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TW Garner Food Company began in 1929 when Thad W. Garner, at age 17, bought the Dixie Pig Barbecue stand in Winston-Salem. He was joined by his father, Samuel W. Garner, and brothers, Harold and Ralph. The company remains a family owned and operated business. TW Garner Food Company is best known for its Texas Pete ® brand of sauces; Garners ® jams, jellies and preserves and most recently Green Mountain Gringo ® salsas and tortilla strips round out the company’s product lines. Garner Foods was selected in 2003 as the Mass Mutual Family Business of the Year. In 2004, the company was honored by Business North Carolina magazine as Small Business of the Year. TW Garner Food Company is proud to support the North Carolina Agribusiness Council. For More Information about TW Garner or any of their products, please visit their website at www.texaspete.com. 

Washington NEWS
USDOL Seeks to Change H2a, Again:  The Labor Department is trying again to roll back Bush administration regulations that made it easier for farmers to hire temporary foreign farm workers. The agency on Thursday said it is proposing new rules that would boost wages and increase safeguards for thousands of seasonal workers brought in each year to help farmers pick their crops.. If the rules are adopted, they would largely reverse regulations finalized shortly before President George W. Bush left office and return to temporary rules that had been in effect since 1987. Labor and immigrant rights groups have criticized the Bush regulations, claiming they would slash farm wages and make it harder for domestic workers to claim those jobs.  The Labor Department tried to suspend the Bush rules earlier this year, but officials were forced to reinstate them after farm groups successfully challenged the decision in federal court. The new rules would return to the old standard for determining temporary farm wages, resulting in an average increase for workers of about $1.44 an hour. Farmers would also have to submit documentation certifying that they tried to fill the jobs with American workers. Under the Bush rules, those documents had to be presented only if there was a government audit. The proposed rules would require state work force agencies to inspect temporary worker housing before an employer is approved to bring in foreign workers - something the Bush rule didn't mandate until after workers moved in. Labor officials say the new rules do retain some of the efforts of the Bush administration to streamline paperwork and make the program more efficient. But they also go farther than the 1987 regulations in boosting worker protections. 
Business NEWS
Perdue to Close Two Hatcheries, Expand Another:  Salisbury, Md.-based Perdue Farms announced it will close its hatcheries in Showell and Bishopville, Md., in early May of 2010.  At the same time, Perdue plans to invest $3.7 million to expand production at one hatchery on the Delmarva peninsula and another one in Kenly, N.C. The investment will increase hatch production by 40 percent at one of its Salisbury hatcheries and nearly double hatch production in Kenly.

Perdue Traveling to China, Japan in October:  Gov. Beverly Perdue will lead an international trade mission to China and Japan next month in hopes of boosting commercial and cultural ties between North Carolina and Asia, officials said Wednesday.  The two-week trip starting Oct. 14 is intended to reinforce established connections while expanding markets for North Carolina exports. China is North Carolina's second-largest trading partner and Japan is number four. 

St. Pauls Ethanol Plant Hits Snags:  Delays in construction of an ethanol plant could jeopardize a nearly $700,000 grant for Robeson County. St. Pauls Bio-Tek has missed numerous deadlines set by county officials to show a construction schedule for the proposed plant near the county landfill outside St. Pauls. Robeson County commissioners signed a 15-year deal with Solv-It Technologies, manager of the project, in February 2007. The county agreed to install a $1.1 million system to collect methane from the landfill to power the ethanol plant.  The county received a $690,000 grant from the Golden Leaf Foundation to help pay for the collection system. County officials have not given St. Pauls Bio-Tek an extension.  The Board of Commissioners has not taken action to terminate the contract.  The board could take action in the next 60 days. The board will determine whether the project is viable, then notify the Golden Leaf Foundation.

Worker's Compensation Premium Decrease:  The North Carolina Rate Bureau, which represents the state's insurance companies, has requested a 9.6 percent decrease in the premium that most North Carolina companies pay for workers’ compensation coverage. The state Department of Insurance either will approve the suggested rate or propose a different rate after holding a public comment session on Sept. 15 in Raleigh. If the current rate proposal is approved, the decrease would take effect April 1 and would save businesses more than $119 million, according to the department. 
Legislative NEWS
Alcohol and Tobacco Taxes:  North Carolina will start getting a bigger chunk of what consumers spend thanks to increases in the state's sales tax and excise taxes on alcohol and tobacco. The state's sales tax goes up a full penny, bringing the total rate charged in most counties to 7.75 percent. At the same time, cigarettes, beer, wine and liquor will have higher excise taxes. House and Senate Democratic leaders have agreed to talk more this fall about changing the tax structure so that many more services are subject to the sales tax. In exchange, the rate would fall markedly. If a deal is reached, lawmakers could return to the General Assembly by next spring, perhaps before primary elections in early May, to try to pass it. The excise taxes, however, are permanent. Cigarette taxes will increase by 10 cents per pack to 45 cents. 
People NEWS

Former NC Congressman Hefner Dies:  Bill Hefner, a former 12-term Democratic congressman from North Carolina, Southern Baptist gospel singer and radio station owner, died of a of a brain aneurysm Wednesday. He was 79. 

