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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.
Washington NEWS
GOP Senator Asks Obama to Drop Labor Dept. Pick:  The ranking Republican on the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee has asked President Obama to withdraw his nominee for Department of Labor solicitor, New York State Labor Commissioner M. Patricia Smith, saying she gave inconsistent testimony to the panel about a program she helped launch in New York this year.  In a letter sent Monday to Obama, Sen. Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.) said Smith's testimony before the Senate panel in May contradicted documents obtained by committee staffers about New York's Wage Watch program. The project, started in January and modeled after the Neighborhood Watch program, is an effort to root out companies that do not pay proper wages.  Enzi and his staffers suggest that the program unfairly targets small businesses and was developed without input from small-business representatives. Most notably, Enzi said Smith made "at least four significant statements" that contradicted documents describing the program's development. 
Campaign NEWS

Goodwin Won’t Seek Another Term :  Rep. Melanie Goodwin has decided against seeking a fourth term in the Legislature. The Richmond County Democrat announced her decision recently on the blog of her husband, state Insurance Commissioner Wayne Goodwin. 
Marshall to Enter U.S. Senate Race:  Democratic Secretary of State Elaine F. Marshall plans to try again to become a U.S. senator. Thomas Mills, a spokesman for Marshall, said Wednesday that papers for her candidacy in the 2010 election have been sent to the Federal Elections Commission.  The seat is now held by Republican U.S. Sen. Richard Burr. Marshall, of Lillington
Business NEWS
Biotech Center Expansion:  The N.C. Biotechnology Center is funding the construction of a $10.4 million building at its Research Triangle Park headquarters with a mix of tax dollars and private money.  The additional space is needed because the center's existing 47,000-square-foot building was built in 1992 to accommodate 50 workers but houses about 70 today, Tolson said. In addition, said Tolson, "we are being asked by the General Assembly and our board to expand our operations as much as we can to accommodate the growth of biotechnology and life sciences in North Carolina."  About 70 percent of the money will come from private sources, said Norris Tolson, CEO of the state-supported organization. About $6 million already has been raised from companies and foundations to build a 20,000-square-foot circular building behind the organization's headquarters off T.W. Alexander Drive. 
Ham Produce Purchases Former Collins & Aikman Facility:  Ham Produce, a family-owned grower, packer and shipper of sweet potatoes and other vegetables, has purchased the 600,000-square-foot building that formally housed Collins & Aikman.  The company belongs to Yamco, a cooperative of several companies that controls 69 percent of the sweet potato market in North Carolina. Ham Produce bought the large building, which includes office space, warehouse space and what was formally used as manufacturing space by Collins & Aikman, in May. Plans for the building still are uncertain.
USDA NEWS

Vilsack Seeks to Set Record Straight With Media on H1N1:  Secretary of Ag Tom Vilsack called a news conference Thursday to remind the media the continued misuse of the terms "swine flu" to characterize the H1N1 virus is not only inaccurate, but is kicking an industry that is already down.  He also told reporters USDA has developed a seed virus and given it to five veterinary manufacturers to speed creation of a vaccine for swine in case H1N1 is passed from humans to the hog population, which has not yet occurred in the United States. 

Nominations to the Advisory Committee for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers:  Nominations for individuals to serve on the Advisory Committee for Beginning Farmers and Ranchers are being accepted through October 5, 2009.  Form AD-755, "Advisory Committee Membership Background Information," must be completed for those interested in serving on the Committee.. The form is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/ad755.pdf.
University NEWS

Chancellor Reception:  A series of NCSU Chancellor receptions will be held across NC. The receptions are open to the public.  Interim Chancellor Jim Woodward will host, responding to questions about recent events at NC State, the transition to new leadership, and the future of NCSU.  The dates/locations are as follows: Tuesday, September 22, 2009, at 6:30 p.m., The Matthews House, 317 W. Chatham Street, Cary. RSVP by September 17 at www.alumni.ncsu.edu/events/event.php?id=1836; Thursday, October 1, 2009, at 6:30 p.m., Ryan’s Restaurant, 719 Coliseum Drive, Winston-Salem. RSVP by September 28 at www.alumni.ncsu.edu/events/event.php?id=1838; Tuesday, October 6, 2009, at 6:30 p.m., Dorothy and Roy Park Alumni Center, 2450 Alumni Drive, Raleigh. RSVP by October 1 at www.alumni.ncsu.edu/events/event.php?id=1837; Tuesday, October 20, 2009, at 6:30 p.m., Emerald Event Center, Magnolia Room, 2000 E. Wendover Avenue, Greensboro. RSVP by October 14 at www.alumni.ncsu.edu/events/event.php?id=1839; Monday, November 2, 2009, at 12 p.m., Morehead Inn, 1122 East Morehead Street, Charlotte. RSVP by October 27th (space is limited to first 64 registrants) at www.alumni.ncsu.edu/events/event.php?id=1849.
Commodity NEWS
Soybean Rust Found in South Carolina, Tennessee:  Asian soybean rust has made its way into the Carolinas about on schedule — too late to do much damage. South Carolina rust watcher John Mueller says, “rust was detected last week in a sentinel plot in Berkeley County, S.C.” This portion of Berkeley County has been one of the wetter areas in South Carolina for the last month, according to Mueller. “When I read the latest weather forecast, it appears that most of the state will be dry over the next week. This will not favor the buildup of rust or other diseases unless fields are being irrigated. Therefore, you probably do not need to consider spraying a fungicide unless you are committed to spray for insects,” Mueller says. Asian soybean rust was also confirmed on Sept. 4 in west Tennessee. In North Carolina, veteran Soybean Specialist Jim Dunphy concurs with Mueller’s suggestions. “We do not consider this find to pose any imminent threat to our North Carolina soybeans yet, but since it got so much closer in such a short period of time, it should serve as a wake-up call for North Carolina farmers to continue to check our soybeans that have not yet gotten full sized beans in the top of the plants, and to continue to monitor reliable reports of where else rust has been found.”

