federal prison in Bennettsville, S.C., said Federal Bureau of Prisons spokesman Mike Truman. 
Mark Your Calendar

AgForum with Shuler – NC Agribusiness Council members are invited to attend an Agribusiness Forum with Congressman Heath Shuler on September 14  at 11:30 am at Lioncrest on Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC.  RSVP is required – seats are limited. Contact the Council at 919-782-4063 for ticket information.

AgForum with Hayes – NC Agribusiness Council members are invited to attend an Agribusiness Forum with Congressman Robin Hayes on September 24  at 11:00 am at Cypress Bend Vineyard in Wagram, NC.  RSVP is required – seats are limited. Contact the Council at 919-782-4063 for ticket information.

The board meeting for the Standard Commercial Fishing License Eligibility Pool will be held on Monday, Sept. 10 at 10 a.m., Shellfish Sanitation Conference Room, Morehead City. Contact: Cristy Giddens, 800-682-2632.
Forestry & Environmental Outreach Program (FEOP) and Extension Forestry will be presenting the Forestry Issues Forums on Wednesday, Sept. 12 from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. This teleconference series is designed to inform landowners and natural resources professionals. Each teleconference program will be accredited with SAF Continuing Forestry Education contact hours. Advanced registration and $35 fee are required. Registration fee at the door will be $45. To register go to http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/nreos/forest/feop/forum/forumlist.htm
2007 Muscadine Field Day will be held on September 12 at the Horticultural Crops Research Station, Castle Hayne, N.C.  The field day will focus on fresh market mus​cadine production. It begins with a tour of the muscadine propagation operation at Tinga Nursery and continues at 10 a.m. with reg​istration and tours at N.C. State University’s Horticultural Crops Research Station.  For more information on muscadine grapes, contact Connie Fisk, N.C. Cooperative Extension, at connie_fisk@ncsu.edu or 910.271.3125.

A public hearing by the state Division of Air Quality on Duke Energy's plan to build a new boiler at its coal-fired Cliffside facilities will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 18 at 6 p.m., Chase High School, 1603 Chase High School Rd., Forest City.

The N.C. Division of Water Quality will host a public hearing on Tuesday, Sept. 18 at 7 p.m. to gather comments on proposed changes to stormwater rules that protect coastal waters, Beaufort Community College, Building #8 Auditorium, 5337, Highway 264 East, Washington. 

2007 Biofuels Field Day is set for Sept. 27, 2007.  This free event is open to the public and will include sweet sorghum, industrial sweet potatoes and switchgrass as biomass sources, biodiesel production. Registration is at 1:00 p.m. and the program will run from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. at Williamsdale Farm 7624 NC 41 S.  Duplin County, N.C.  
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