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At House of Raeford Farms, Inc., one of the top ten largest poultry processors in the nation, we provide chicken and turkey products to the foodservice, retail, and export markets. We are a family-owned and operated company based out of Rose Hill, North Carolina with additional facilities located in Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, and South Carolina. We take pride in our workforce which numbers over 6,000, and we are committed to protecting and maintaining the health and safety of our employees. House of Raeford:  The one with Real taste
Washington NEWS
Votes Against House Energy Bill:  Sue Myrick (R-NC, 9th District); Virginia Foxx (R-NC, 5th District); Howard Coble (R-NC, 6th District); and Patrick McHenry (R-NC, 10th District) voted against the energy bill that passed the House this week. After months of debate about expanding offshore oil and gas drilling, the House passed legislation that could open up large areas off U.S. coastlines to energy production. The bill (HR 6899) passed 236-189 despite the objections of Republicans who said it would do little to boost offshore oil and gas production. President Bush threatened a veto. Opponents of the bill listed several of the following reasons for their nay vote: The bill includes a buffer that would prohibit any new drilling within fifty miles of America's coastline, reportedly the most promising areas for oil and gas production. The bill voted on by the House would require states to opt in to allowing drilling from fifty to one hundred miles off their coast – without giving them a share of the revenue. The bill also requires utility companies to generate 15% of their electricity from renewable resources – which opponents believe would disproportionately harm states in the Southeast because they lack the ability to generate solar and wind power in an economical manner – thereby subjecting North Carolina residents to additional costs. Nuclear energy was not included as a way to meet the mandate – which opponents say that while they believe the US must use all sources of alternative energy and all methods of conservation -  nuclear remains one of the best options for electricity production.
House Panel Approves Farm Bill Fix:  The House Ag Committee approved legislation this week that would temporarily suspend a requirement in the farm bill that prevents farmers from qualifying for direct, counter-cyclical, or average crop revenue election program payments if they own farms less than 10 acres in size. Numerous lawmakers maintain the bill allows farmers to aggregate their properties to meet the 10-acre limit, but the Agriculture Department says it does not.  H.R. 6849,  authored by Rep. Bob Etheridge (D-N.C.) and co-sponsored by Patrick McHenry (R-NC), would have clarified that the law allows aggregation, but House Agriculture Chairman Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) said the fix was problematic because it would have required $90 million in offsets over 10 years. Instead, he offered a second-degree amendment replacing Etheridge’s bill, which would suspend the provision for two years, funded by a $20 million offset taken from federal crop insurance information management upgrades.  “This seemed like the most expeditious way to do this,” Peterson said. “We will deal with the other eight years when we get back next year.”  The path forward for the bill remains unclear. An aide said Peterson hopes to bring the bill to the floor next week.

Senators Fight for Farm Bill Safety Net:  Today Senators Norm Coleman (R-MN), Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Ben Nelson (D-NE), and John Thune (R-SD) sent a letter to USDA Secretary Ed Schafer, which specifies Congressional intent and correct interpretation of statute for a new 2008 Farm Bill safety net option, the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program.  Because farmers may participate in ACRE beginning with the 2009 crop year, Congress intended that 2007 crop prices and projected 2008 crop prices be used as the first set of years to determine the baseline crop prices for the 2009 crop year. However, recent comments by USDA officials indicate that ACRE program may be implemented based on 2006 and 2007 prices, which would result in much lower baseline prices and an ineffective safety net for farmers who would participate. “The USDA needs to follow the law as written by Congress, not as people in the agency want,” said Sen. Ben Nelson. “We put that program in place as part of the important safety net for America's farmers, giving them an innovative new option. USDA needs to get it right.”

House Approves Speculation Bill: The House easily approved legislation to limit futures market speculation, which has been blamed by some for record-high gas and food prices in recent months. By a 283-133 vote, the House passed the Commodity Markets Transparency and Accountability Act (H.R. 6604), which would boost staff and regulatory authority for the Commodity Futures Trading Commission. Despite the speculation bill’s passage, House Agriculture Chairman Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) acknowledged that the Senate was unlikely to approve a speculation bill in the remaining days of the session. However, he said the House would act again on the matter quickly in the next Congress.  Critics, including the White House, say speculation has had little or no effect on commodity prices, and add that the provisions included in the bill would distort market forces. The Bush administration vowed to veto the measure earlier today.
Legislative NEWS

Easley Wants State Control Over Oil Leases:  Gov. Mike Easley wants any final bill in Congress expanding offshore oil exploration to give states control over who can drill.  Easley wrote to the state's congressional delegation Wednesday asking it to support legislation that would give leasing rights to individual states, not oil companies. 

Gas Market Disruption:  Concerns about gas shortages and soaring prices prompted Gov. Mike Easley to declare a state of “abnormal market disruption” last week, giving Attorney General Roy Cooper the authority to investigate reports of price gouging. Consumers should not be seeing prices rise much more than 20 cents per gallon, he said. Sunday's gas prices were up more than 10 cents from Saturday and 29.7 cents from Friday.  Cooper said that he plans to begin sending subpoenas to certain gas stations Monday. 
Commodity NEWS

Genetically Engineered Animals:  The U.S. FDA on Thursday released for public comment draft guidance on the regulation of genetically engineered (GE) animals.  The guidance is intended to clarify FDA's regulatory authority in this area, as well as requirements and recommendations for producers of GE animals and products derived from GE animals. To read the document, go to www.fda.gov/cvm/GEAnimals.htm.  The comment period for the draft guidance closes Nov. 18.

