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September 10, 2012

Productive dialogue begins by asking tough questions requiring straight answers.  Join the thousands of American consumers who have already sent letters or e-mails to elected officials asking about our nation’s energy policy.  Start now by clicking https://www.ourenergy.coop/ to ask your elected officials three clear questions to get Congress headed in the right direction.  Brought to you by North Carolina’s electric co-operatives.

Washington NEWS
McIntyre Pushes for Fair Treatment of Tobacco Growers: U.S. Congressman Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) is pushing USDA to make an adjustment to the tobacco federal crop insurance program so that claim amounts may better reflect market prices.  This is in response to recent requests by tobacco farmers from all across eastern North Carolina who have contacted the office urging assistance on this issue. In a letter to USDA Risk Management Agency, McIntyre noted that the current price election for the tobacco insurance program is $1.60 per pound, which is a substantial decrease from the 2010 price election of $1.75 and an even steeper drop from the 2009 price election of $1.85.  Farmers have raised concerns that the price election established by the tobacco program does not reflect market prices for leaf tobacco. A typical price for premium grade tobacco is $2.15 per pound and a tobacco contractor in North Carolina has calculated an average price estimate this year for flue cured tobacco of $1.94 per pound. 

Farmers Insurance: U.S. Rep. Mike McIntyre (N.C.-7) responds to the comment, “Please eliminate obstacles for whole farm revenue insurance policies” in this episode of “Across the Desk from Mike.” Click here to view McIntyre’s response.

Weather NEWS

Aid Available for Flood Survivors: Gov. Bev Perdue announced that financial assistance is available for survivors of the flash flooding that struck portions of Halifax and Northampton counties Aug.25. The aid is a result of the governor’s request for a disaster declaration by the U.S. Small Business Administration. A U.S. Small Business Administration Disaster Loan Outreach Center is open at the Senior Center at 701 Jackson Street in Roanoke Rapids. It will be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekdays through Thursday, Sept. 13. Damage assessment teams from North Carolina Emergency Management and the SBA helped local officials survey the damage Aug 26-29. The level of damage did not meet the threshold for financial assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Individuals and businesses unable to visit the center can apply via the SBA Customer Service Center at 800-659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the deaf and hard-of-hearing) or apply online.  Storm victims in Halifax and Northampton Counties who do not qualify for a federal loan may be eligible for a state grant of up to a maximum of $31,400 to help pay for housing and other essential needs. 
Immigration NEWS

Democrats Lay Out Immigration Plan: During their national convention, Democrats laid out their party platform on immigration.  The party stated their strong commitment to enacting comprehensive immigration reform that establishes a path to citizenship for illegal immigrants. The plan also calls for a visa system that works for U.S. employers and immigrant families. The plan states that a solution from Congress is necessary for permanent reform and that administrative fixes do not work in the long run.
Campaign NEWS

State Senate Races to Watch: The Washington-based GOPAC group picked the races likely to help Republicans maintain a majority in the N.C. Senate. The Republican group picked the following five races as the most competitive: District 17-Tamara Barringer (R) vs Erv Portman (D); District 15- Senator Neal Hunt (R) vs Sig Hutchinson (D); District 9-Senator Thom Goolsby (R) vs Deb Butler (D); District 18-Chad Barefoot (R) vs Senator Doug Berger (D); District 19-Senator Wesley Meredith (R) vs George Tatum (D).
Animal Activism NEWS

Hot Dog Chain, Jack in the Box, Qdoba Latest to Eliminate Crates: Jack in the Box, Inc. has become the latest major food retailer to announce that it will eliminate controversial pig gestation crates from its pork supply chain.  The San Diego-based company operates and franchises more than 2,200 Jack in the Box locations and 576 Qdoba Mexican Grill locations. Galardi Group, franchisor of Wienerschnitzel, the world’s largest hot dog chain, announced that it is committed to purchasing pork only from suppliers with documented plans to end their use of gestation crates by 2022. The company operates 350 locations and serves more than 120 million hot dogs each year.  

People NEWS

Former U.S. Rep. Rose Dies: Former U.S. Rep. Charlie Rose died last week from complications of Parkinson’s disease.  Rose represented Fayetteville and southeastern N.C. for 24 years and was known for protecting the interests of tobacco farmers.  Rose, a Democrat, had great influence in Washington and served on the House Agriculture Committee.
Houston’s Efforts at USDA-FSA Recognized : Debbie Houston in USDA-FSA, Wilson NC received the 2012 Administrator’s Award.  This recognition is the highest honorary award the Farm Service Agency can bestow upon employees and private citizens.  Houston was chosen to receive the Outstanding Accomplishment in Outreach Award and will receive the award at the Washington, D.C. Ceremony, which will be held on Tuesday, September 11, 2012.  
Environmental NEWS

NCGA Requests Extension for RFS Waiver Comments: This week, the Environmental Protection Agency started the 30-day comment period on the waiver request of the Renewable Fuel Standard.  National Corn Growers Association President Garry Niemeyer sent a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson requesting an additional 30-day extension, citing harvest and the uncertainty of this year’s corn crop. Currently, the comment period will close at the end of September.  After that time, EPA will have an additional 60 days to make a decision. NCGA plans to submit comments before the deadline. To read the entire letter to EPA, click here.  