Commodity NEWS
Major Cigarette Makers Sue Over New Tobacco Law:  Two of the three largest U.S. tobacco companies filed suit Monday to block marketing restrictions in a law that gives the U.S. FDA authority over tobacco, claiming the provisions violate their right to free speech.   R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. and Lorillard Inc. filed the federal lawsuit with several other tobacco companies. The tobacco makers claim provisions of the law "severely restrict the few remaining channels we have to communicate with adult tobacco consumers," Martin L. Holton III, senior vice president and general counsel for Reynolds, said in a statement.   The companies say in their lawsuit that the law, which takes full effect in three years, prohibits them from using "color lettering, trademarks, logos or any other imagery in most advertisements, including virtually all point-of-sale and direct-mail advertisements." The complaint also says the law prohibits tobacco companies from "making truthful statements about their products in scientific, public policy and political debates."  The lawsuit doesn't challenge the decision to give the FDA authority over tobacco products.
Farm Prices Down Nearly 4 Percent in August:  Farm prices fell 3.8 percent during August as farmers got less money for crops, meat and eggs. A USDA report released Monday showed prices farmers got paid for their goods dropped across the board.  The price of food grains like wheat were down a 6.9 percent during the month, and down steep 37 percent from August last year when crops were selling near record highs. Feed grains like corn were down 6 percent for the month and down 35 percent from a year ago. Meat prices were down 2 percent, with prices falling for hogs, cattle and poultry. Dairy prices rose 3 percent for the month, but are still down 36 percent from last year. Commercial vegetables were a rare bright spot, with prices up 5 percent for the month, and 8 percent compared to last year, with increases for broccoli, carrots, tomatoes and cucumbers.
WTO Rules Against U.S. Cotton:  Following a lengthy dispute, the WTO Arbitration Panel has issued a ruling in favor of Brazilian claims that U.S. government payments to cotton farmers have been excessive. As compensation, Brazil is able to immediately impose $295 million in sanctions on U.S. imports with the possibility for even more. The amount is the second-largest ever allowed by the WTO.
USDA NEWS
USDA Gives Pork Producers $30 Million Boost:  USDA announced Thursday it will buy an additional $30 million in pork products in fiscal 2009 for federal food and nutrition assistance programs.  The agency has purchased some $151 million for these programs this year via annual appropriation and Recovery Act funding.   
USDA Will Not Implement the Feedstock Flexibility Program:  The USDA Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced that it will not implement the Feedstock Flexibility Program (FFP) for fiscal year 2010, beginning Oct. 1, 2009. The FFP balances the domestic sugar market when supplies outstrip consumption by subsidizing the conversion of surplus sugar into ethanol. Current sugar market forecasts indicate there will not be surplus sugar in the domestic market in fiscal year 2010 and little likelihood of forfeitures of sugar loan collateral under CCC price support loans.  USDA will closely monitor sugar stocks, production, consumption and imports on an ongoing basis to evaluate the need to implement FFP during fiscal year 2010.  For further info visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for September:  The USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for September 2009. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for September 2009 is 0.500 percent, unchanged from August 2009. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during September 2009 is 1.500 percent, unchanged from August 2009. In accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill, interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for September 2009 are as follows - 3.250 percent with seven-year loan terms, 3.625 percent with 10-year loan terms and 4.000 percent with 12-year loan terms - up from a single interest rate of 3.125 percent in August 2009. The maximum discount rate applicable for September 2009 for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program is 5 percent, unchanged from August 2009. This is based on the 3.250 percent prime rate plus 2 percent, rounded to the nearest whole number.
Mark Your Calendar

Grape Day set for Friday, Sept. 11 at State Farmers Market from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The event is one of several activities being held in September as part of Wine and Grape Appreciation Month in North Carolina. The N.C. Wine & Grape Council will sponsor a special wine-tasting area in the Farmers Building, featuring samples from many of North Carolina’s 80 wineries. 

The Second Annual North Carolina Urban Forestry Conference will be held Sept. 15-17 at the Marriott Hotel in Winston-Salem. The registration deadline for the conference is Thursday, Sept. 10.  The conference will focus on environmental, policy and educational issues related to natural environments in urban areas as well as technical tools and resources needed to assure urban forest quality.  It will include field tours, exhibits and speakers, all with an emphasis on planning and maintaining sustainable green urban environments. Registration and other info is available at www.ncsu.edu/feop/urbanforest.
The U.S. Poultry and Egg Association's Poultry Protein and Fat Council has announced its annual Poultry Protein and Fat Seminar, to be held Oct. 8-9 in downtown Atlanta. The seminar will explore energy efficiency in rendering plants, as well as the latest technology and managing techniques in poultry by-product conversion.  Topics include rendering plant safety, the future of rendering and plant operation management systems.  To register for the seminar, go to www.poultryegg.org/.

The 2009 Mid-Atlantic Grass-Finished Livestock Conference will be held on Oct. 23-24.  The two-day conference will take place at the Holiday Inn Conference Center in Staunton, Va.  The theme of this year’s conference is “Merging the Art and Science of Grass Finishing.” Nationally and internationally recognized experts will deliver science-based information to producers and share the art of applying that science in the field including V. Mac Baldwin of Baldwin Family Farms in Yanceyville, N.C.  The early registration fee is $200 per participant and must be postmarked by Sept. 15, 2009. After that date, the registration fee increases to $300 per participant. Students qualify for a reduced registration rate. Early registration is advised, as space is limited. For more info or to register for the conference, contact Margaret Kenny at (434) 292-5331.
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