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Since 1948, Franklin Baking Co. in Goldsboro, N. C., has been baking up delicious fresh breads and buns. The bakery’s four production lines turn out 2.5 million pounds of baked foods a week, which the bakery markets to retail and foodservice customers throughout eastern North Carolina and southeast South Carolina. Among Franklin Baking’s top bread brands are Nature’s Own, Cobblestone Mill, Sunbeam, and Bunny. It also markets Blue Bird snack cakes and pastries. Franklin Baking has earned numerous superior scores for food safety from the American Institute of Baking. The company is a subsidiary of Flowers Foods (NYSE: FLO), headquartered in Thomasville, Ga., which is one of the nation’s leading bakery foods companies. For more information, visit www.flowersfoods.com.
Washington NEWS
House Suspends 10-Acre Rule, Senate Proposes Legislation:  The House passed bipartisan legislation to suspend for the 2008 and 2009 crop years a Farm Bill provision that required producers to have a minimum of 10-base acres to receive program benefits.  In the Senate, legislation introduced by Sens. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa; the chairman, and Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, and Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga., the committee’s ranking member, would also require USDA to allow farmers to combine operations smaller than 10 acres for farm program payment purposes. Specifically, the legislation suspends for crop years 2008 and 2009 the provision of the farm bill that prohibits direct, counter-cyclical, and ACRE payments on commodities and peanuts if the sum of the base acres on the farm is 10 acres or less.  The Senate legislation also extends the 2008 crop year signup until Dec. 31, 2008 for direct and counter-cyclical payments. The bill ensures that no penalty to benefits can be assessed by USDA against producers who fell into this 10-acre prohibition for failure to submit reports or timely comply with other program requirements if using the extended sign up period.

Not so Fast on Bailout:  Several NC Democrats and Republicans with oversight of the financial sector balked at the Bush administration's proposal to buy billions of dollars of Wall Street securities tied to bad mortgages. "I'm not willing to vote for $700 billion to save an industry that comes out just as crooked on the other end," said Rep. Brad Miller, D-13th.  Rep. Mel Watt, D-12th said that any bailout also needs to include protections for some individual homeowners, not only large investors harmed by the subprime mortgage crisis. Rep. Walter Jones, R-3rd, said "I just don't like the idea of these corporations, who made all these mistakes, all of a sudden saying, ‘OK, Mr. Taxpayer, it's time for you to bail us out.”  Sen. Elizabeth Dole, R-N.C. said "I have very serious concerns that this proposal could leave taxpayers holding the bag." Rep. Patrick McHenry, R-10th, said a major concern was the amount of taxpayer money needed to finance the bailout. Rep. Virginia Foxx, R-5th, was among 30 House conservatives who sent a letter to the administration last week after the AIG bailout.  "We urge you in the strongest terms possible to refrain from conducting any additional government-financed bailouts for large financial firms. Regardless of the precautions taken, the risk to taxpayers and to the long-term future health of our economy remain just too great to justify," the group wrote.

Horse Protection Bill:  The House Judiciary Committee today passed by voice vote legislation that would establish criminal penalties for slaughtering horses for human consumption.  There is no Senate companion to this legislation. 

Senators Give USDA Laundry List of COOL Changes:  A bipartisan group of 31 senators sent Secretary of Agriculture Ed Schafer a letter Thursday requesting a number of changes to the interim final rule for implementing mandatory COOL labeling that takes effect Sept. 30.  Topping the list is changing the provision that allows products of U.S. origin to be labeled more broadly as mixed origin, which would be easier and cheaper for processors as it would result in fewer label changes during the course of a production day.  The senators also raised concerns about the rule's exemptions for processed foods, including those fried, broiled, grilled, boiled, steamed, baked, roasted, cured, smoked or restructured. They said the language exempts many food products consumers would expect to be labeled 

Legislative NEWS

Budget Cuts: Gov. Mike Easley has informed state agencies that their budgets will be reduced by 2 percent this fiscal year to help shield the state from a souring economy and declining revenues. The budget approved by the Legislature for the fiscal year starting July 1 was more than $21 billion, but at least half of that spending probably won't be affected because the directive doesn't apply to public education, Medicaid and student financial aid. The reductions will begin Oct. 1 in the amount of money distributed to the identified agencies. 
Drought NEWS

Drought Picture Improving: Recent storms have helped lift a few central North Carolina counties out of the drought, but a state water official says nearly half the state's counties still are suffering from dryness.  The U.S. Drought Monitor this week showed 14 counties in North Carolina without any drought. But 86 counties ranged from abnormally dry to extreme drought.  Woody Yonts chairs the state Drought Management Advisory Council and says the drought picture 60 to 90 days away can improve if showers continue. Several counties in western and northeastern parts of the state are the driest. 

Business NEWS

Plant Closings:  Hanesbrands Inc. has announced plans to close five North Carolina plants by the end of next year, shedding 1,400 jobs. A knit-fabric textile plant in Forest City, a yarn plant in Gastonia, and a warehouse in Rockingham are expected to close by the end of November. A yarn plant in Eden will shut down by the end of the year and in 2009, a knit-fabric textile plant in Eden will close.  The cuts are part of a larger, worldwide cost-cutting strategy for Hanesbrands that is expected to affect 8,100 employees overall by the end of 2009. 

Gas Shortage:  Gas-starved western North Carolina will soon be getting some relief, Gov. Mike Easley said late Wednesday. “The major oil companies have agreed to make additional gas supplies available to hard hit areas of our state, particularly Western North Carolina,” Easley said.  

