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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company. Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com.
Immigration NEWS

Plan Lets “Illegals” in College Classes:  Students who cannot prove they’re legal citizens would be able to take courses at community colleges under a policy the State Board of Community Colleges is poised to adopt later this week. Even though the proposal would require undocumented students to pay out-of-state tuition and restrict what courses they could take, some state leaders still oppose the move, including Gov. Bev Perdue.  “It’s hard for me to understand how the state of North Carolina can educate people when they can’t work legally in the state after they’re educated,” Perdue said Tuesday.
Business NEWS

ConAgra Closes Facility:  ConAgra Foods will lay off about 300 of its 750 employees at its Slim Jim plant in Garner as a result of the June explosion that killed three workers and severely damaged the building. The layoffs will begin in mid-November. ConAgra had been widely praised for its generosity in the face of disaster, but company officials announced a need to emphasize the business's long-term health. 
Hanesbrands Sells Yarn Business:  Hanesbrands Inc. on Thursday said it is selling most of its yarn manufacturing operations to Parkdale, a yarn manufacturer based in North Carolina.  Financial terms of the transaction were not disclosed. The sale should close in the fourth quarter, Hanesbrands said.  Parkdale will operate three of the four production plants in Georgia, Tennessee and Virginia, which have 780 employees combined.  Hanesbrands will close the fourth facility in Sanford, N.C. The facility has about 150 employees.  Hanesbrands also plans to close a cotton warehouse in Advance and Clemmons, both in North Carolina and have 25 employees combined.

Furniture Maker to Open NC Factory:   Mississippi furniture maker plans to open a new plant in Taylorsville and create 128 jobs.  Caye Home Furnishings was lured partly by a $250,000 grant from the state. The company makes living room furniture and other products marketed under the Stratford and Stratolounger brands. Caye has five manufacturing facilities in Mississippi and Florida, and two in China. In August 2008, it opened one in Star, N.C., which now employs 52 workers. The new facility, located about 160 miles west of Raleigh, will assemble furniture for customers in the Northeast.

GSK Says Flu Vaccine Approval is Coming:  GlaxoSmithKline issued assurances today that its swine flu shot will be approved by federal regulators "as soon as possible."  On Tuesday the FDA approved vaccines made by four of the five companies expected to manufacture swine flu vaccines. London-based GSK, which has its U.S. headquarters in Research Triangle Park, is the fifth company whose vaccine wasn't approved.   "It's a timing thing," Claire Brough, a GSK spokeswoman, told Bloomberg News today. "They obviously submitted their information earlier than we had. Our focus remains on the adjuvanted vaccine, which we submitted for approval earlier this month."  GSK's vaccine is the only one that contains adjuvants, which boosts the immune system's response to the vaccine, Brough said.
Brazilian Firm May Eclipse Tyson:  A Brazilian meat conglomerate could leap ahead of American meat producer Tyson Foods Inc. to become the world's largest meat company with two deals announced Wednesday that would expand its interests in beef, dairy and chicken. One of the deals would take struggling Texas chicken producer Pilgrim's Pride Corp. out of bankruptcy court protection, while the other merges Brazilian beef producer JBS SA with Bertin SA, one of Latin America's largest producers and exporters of milk products, beef and leather. JBS cemented its status as an international meat conglomerate with its 2007 purchase of Greeley, Colo.-based Swift & Co. for $225 million. It said the newly minted JBS-Bertin will make it the world's largest meat producer. With annual revenue forecast at $28.7 billion, JBS-Bertin will edge out Springdale, Ark.-based Tyson Foods Inc., which brought it just under $27 billion in its fiscal 2008. Tyson spokesman Gary Mickelson said the deals may change the rankings in the meat business but “won't determine which company is the best.

People NEWS

Appointments:  Gov. Beverly Perdue announced the following appointments.  Howard M. Singletary, Raleigh, to the North Carolina Agricultural Hall of Fame Board of Directors. Singletary is retired. He was former director of the Plant Industry Division at the NCDA&CS.  Ricky Langley, Mebane, to the North Carolina Pesticide Board. Langley is a medical epidemiologist for the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services in Raleigh. He has been reappointed. 
University NEWS

NCSU Receives $200,000 Grant:   NCSU received a $200,000 economic development grant from the USDA.  USDA announced that 28 organizations in 21 states have been selected to receive $4.8 million in grants to spur economic development and create jobs in rural communities. This announcement comes as part of the 'Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food' initiative, a USDA-wide collaboration that will connect people more closely with the farmers who supply their food and increase the production, marketing and consumption of fresh, nutritious food that is grown locally in a sustainable manner.
Campaign NEWS

Jacumin Challenger:  Beth Jones, a Caldwell County veterinarian, has announced plans to seek Sen. Jim Jacumin's seat next year. Jacumin, R-Burke, hasn't said whether he plans to seek reelection. 
Court of Appeals Judge Seeking Reelection :  North Carolina Court of Appeals Judge Rick Elmore is running for reelection. Elmore, who was first elected in 2002, filed campaign organization forms, as well as a notice of intent to qualify for public financing, with the State Board of Elections. 