USDA Lowers Pork Production Forecast:  USDA lowered its pork production forecast for 2008 because of a slower-than-expected pace of hog slaughter and lighter carcass weights in the third quarter. It pegged 2008 commercial pork production at 23.476 billion pounds, down from 23.556 billion pounds projected in August.

USDA Raises Broiler Production and Export Forecasts for 2008:  USDA raised its broiler production forecasts for 2008 and 2009 due to increases in bird weights. USDA projected 2008 broiler production at federally inspected plants at 37.04 billion pounds, up from August's estimate of 36.99 billion pounds as bird weights have been heavier than previously forecast.  Due to strong shipments throughout July, USDA raised its broiler export forecast for 2008 to 6.6 billion pounds from 6.5 billion forecast a month ago. 
USDA Cuts Corn, Soybean Forecasts:  USDA said it cut its forecasts for the 2008 U.S. corn and soybean crops to slightly below market expectations but its projections would still result in the second largest corn crop and the fourth largest soybean crop on record.  USDA put corn production at 12.07 billion bushels, down 2 percent from last month and 8 percent below 2007.  USDA forecast U.S. soybean production at 2.93 billion bushels, down 1 percent from the August forecast but up 13 percent from last year. 

USDA Raises Beef Export Forecast:  USDA raised its beef export forecasts for both 2008 and 2009 based on strengthening exports to Asia.  USDA forecast beef exports in 2008 at 1.841 billion pounds, up from 1.725 billion forecast in August and raised its 2009 export forecast to 2.06 billion from 1.915 billion in August.  

People NEWS

Appointments:  Gov. Mike Easley announced a number of appointments last week:  Stephen Smith, Raleigh, as chairman of the North Carolina Environmental Management Commission. Smith replaces David Moreau of Chapel Hill, who has led the panel for the last 16 years. Robin Klem Smith, Burnsville, to the North Carolina Sedimentation Control Commission. Smith is the enforcement coordinator for the Conservation Council of N.C. in Raleigh. Mac Currin, Raleigh, to the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Commission. Currin is a self-employed program director. He has been reappointed. 
Business NEWS

Smithfield Case Against Union Will Go to Trial:  A judge ruled on Tuesday that Smithfield Foods' racketeering and extortion allegations against the union that has orchestrated boycotts and protests in an attempt to organize workers will go to trial Oct. 20.  U.S. District Judge Robert E. Payne rejected the United Food and Commercial Workers International's motion for a ruling that the union did nothing illegal, leaving the matter on the docket for trial. 
Natural Gas Companies Propose Rate Reductions:  NC’s two largest natural gas companies are proposing significant rate reductions for the fall.  PSNC Energy is proposing a residential rate cut of about 14 percent.  Piedmont Natural Gas has proposed a reduction of about 16 percent for residential users.  The reductions would take effect Oct. 1.  Wholesale prices for natural gas are down about 50 percent in the past few months. The North Carolina Utilities Commission must consider the rate reductions, but approval is expected. 

Campaign NEWS
Candidates Debate Immigration:  The candidates for lieutenant governor outlined very different plans on a range of issues during an hour-long debate Wednesday on UNC-TV. Speaking on the topic of illegal immigration, former Republican Sen. Robert Pittenger took a shot at his Democratic rival, Sen. Walter Dalton. Pittenger criticized Dalton for what he said were votes to allow illegal immigrants to get driver's licenses. In a series of votes over the past eight years, the legislature made it more difficult for illegal immigrants to get licenses but stopped short of making it impossible until 2006. Pittenger also said the state had not gone far enough to make the state inhospitable to illegal immigrants, praising efforts by states such as Oklahoma and Georgia to cut back on social services they could use. After the debate, Dalton said that he repeatedly voted to tighten the restrictions on driver's licenses. “Every vote I ever cast was always intended to make it stricter,” he said.  Both Pittenger and Dalton said during the debate that they would not support allowing illegal immigrants to study at the state's community colleges. Libertarian Phillip Rhodes said he thought it would be fine as long as they pay out-of-state tuition. 
USDA NEWS 

USDA Sets Animal Id Numbers for U.S. Livestock: USDA said it is reserving the use of animal identification numbers with the 840 prefix to animals born in the United States.  Producers who use the 840 animal identification numbering system, which is not mandatory, can use it to document the origin of their animals to packers for country of origin labeling (COOL). This interim rule became effective upon publication in the Sept. 18 Federal Register.
NCDA NEWS

NCDA&CS Takes Steps to Increase Gas Supply:  Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler announced today that the NCDA&CS has taken steps to increase the availability of gasoline in the state. The department is relaxing limits on vapor pressure in gasoline that are in place during warm-weather months. “By relaxing the vapor pressure requirements, we are giving stations more options and enabling them to restock more quickly,” said Toxler.  The waiver has no effect on gasoline quality, Troxler said. The waiver will be in effect Sept. 16-30.
Mark Your Calendar

The Joint Legislative Commission on Seafood and Aquaculture will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 10 a.m., 544 Legislative Office Building. 

The Eligibility Board for Standard Commercial Fishing Licenses will meet, on Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 9:30 a.m., second floor conference room, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, 3441 Arendell Street, Morehead City. Contact: Cristy Gidden, 910-796-7215 or Cristy.Gidden@ncmail.net. 
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