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September 12, 2011

Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions requiring straight answers.  Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent letters or e-mails to elected officials asking about our nation’s energy policy.  Start now by clicking https://www.ourenergy.coop/ to ask your elected officials three clear questions to get Congress headed in the right direction.  Brought to you by North Carolina’s electric co-operatives.

Weather & Drought NEWS

Hurricane Assistance for Farmers: Gov. Bev Perdue announced that she has secured disaster assistance for farmers in 42 N.C. counties. The USDA is providing FSA emergency loan assistance to farmers who suffered losses during Hurricane Irene. The counties are:  Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Columbus, Craven, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Granville, Greene, Halifax, Harnett, Hertford, Hyde, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, Martin, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, Pitt, Roberson, Sampson, Tyrrell, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Wayne, and Wilson. Gov. Perdue has also requested an expedited disaster declaration by Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, who toured crop damage with Perdue last week. Such a declaration would allow for additional assistance for uninsured crops and restoration of damaged farmland. FSA offices in the affected counties are taking applications for physical and production losses through May 1, 2012. 
Immigration NEWS
Worker Shortage for WNC Apple Growers: The state’s largest apple-producing county is having a difficult time finding workers. Henderson County has about 150 growers and brings in $20 to $25 million in revenue on average.  But it also serves as a federal holding location for undocumented workers who are arrested.  The “Secure Communities” program allows ICE to check fingerprints of anyone arrested in the mountain counties. As a result, workers are afraid to work in the county.  One grower said that he tried hiring local, non-immigrant workers, but they would only work three hours. 

Environmental NEWS
Smog Rule Shelved: The Obama Administration sent a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson saying the White House would not support finalizing a regulation to tighten smog standards.  Environmentalists were pushing the White House to move forward with the regulations.  Industry groups had lobbied against the new standards. Obama said that increasing regulatory burdens would slow down the economic recovery.
Fuel & Energy NEWS
Hog Waste Producing Electricity in Yadkinville: A pilot waste-to-energy system constructed by Duke University and Duke Energy this week garnered the endorsement of Google Inc., which invests in high-quality carbon offsets from across the nation to fulfill its own carbon neutrality goals.  The $1.2 million prototype system was built at Loyd Ray Farms, a 9,000-head hog finishing operation northwest of Yadkinville, N.C. It is intended to serve as a model for other hog farms seeking to manage waste, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and develop on-farm renewable power. Though this is an established farm, the system meets N.C.'s environmental standards for new and expanded hog farms. Duke Energy and the university will share operational and maintenance costs for the first 10 years of operation. Google will assume a share of the university's portion of the costs in return for a portion of the carbon offsets for a 5-year term. 
Campaign NEWS

Price Plans to Run: U.S. Rep. David Price (4th District) said he will run for reelection even if the redistricting maps stay the same.  Price said his first order of business is to challenge the maps that put Democratic Congressman Brad Miller in his district. The 4th District includes most of southwestern Wake County.  However, the new maps move Apex, Holly Springs, and Fuquay-Varina out of Price’s district and split Morrisville and Cary with the 2nd District. The new 4th District would also include Burlington and Fayetteville. Miller has not announced whether he intends to run against Price. Paperwork on the proposed new legislative boundaries was filed last week with the U.S. Dept. of Justice and a Washington federal court.  Both must agree that the boundaries are in accordance with federal law or the maps will have to be redrawn.
University NEWS

Nickels for Know-How Check-off Vote Set for November 16: A self-assessed, state-wide check-off that supports agricultural research, extension, and teaching programs in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) at NC State University will be held Wednesday, November 16, 2011 (subject to approval by the Board of Agriculture.) Users of feed and fertilizer in N.C. will vote on whether to continue the voluntary 15 cents per ton self-assessment on fertilizer and animal feed produced in our state. In addition, Nickels for Know-How provides support for fund raising efforts in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences that generate over $20 million annually in private contributions.  Click here for more info.
People NEWS

Butterball Names New CEO: Butterball, based in Garner, N.C., announced the appointment of Rod Brenneman as the company’s new chief executive officer. Brenneman had been filling the role as interim CEO. Prior to joining Butterball, Brenneman had been at Seaboard Corporation since 1989 – serving in various financial management capacities throughout his tenure, and most recently, as president and chief executive officer of Seaboard Foods. 
Business NEWS
Hurricane Loss Tax Help: The recent heavy weather from hurricane Irene has caused damage to farms, rural businesses, and private homes that may qualify as a casualty loss due to the unexpected damage, says Guido van der Hoeven, a N.C. Cooperative Extension specialist at NCSU. The Internal Revenue Code has provisions that allow persons affected by such sudden events to apply beneficial tax rules to their circumstances if they meet the qualifications of these rules. Van der Hoeven recommends that individuals go to RuralTax.org and look at the fact sheets on involuntary conversion and weather related sales of livestock. Van der Hoeven also encourages individuals to contact their income tax professional to determine how these rules may apply to their specific circumstances.
ConAgra Delivers on Promise to Help Garner: ConAgra Foods has given Garner $2.5 million for a new community center.  ConAgra agreed to help the community with the transition after the company left Garner in May.  A 2009 natural gas explosion killed three workers and a contractor caused the company to cut production and eventually shut down.  ConAgra also donated its plant along with 108 acres and $500,000 to the Garner Economic Development Corp. to help attract new business to the site.
Commodity NEWS
Striped Bass Trawler Fishing OK: The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission decided to allow trawler fishing for striped bass and made no significant changes for the coming season.  However, the group did lay the groundwork for possible rule changes in the next couple of years.
Hagan Adds Textile Seat to Advisory Committee: U.S. Senator Kay R. Hagan (NC), co-chair of the Senate Textile Caucus, included a key provision for the textile industry in the U.S. Export-Import (Ex-Im) Bank Reauthorization of 2011. Hagan’s language adds a textile seat to the Ex-Im Bank Advisory Committee and requires closer scrutiny of financing to the industry. The language ensures that the textile industry has full representation at Ex-Im, which is tasked with increasing the export of U.S. goods and services to international markets. The reauthorization bill passed last week out of the Senate Banking Committee and now heads to the floor for approval by the full Senate.