Business NEWS
Recruitment for Russia Agribusiness Trade Mission Ends Soon: In 2011, Russia was the 5th largest importer of agricultural products in the world. Russia's accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) this year will improve market access across a wide spectrum of products. To ensure that small-and-medium-sized U.S. agribusinesses are able to take advantage of these market opportunities, USDA will host a U.S.-Russia Agribusiness Trade Mission (ATM) on December 3-7, 2012 in Moscow and St. Petersburg. Contact shane.danielson@fas.usda.gov for further information.  Recruitment for the mission concludes September 14.
Environmental NEWS

EPA Regulations Hinder Mosquito Control: The family of a Colorado woman who died recently from West Nile virus says that NPDES regulations are hampering efforts to effectively control mosquitoes near their farm. Companies that used to spray mosquito control find it difficult to do now that they are required to apply for additional permits under the Clean Water Act’s NPDES regulation.  Dorothy Meaker, who was 86 years old, had survived six cancers before dying from WNV.  To read the story, click here.

Commodity NEWS
Experimental Crop Successful in N.C.: The Caswell Research Farm just harvested its first experimental stevia crop.  NCSU researchers and Sweet Green Fields, a Washington-based company that makes natural sweeteners from stevia, are working to see if the crop would be suitable for eastern N.C. Crop specialists are investigating weed and disease control, and their first crop was successful. Stevia is an all-natural, non-nutritive, no-calorie sweetener that grows for two or three seasons.  Stevia is currently grown on the West Coast, and Sweet Green Fields is looking to expand to the East Coast. 
Target Spot in N.C. Cotton Limited: The recent outbreak of target spot in cotton in eastern N.C. is not as widespread as was originally thought, according to Keith Edmisten, North Carolina Extension cotton specialist.  The disease seems to be concentrated in coastal areas and northeastern N.C.  Edmisten says that if it’s not moving up, then yield is not likely to be affected, but he does suggest sending in samples to be sure that it is target leaf spot.
Path to El Salvador, Mexico Easier for U.S. Beef: El Salvador and Mexico have lifted some restrictions on U.S. beef.  El Salvador will accept U.S. beef of all ages and lifted product restrictions.  While Mexico will accept four U.S. beef products- small intestines, ground beef, head meat, and weasand meat-that have been restricted since 2003, the country still only accepts U.S. beef from cattle less than 30 months. Mexico is the U.S.’s largest market in volume for beef. El Salvador is a growing market for U.S. beef with exports having more than doubled in value between 2009 and 2011. 
Pork Industry Faces Record Losses: A tsunami of red ink is about to wash across the pork industry, which is facing losses unseen even in the fall of 1998 when hog prices at times approached zero value, according to Chris Hurt, extension economist at Purdue University. The stressors include: more hogs than expected, rapid sow liquidation now underway, and record feed prices. Losses in the final quarter of this year could be $60 per head, exceeding the previous record quarterly losses of $45 per head in the fall of 1998. Losses per head this summer are estimated at $30, to be followed this fall by record quarterly losses of $60 per head. Losses in the first and second quarters of 2013 are projected to be $38 and $5 per head, respectively. Over this one year span, losses may average about $33 per head. That means total losses of around $4 billion for the U.S. industry. Financial losses of the magnitudes projected here will cause massive erosions of family equity and some bankruptcies. Unfortunately, individual producers are going to need to find their own way through the short-term carnage. The irony is that hog production may return to profitability by mid-summer 2013 when meal prices begin to moderate, hog prices move to record highs, and rain and reasonable temperatures return to our nation’s corn and soybean fields once again.  To read the full article, click here.
NCDA NEWS

Workshop Geared Toward Produce Businesses: The NCDA&CS will host a workshop Oct. 3 in Raleigh on protecting your produce business. The event, which will be held at the Donald W. Eaddy Agronomic Lab at 4300 Reedy Creek Road, is tailored for anyone who grows, packs, or ships fresh produce. The cost for the workshop is $20, which includes lunch and materials. The registration deadline is Sept. 28. For more information or to register, click here .
Troxler Outlines Plan for TVA Funds in WNC: Ag Commissioner Steve Troxler outlined a plan for using $2.24 million in funds from the state’s settlement with the Tennessee Valley Authority to benefit western North Carolina. The General Assembly appropriated the money to the NCDA&CS for the current fiscal year. At Troxler’s suggestion, legislators restricted use of the money to 17 western counties- Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga and Yancey. Under the department’s plan, a portion of the money would go to the nonprofit WNC Communities to operate a competitive grant program focused on projects in the agricultural and forestry sector. The department would allocate the remainder of its TVA funds to the N.C. Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation Trust Fund. In addition, the trust fund would use a sizable portion of its share of the settlement money to acquire property that is part of an 8,000-acre tract along the headwaters of the French Broad River’s East Fork. 
USDA NEWS

Grants Available to Improve Housing for Farm Workers: USDA is accepting applications for technical assistance grants to develop domestic and migrant farm labor housing. Grants are available to organizations that will help housing authorities, state and local governments, Indian tribes, non-profit organizations, and community- and faith-based groups apply for loans and grants to build farmworker housing. For additional information, click here. The deadline for submitting applications is November 5, 2012.
Commodity Credit Corporation Lending Rates for September: USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) announced interest rates for September 2012. The CCC borrowing rate-based charge for September 2012 is 0.125 percent, down from 0.250 in August 2012. For 1996 and subsequent crop year commodity and marketing assistance loans, the interest rate for loans disbursed during September 2012 is 1.125 percent, down from 1.250 in August. Interest rates for Farm Storage Facility Loans approved for September 2012 are as follows, 1.125 percent with seven-year loan terms, up from 1.000 in August; 1.625 percent with 10-year loan terms, unchanged from August and; 1.875 percent with 12-year loan terms, unchanged from August.  
Mark Your Calendar

To see all upcoming events - click here for the AgCalendar.
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