Cattle Vote to Take Place October 6:  The Board of Directors of the N.C. Cattlemen's Association has requested and been given permission from the N.C. Board of Agriculture to conduct a referendum to assess all cattle sold and marketed in the state one dollar per head for a period of three years. The referendum vote will be held Oct. 6.  Extension offices in each county will serve as the polling places.

Hailstorm Deals Blow to Apple Harvest:  A fierce hailstorm ripped through the heart of the apple country Wednesday,virtually wiping out orchards loaded with mature apples. In Edneyville and Fruitland, the ground turned white Wednesday afternoon as the storm moved over the area dropping golf ball-sized hail.    "A lot of the varieties just reached the point where they were ready to pick," Blue Ridge Apple Growers Association President Adam Pryor said. Apples that don't have holes punched in them are either bruised or knocked off trees. Once damaged, the fruit begins to rot and must be picked within days. Pryor estimated he lost 50 truckloads of apples and said there is no way all the apples can be harvested before they become worthless. Damage was devastating in orchards in the path of the storm, but it was impossible to say Wednesday night exactly how widespread the damage was across the apple region.

TIME Magazine Doesn’t Tell the Whole Story:  TIME magazine posted an article “Getting Real About the High Price of Cheap Food” by reporter Bryan Walsh to its web site Friday. Even though the issues management and media relations teams of the Beef Checkoff Program arranged five interviews for Walsh with industry experts and provided Walsh with fact sheets and research, the article repeats a wide range of “factory farming” claims, including the common myths about modern beef production’s over-reliance on corn and antibiotics, the distorting effect of farm subsidies and poor farm animal living conditions. It’s the cover story for the Aug. 31 print edition.  The cover artwork is a package of ground beef that carries the warning: “CAUTION. This hamburger may be hazardous to your health.”  To counter this attempt to spread misinformation about the beef industry, cattle producers should urge the public to find information refuting these types of claims at ExploreBeef.org.

Grub Threatens Sweet Potato Crop: A small white grub is threatening production in some areas of the state. The damage first occurred in 2006 at Wayne Bailey Produce Company, which is owned and operated by the Wooten family, and has gotten progressively worse. In some fields last year over 80 percent of the sweet potatoes were damaged by these voracious insects. Of the damaged potatoes, Wooten says more than 30 percent were not marketable. The 2009 crop doesn’t look much better, he says. NCSU Extension Entomologist Mark Abney says the scientific name for this pest is Plectris aliena. It is so rare and so little is known about it that it has no common name — right now it is simply referred to as the Plectris grub.  Abney says, “If it moves into this area before we can develop management strategies for it, Plectris aliena could be catastrophic to North Carolina sweet potato production.”  No chemical control has been found to slow down the voracious feeding habits of these grubs. So far the best management tool has been to simply abandon fields with high infestations and move sweet potato production to new areas.
People NEWS

Former Sen. Walker Dies:  Former Sen. Russell Walker has died at age 91. Russell Walker Jr. said his father died Wednesday at Randolph Hospital in Asheboro. He said his father had been in declining health and suffered from dementia.  Walker was a Democrat who served in the Senate from 1975 to 1994 and also was state Democratic Party chairman from 1979 to 1983.
Mark Your Calendar

A free public forum to address what new federal climate and energy legislation could mean for North Carolina farmers and foresters takes place Wednesday, Sept. 30, at the Sampson County Agri-Exposition Center in Clinton, N.C.The daylong forum is intended to give producers and landowners a chance to share their concerns and hear the latest analysis about climate and energy policies’ likely economic effects. Registration deadline is Sept. 14.For more information, go to www.nicholas.duke.edu/agmeeting.  To reserve a seat, contact David Cooley at david.cooley@duke.edu or(919) 684-1133.  

The U.S. Poultry & Egg Association's Poultry & Egg Institute will host the 2009 Women's Leadership Conference Oct. 22-23 at the Sandestin Hilton in Destin, Fla. The conference will examine the tools and techniques that enable women to sharpen and apply their leadership and management skills. Topics will include "Leading and Thriving through Change," "A CEO's Perspective of Women in Leadership Roles," "Mentoring Programs in the Workplace" and "Leadership … Inspiring Oneself and Others."   To register for the conference, visit poultryegg.org.
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