N.C. Poised to Become Largest Producer of New Crop: Farmers in N.C. will be growing another profitable crop this fall through a partnership with Perdue AgriBusiness and Winston-Salem-based Technology Crops International (TCI).  Known as HEAR (high erucic acid rapeseed), the crop looks identical to canola, but the oil it produces has a different composition and multiple end-use applications, especially industrial uses. Demand for HEAR oil is strong and sustainable, and if farmers in N.C. seize the opportunity, N.C. could soon become the nation's largest producer of the lucrative crop. Unlike wheat, HEAR is grown under contract, so farmers have the assurance that all the HEAR they grow will be purchased.  TCI supplies the seed, agronomic assistance and purchases the end crop from growers. Perdue provides storage and processing. Farmers interested in growing HEAR should contact TCI at (877) 780-5882 or Perdue AgriBusiness at goagpartners@perdue.com.

CDC Report on Foodborne Illnesses: The Centers for Disease Control just released its report on foodborne illnesses for 2008.  The report states that foodborne agents cause an estimated 48 million illnesses annually in the United States, including 9.4 million illnesses from known pathogens. During 2008, the most recent year for which data are finalized, 1,034 foodborne disease outbreaks were reported. Among the 479 outbreaks with a laboratory-confirmed single etiologic agent reported, norovirus was the most common, accounting for 49% of outbreaks and 46% of illnesses. Salmonella was the second most common, accounting for 23% of outbreaks and 31% of illnesses. The top commodities to which outbreaks were attributed were poultry (15%), beef (14%), and finfish (14%), whereas the top commodities to which outbreak-related illnesses were attributed were fruits and nuts (24%), vine-stalk vegetables (23%), and beef (13%). To read the full report, click here.

USMEF Publishes Export Guidelines for Mexico: A comprehensive set of guidelines for managing and expediting the export of red meat products to Mexico has been developed by the U.S. Meat Export Federation (USMEF).  The 74-page booklet covers everything from paperwork done at the processing plant to documentation, SENASICA inspection, customs verification and answers to commonly asked questions.  Click here for the guidelines.
NCDA NEWS

Farmers Should Have Corn Tested for Aflatoxin: Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler is encouraging farmers to have their corn tested for aflatoxin to prevent contamination of feeds and food. “The hot summer and the heavy rains from Hurricane Irene have increased the potential for aflatoxin in corn,” Troxler said. Some farmers may need to have corn samples tested for crop insurance or quality assurance purposes. These samples must be submitted to a grain marketing location certified by the USDA. The tests cost $22.20 per sample. For more info, click here.
USDA NEWS

Final Rule on Equine Slaughter: USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service published a final rule on the commercial transportation of equines to slaughter. The rule amends the regulations regarding the commercial transportation of equines to slaughter to add a definition of equine for slaughter and make other changes that will extend the protections afforded by the regulations to equines bound for slaughter but delivered first to an assembly point, feedlot, or stockyard. The new rule is effective Oct. 7, 2011 and can be found here.
Applicants for Ag Advisory Committees Sought: Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack and U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk announced the appointment of 148 private-sector members to the Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee (APAC) and six Agricultural Technical Advisory Committees (ATACs).  The six ATACs are: Animals and Animal Products, Fruits and Vegetables, Grains, Feed, Oilseeds and Planting Seeds, Processed Foods, Sweeteners and Sweetener Products, and Tobacco, Cotton and Peanuts. This initial group of committee members will serve until June 9, 2015. They will be supplemented by additional appointments over the next four years. Applications are encouraged at any time and will be reviewed periodically for additional appointments going forward. Click here for more info.
Guarantee Loan Origination Fee Increase: Effective October 1, 2011, the one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaranteed Farm Ownership and Operating loans will increase from 1 percent to 1.5 percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan (loan amount x percent guaranteed x .015). This represents the first loan origination fee increase since the program's inception. The fee increase, necessitated by budget constraints, will help FSA maintain the amount of guaranteed credit available. Please note that loans obligated prior to October 1, 2011, will be charged the current 1 percent fee, regardless of when the loan is closed. Consistent with current policy, the loan origination fee will not be charged on guaranteed loans issued to farmers or ranchers participating in FSA’s Downpayment Program, a qualified State Beginning Farmer Program, refinancing FSA direct loans, or participating in the Guaranteed Operating Loan - Interest Assistance Program.  
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
U.S. House Committee on Agriculture will meet Sept. 14 in Washington, D.C.  Click here for more info.
Solar Exchange East conference will be held Sept. 21 in Raleigh.  Click here for more info.
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