Rep Jim Gulley Won't Seek an 8th Term in 2010:  State Rep. Jim Gulley won't run for an eighth term in the North Carolina House of Representatives next year.  The 70-year-old Republican from Mecklenburg County said Tuesday it was time for him to spend more time with his grandchildren. Gulley has been serving while being diagnosed with Parkinson's disease. 
Environmental NEWS

NC Dept. of Justice Joins Fight Against OLF:  The N.C. Department of Justice has pledged to be an ally to northeastern North Carolina in its fight against the U.S. Navy's proposed Outlying Landing Field. A letter from the Attorney General's Office to U.S. Rep. Walter Jones, a Farmville Republican, indicates the department is prepared to enforce laws so the state would retain some jurisdiction over lands seized for the landing field in counties that do not already have military bases. That would allow the counties to enforce noise ordinances, for example, on the Navy. 
Concerns May Delay Litter-to-Power Plant:   Proposed electric prices and concerns from environmentalists could delay plans to build three waste-to-energy power plants in North Carolina, including one in Sampson County. Fibrowatt LLC of Pennsylvania wants to build the plants in Sampson, Surry and Montgomery counties.  A 2007 law requires other power companies, rural electric cooperatives and city-owned utilities to get some of their power from renewable sources such as solar and agricultural waste. By 2012, at least 170,000 megawatt hours of power must come from poultry litter. By 2014, poultry litter electricity must reach 900,000 megawatt hours annually. But in August, the state's major power providers asked the N.C. Utilities Commission to delay implementation of the poultry power requirements by a year and to cut the ultimate requirement to 300,000 megawatt hours per year. They said the price offered for poultry power is too high. So far, Fibrowatt is the only company offering to supply poultry waste-generated electricity. But the company wants to charge too much for the power, said Scott Sutton, a spokesman for Progress Energy. Power companies have found unlikely allies in environmentalists. This month, activists with the Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League asked to be a part of the power companies' efforts to slow Fibrowatt because of concerns over incinerator pollution.  
Commodity NEWS

U.S. Pork, Beef Exports Lag:  U.S. pork and beef exports through July are down amid the global economic downturn and lingering effects from the H1N1 flu outbreak, the U.S. Meat Export Federation said.  Pork exports of 1.08 million metric tons valued at $2.53 billion were down 10 percent and 9 percent, respectively, from the same period a year ago. However, they are 53 percent and 48 percent higher in volume and value, respectively, than in January-July 2007, USMEF said.   Beef exports of 512,053 metric tons valued at $1.94 billion were 6 percent lower than last year's volume and reflected a 10 percent drop in value, primarily due to lagging global demand for beef variety meat. Beef muscle cut exports of 338,217 metric tons slightly exceeded last year's volume and trailed in value ($1.45 billion compared with $1.48 billion) by only 2 percent.
NCDA NEWS

N.C. Ag Exports Top $3 Billion:  North Carolina exported $3.1 billion worth of agricultural products in 2008, a 51 percent increase over the previous year.  It is the first time N.C. ag exports have topped the $3 billion mark. North Carolina’s agricultural export value ranked 13th among all states during the federal fiscal year covering Oct. 1, 2007, to Sept. 30, 2008, according to the USDA’s Economic Research Service. North Carolina is the nation’s top tobacco exporter, and ranks third in poultry products and fifth in cotton and peanuts sold to other countries.  The state’s leading export commodities were tobacco ($573.6 million), animals and meat ($553.5 million), cotton and linters ($275.5 million) and peanuts ($23.5 million). North Carolina’s top international customers were Japan, China, Canada, the Netherlands and Germany.
USDA NEWS

Livestock Disaster Assistance Program:  Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that producers may begin applying for benefits under the provisions of the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) and the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP).  LFP provides payments to eligible livestock producers who have suffered livestock grazing losses due to qualifying drought or fire.  Eligible livestock under LFP include beef cattle, alpacas, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer, sheep and swine.  For both programs, producers must have suffered losses that occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011.  For more information or to apply for ELAP or LFP and other USDA Farm Service Agency disaster assistance programs, please visit your FSA county office orwww.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Announces 86 Grants Under The Farmers Market Promotion Program:  As part of the USDA's 'Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food' initiative, Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the awardees of the 2009 Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP).  Reaching into communities across America, 86 grants totaling more than $4.5 million were awarded to encourage and support the viability of farmers markets and direct marketing projects nationwide.   hrough FMPP, USDA is committed to promoting local and regional food systems that help to boost local economics, eliminate child hunger, and increase access to fresh produce in low-income neighborhoods, thereby improving community health and nutrition.  In North Carolina, Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Projects received $69,289, Warren County received $12,495, and Coastal Harvesters, Inc. received $29,960.

Mark Your Calendar

The Environmental Management Commission will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m., on proposed rules amendments, 2728 Capital Blvd., Air Quality Annex Training Room AQ-526, Raleigh. Contact: Michael Abraczinskas, 715-3473. 

 The North Carolina Clean Energy Economy Forum will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m.  Lt. Gov. Walter Dalton delivers the keynote address, The Mint Museum of Art, Van Every Theater, 2730 Randolph Rd., Charlotte. Contact: Alina Johnson, 839-0978.
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