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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com 

Washington NEWS
Senators Try to Stop EPA on Biofuels Indirect Land Use:  Senators Tom Harkin (D-Iowa), Ben Nelson (D-Neb.) and Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) this week introduced legislation that would prevent the EPA from proceeding with regulations they say would limit the production and use of biofuels required by Congress' 2007 energy bill.  The EPA regulations would calculate greenhouse gas emissions created by biofuels including changes in land use in other countries, such as clearing land for crops caused by increased production of biofuels such as corn-based ethanol in the United States.  The proposed amendment to the Senate Interior-Environment Appropriations bill would prohibit the EPA, for one year, from spending funds to include international indirect land use change emissions in calculations to implement the Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS).  The senators argue that data and analytic methodologies for credibly calculating international indirect land use change emissions do not exist and that including them in the EPA's rule would put an unjust burden on the biofuels industry.
Legislative NEWS

Smoking Ban Rules:  There are only two rules proposed for implementing the state's new ban on smoking in restaurants and bars. The first proposed rule is that cigar bars, which are exempt, must file an affidavit every quarter verifying that they meet the requirements for operating as a cigar bar. The requirements in the law include that 60 percent of gross revenue comes from alcohol and 25 percent from cigar sales, and that a humidor is on the premises. The second proposed rule says restaurants and bars must post no-smoking signs at each entrance, at a height and location easily seen. The signs must be at least 24 square inches, such as a 4- by-6-inch sign, be legible and include three pieces of information: the Division of Public Health's toll-free complaint line, the statute number for the law and the Web site www.smokefree.nc.gov. The law takes effect Jan. 2.

Harrell's Seat:  At least five Democrats are seeking to replace Rep. Ty Harrell, a Wake County Democrat who resigned Sunday amid a campaign finance investigation. According to Wake County Democratic Party Chairman Jack Nichols, the five Democrats hoping to fill the now vacant seat include Chris Heagarty, former director of the N.C. Center for Voter Education; Janet Schanzenbach, lobbyist for mental health programs and rehabilitation facilities; Gale Adcock, Cary Town Council member; John Shaw, a retired electrical engineer and Democratic Party activist; and Matt Danielson, former county Democratic Party vice chair. Democratic Party precinct chairs and party leaders within the district will meet by Oct. 20 and vote on Harrell’s replacement. 
Fuel & Energy NEWS

Agco Seeks to Use Gov’t Grant for Biomass Project:  Farm equipment manufacturer Agco Corp. said it wants to use an Energy Department grant of up to $5 million for a project focused on the efficient collection and transportation of biomass to production plants for processing.  Agco will be working with renewable fuel producers and industrial experts who focus on bio-fuels and energy crops.

Offshore Energy Advisory Panel:  Gov. Beverly Perdue says a new panel will help North Carolina make sound decisions on whether to tap into alternative energy resources along its coast. Perdue announced Monday the creation of the Governor's Scientific Advisory Panel on Offshore Energy. The yet-to-be-named panel members will examine the feasibility of tapping into oil and natural gas reserves off the Atlantic coast, as well as generating energy from the wind and sun. 

Business NEWS

Duke Energy Reaches Second Chinese Deal:  Duke Energy Corp. has struck its second deal in just over a month with a large Chinese power company to develop sources of low-carbon energy.  Duke and ENN Group say ideas for potential development between the two include commercial solar projects, coal-based clean energy, biofuels, natural gas, smart grid, energy efficiency and carbon-capturing algae. Duke signed a similar deal in August in Beijing with China Huaneng Group, China's largest electric utility. ENN, founded 20 years ago, has more than 100 subsidiaries that supply power in 80 cities across China.

Greene Board Endorses Agricultural Project:  The Greene County Board of Commissioners unanimously voted to endorse the Elaney Wood Heritage Farm and Alternative Agriculture Training Center project. Under the joint leadership of the Greene County Museum, N.C. Cooperative Extension Foundation and North Carolina State University, the project will develop an agricultural training center and farmers market that will enhance marketing and tourism. One of project’s primary goals is to support tobacco dependent individuals who are interested in diversification. The project, which has already been under way for about 18 months, is expected to be completed by the end of next year.
University NEWS

NC State Alumni Plan $2.5 Million Gift:  A Raleigh couple has made a planned estate gift of approximately $2.5 million to North Carolina State University that includes funding for a professorship, scholarships and the JC Raulston Arboretum. The planned gift from Keith and Margaret Collins, both of whom are NC State alumni, will establish endowments in the College of Engineering's Department of Computer Science and in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. 
People NEWS

Judges Named:  Gov. Beverly Perdue has appointed District Court Judge J. Carlton Cole to the Superior Court for the First Judicial District and Special Superior Court Judge James E. Hardin Jr. as a Resident Superior Court Judge for the 14B Judicial District. Cole will finish the unexpired term of Judge J. Richard Parker who will retire at the end of the month. The First Judicial District covers Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Gates, Pasquotank and Perquimans counties. Hardin will fill the unexpired term created by the resignation of Judge A. Leon Stanback earlier this month. The 14B Judicial District covers Durham County.
Environmental NEWS

Massive Coral Protection Plan Approved:  A sprawling stretch of deep sea corals in the Atlantic Ocean off the Southeast United States has been approved by the South Atlantic Fishery Management for protection. The federal government now must formally adopt it for the protections to be implemented. The area covers about 23,000 square miles from North Carolina to Florida, and is part of a network of deep sea corals so expansive it is believed to be the world's largest. The proposal aims to protect the area from potential damage by deep-sea commercial fishing and energy exploration.