Incentives:  Campbell Soup Co. on Monday announced plans to expand its Maxton, N.C., plant, adding 50 jobs and a production line for making ready-to-serve soups and broths packaged in cartons. The company plans to spend more than $16 million. It will receive $150,000 in state incentives if it expands employment beyond the current 800 workers over three years. 

Environmental NEWS

Contaminated Groundwater: Some Montgomery, Richmond and Moore county well owners are dealing with contaminated groundwater that is the legacy of peach orchards that sprawled across the Sandhills region in past decades. Tests have found 117 wells tainted by no-longer-used pesticides in those counties in the past year -- 77 of those at unsafe levels. “What we don't know is whether this is the end of it,” said Jim Haynes, the Richmond County manager. 
Commodity NEWS

EPA Unleashes a R.E.D. Tide on Industry:  The EPA recently published its proposed final rule for most soil fumigants. The re-registrations eligibility document or RED contains many new risk mitigations measures, which will make it very difficult to continue to produce many specialty crops. Growers are strongly encouraged to respond early to delay or defeat the implementation of these regulations.  To send comments to the EPA – go to the EPA RED website at www.epa.gov/oppsrrd1/reregistration/soil_fumigants/.  
USDA Contacts: Burleson Smith, Office of Deputy Secretary, 202-720-2889 or burleson.smith@usda.gov; Al Jennings, PhD Director Office of Pest Management Policy, 202-720-5327 or Allen.L.Jennings@usda.gov; Ted Rodgers, Biologist Office of Pest Management Policy,  202-720-3846 or  trogers@ars.usda.gov.

Immigration NEWS

Extension of Temporary Protected Status for El Salvador:  U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) announced today that it will extend Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for nationals of El Salvador through Sep. 9, 2010. The extension will make those who have already been granted TPS eligible to reregister and maintain their status for an additional 18 months.  TPS does not apply to Salvadoran nationals who entered the United States after Feb. 13, 2001.
NCDA NEWS

Troxler Urges Soil Testing: With skyrocketing fertilizer prices eating into farmers’ bottom line, Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler encourages growers to use free soil testing to avoid unnecessary fertilizer expenses. By acting now, growers may be able to save even further by purchasing fertilizer before the end of the year so they can claim a deduction on this year’s taxes, Troxler said. Currently, the soil lab at the NCDA&CS is processing samples for free in five to seven business days. By November, the lab will be well into its busy season. For additional information contact your NCDA&CS regional agronomist, visit www.ncagr.gov/agronomi/ or call Kent Messick, NCDA&CS Field Services Section chief, at (919) 733-2655.

USDA NEWS

3.6 Million-Pound Tomato Purchase:  Ag Secretary Ed Schafer has announced that the USDA is purchasing up to 3.6 million pounds of fresh tomatoes with currently available farm bill funds. The tomatoes will be donated to child nutrition and other domestic food assistance programs.  With the announcement, USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) will award immediately contracts for the desired quantity to responsible bidders. 
People NEWS

Deaths:  Jim Johnson, a former lawmaker, has died at the age of 73. Johnson was the Democratic nominee for the District 36 Senate seat. He was to face Sen. Fletcher Hartsell, R-Cabarrus, in November. Johnson represented Cabarrus County in the House from 1967 to 1972 and in the Senate from 1985 to 1990. 
Gerlach and Golden LEAF:  Dan Gerlach has formally accepted the presidency of the Golden Leaf Foundation. Gerlach, a top economic advisor to Gov. Mike Easley, will replace Valeria Lee, who took the position in 2000. 
Mark Your Calendar

The Eligibility Board for Standard Commercial Fishing Licenses will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 9:30 a.m., second floor conference room, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries, 3441 Arendell Street, Morehead City. Contact: Cristy Gidden, 910-796-7215 or Cristy.Gidden@ncmail.net. 

The Golden LEAF Foundation's board of directors will meet on Thursday, Oct. 2 at 12:00 p.m., Golden LEAF Retreat Center, Rocky Mount.

The 2008 Sweetpotato Field Day is scheduled for October 8, 2008 at the Horticultural Crops Research Station, Clinton, NC.  Registration begins at 2:30 p.m. with field stops running from 3:30 to 6:30.  Dinner will begin at 6:30.  For more information go to www.cals.ncsu.edu or contact  Jonathan Schultheis, professor and Department Extension Leader, Horticultural Science, 919-515-1225 or jonathan_schultheis@ncsu.edu.
A series of Regional Commodity Meetings with Dean Johnny Wynne will be held at five locations across the state. The meetings have been set to provide an opportunity to meet with the Dean and discuss issue of concerns as they impact agriculture in NC.  October 7, 2008 Forsyth Extension Center, 1450 Fairchild Road, Winston Salem;  October 22, 2008 University Club, 4200 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh;  December 3, 2008 Mountain Horticultural Crops Res and Ext Center, 455 Research Drive, Mills River [Fletcher], NC.  These meetings are open to commodity leadership and membership including officers, board of directors and members. You can attend multiple meetings if so desired. You will need to register at least one week in advance of each meeting. Please call (919) 515-2811 for more info or go to http://harvest.cals.ncsu.edu/.

The USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service will host three COOL informational sessions that will provide detailed information about COOL to growers, packers, suppliers, handlers, retailers, consumers and other interested parties.  The sessions will be held at the following locations: Oct. 7 from 1:30-4:30 p.m., Lakeville, Minn; Oct. 9 from 1:30-4:30 p.m., Los Angeles, CA. For more details go to www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/.
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