Commodity NEWS

Rain Stalls Apple Harvest; Other Crops in Peril:  Farmers are waiting for the land to dry out after near record rains soaked the mountains over the past week. Apple farmers appear to have survived the deluge, but heavy rainfall has wiped out the remainder of the tomato crop and is threatening the pumpkin harvest.  Apple orchards are generally located on high ground and drain well. The problem for apple growers is that the storm came at the height of the harvest season, forcing pickers from the orchards. The wet weather comes on the heels of a devastating hail storm in the Fruitland and Dana areas. Many apple farmers lost a significant portion of their crops. For others, however, the 2009 apple crop is good. Drought created less flavorful apples in 2007 and 2008. This year, the rains and sun have combined to create a quality crop, if a somewhat smaller one. North Carolina Cooperative Extension Agent Marvin Owings estimates 50 to 60 percent of the apple crop is still in the orchards. Many apple farmers grow Romes, a late harvesting but hardy apple variety.

Status of State Permit for Swine Waste Management System:  The current State General Permit for swine waste management system operation will expire on September 30, 2009. The Division of Water Quality is currently getting the new permits (certificates of coverage) ready for mailing and plan to have them in the mail by the last week of September. In the event that you do not receive your new certificate of coverage by October 1, 2009, you will continue to be covered under your current permit until such time as you receive the new certificate of coverage.  If you did not submit an application for coverage under the new permit, you would not be covered after September 30, 2009. Anyone in that situation should immediately contact the Division of Water Quality regional office for assistance in resolving that situation.  If you have not received your new Certificate of Coverage by October 15th, it is suggested that you notify the Division of Water Quality regional office staff.

China’s Continuing Ban on U.S. Pork Hurting Sausage Makers:  China's ban on imports of U.S. pork based on fears of the H1N1 influenza, in place now for more than four months, has been particularly harmful for processors and exporters of small intestines meant for casing manufacturing in China, according to Kevin Smith, U.S. Meat Export Federation's director of export services for Asian markets.  And that won't change anytime soon. Efforts by the USMEF team and the U.S. government to persuade China to lift its ban have not been successful.  "The perspective of the government in China is very hard line at the moment," Smith said. "Any opportunity we had to ask questions about expanding access and asking any questions that were technical in nature about H1N1 was met with really nothing positive.”

Russia Aims to Reduce Poultry, Pork Imports: Russia expects to import no more than 10 percent of the poultry and pork it consumes within three to four years due to growing domestic production, according to a wire service report.   Broiler meat production in Russia has risen about 15 percent to 16 percent a year over the past five years. Pork production has also risen substantially.  Sergei Mikhailov, chief executive of Cherkizovo, said Russia could reach self-sufficiency in poultry meat and pork by 2011 and possibly become an exporter by 2012.  Russia produced 64 percent of the poultry it consumed last year and bought a quarter of U.S. poultry exports, according to the article.   Russia is unlikely to cut beef imports in the near future due to a longer investment cycle for the meat, Mikhailov said.
NCDA NEWS

Specialty Food Companies Winners Named:  Six North Carolina specialty food companies took home top honors recently in a contest sponsored by the N.C. Specialty Food Association. Winners and runners-up were named in snack, condiment and packaging categories.  Ricardo’s Tomato Sauce by chef Ricardo Fernandez of Waynesville, which won in the packaging category, was crowned grand champion. Pumpkin Pie Spice Hot Chocolate Mix from Eden came in second in the packaging category.  America’s Best Homestyle Gourmet Peanuts from Rocky Mount took top honors in the snack category, with Mackey’s Ferry Crunchy Peanut Butter of Jamesville selected as the runner-up. Fryar’s Original Sauce from McLeansville won top honors in the condiment category, and D’Vine Chow-Chow of Elizabethtown was the runner-up.  The contest was part of an event that drew specialty food manufacturers from across the state to Raleigh to learn more about specialty food production and marketing. The keynote speaker was Ron Tanner, vice president, of the National Association for the Specialty Food Trade Inc.  For more information, or to order these specialty products online, go to www.ncspecialtyfoods.org. 
Mark Your Calendar

The North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, Sept. 30 at 6 p.m. on Draft Amendment 3 to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Shad and River Herring, College of the Albemarle, Building B, Room 202, 1208 North Road St., Elizabeth City. Contact: Michelle Duval at 252-808-8011.
A public hearing on the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Striped Bass will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 6 p.m.,  Roanoke Island Festival Park, 1 Festival Park, Manteo. Contact: Michelle Duval, 252-808-8011.
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