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At Murphy-Brown, the livestock production subsidiary of Smithfield Foods, Inc., we do more than produce quality pork and turkey products.  We live and work with you right here in this community, making a positive impact by providing thousands of jobs, protecting the environment and preserving family farms.  Murphy-Brown - we bring a lot to the table.
Drought NEWS

Water Poll: Most North Carolinians have been actively reducing water usage while the state recovers from its worst drought on record, according to an Elon University poll released Tuesday. Of the 473 adults who responded to the survey, 83.9 percent said they were reducing water usage. Another 15 percent said they were not reducing usage, and 1.1 percent said they didn't know. The poll, conducted between March 10 and March 13 by the university's Institute for Politics and Public Affairs, has a margin of error of plus or minus 4.5 percentage points.   While the poll found that 67.8 percent of respondents expected water conservation to remain in effect long term, 60 percent said residents are "very responsible" for reducing water usage. More adults said local and state governments bear more responsibility for conservation while power companies and developers shouldn't carry as much responsibility. 

Water Supplies: Six western North Carolina towns will get money from the Appalachian Regional Commission to help expand water supplies, Gov. Mike Easley said Monday. Easley said the commission awarded $1.58 million in grants for drought projects. The towns receiving the money are: Lenoir, Valdese, Tryon, Marshall, Mars Hill and Blowing Rock. Easley said the towns could run out of water if the drought continues. The grant money will help the towns connect to new water sources. 

Water Use: A 2001 change in state law was meant to allow public electric co-operatives to keep their billing accounts private, just like those of competing electric companies. However, the change is now stopping the public from knowing who's conserving water and who's not during the worst drought in North Carolina's recorded history. The language in the exemption was so broad that it applies to every kind of public utility billing --including what cities charge businesses and homeowners for water, and how much water their customers use. Such information had previously been available to the public. Senate Majority Leader Tony Rand, D-Cumberland, who filed the utilities bill, said he wasn't trying to shield water bills. "Water was never part of it. Water billing isn't a competitive issue," Rand said. Officials in drought-ravaged Raleigh have cited the law in refusing to release the water records of its biggest customers -- including Pepsi, which bottles treated city water as Aquafina. Meanwhile, interest in opening up water usage appears to be on the rise while the drought persists. "I get tons of calls about this," said Raleigh lawyer Amanda Martin, general counsel to the N.C. Press Association. Rand said he'd like to revisit the law this year or next. "It's the kind of thing that should be changed," Rand said. "There's no reason why things should be confidential unless that serves a public purpose.” 
Washington NEWS

Legislators Pose Animal Handling Legislation:  Three U.S. Senators proposed legislation that would pose stiff fines and shut down slaughter facilities that repeatedly process downed animals illegally.  The bill, co-sponsored by Senators Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.), Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) and Daniel Akaka (D-Hawaii), would give the USDA additional authority to fine first-time offenders, hand down a one-year suspension for a second violation, and permanently shut down a facility with a third violation.  The bill also would require the USDA to release the names of establishments that have received recalled products, which has been a bone of contention since the Hallmark/Westland Meat Packing Co. 143 million-pound recall. USDA posed the rule change two years ago, but it has yet to be approved.  Meanwhile, in an attempt to head off a Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) ballot petition in November, Colorado State Senator Jim Isgar has posed legislation in the Colorado General Assembly that would limit sow and veal calf confinement.   And in California, HSUS has collected enough signatures for a November ballot initiative that would ban sow and veal calf crates, as well as chicken crates in layer operation. If passed, the law would take effect in 2015.
Legislative NEWS        
Wright Expelled: Thomas Wright is no longer a member of the House. The House, in a 109-5 vote, expelled Wright over allegations that he failed to report $180,000 in campaign contributions and pocketed charitable grants. Wright became the first legislator expelled from the General Assembly since 1880, and was led quietly from the floor following the vote. Before the vote, Wright, D-New Hanover, defended himself in a short speech on the House floor, proclaiming his innocence while stressing that pending criminal charges limited his ability to speak freely to prove it. "Let me make this clear: I'm innocent of the charges before me," Wright said.   

Campaign NEWS        
Pender Redistricting: The U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to review a state Supreme Court decision that Pender County shouldn't have been divided into two separate House districts. The nation's high court will hear oral arguments in the case in November. "Our representative democracy depends on the people having a voice as to who represents them. The U.S. Supreme Court's guidance will be welcome in this case," Attorney General Roy Cooper said in a written statement
Business NEWS        
Donning and Doffing Suit Against Pilgrim's Pride:  An Arkansas federal judge has granted collective-action status to plaintiffs seeking payment from Pilgrim's Pride Corp. for time spent donning and doffing.  The plaintiffs, who include workers from some 21 plants across 10 states and the U.S. Labor Department, had their individual suits consolidated last month in the El Dorado Division of U.S. District Court for the Western District of Arkansas.   U.S. District Judge Harry Barnes on Thursday granted the collective action, which allows current and former workers at the named facilities to take part in the case, according to legal filings.   While Pilgrim's Pride would not comment on the lawsuit itself, spokesman Ray Atkinson said "It is not unusual for courts to conditionally certify collective actions because the standard is quite low."

Environmental NEWS        
Power Plants: An environmental group has asked the state Utilities Commission for a moratorium on power plant construction until a hearing is held to determine whether new generators are necessary. New coal-fired and nuclear plants will be costly to consumers and harmful to the environment, according to Jim Warren, director of the N.C. Waste Awareness and Reduction Network.  The group says there's more than enough available electricity to meet current and future energy demands -- even with the region's growth. The group's request for a hearing was included in a motion questioning the state's long-range energy outlook spelled out by utility companies. Duke Energy Corp. and Progress Energy say they need new plants to meet future growth in the Carolinas. Duke is building a $2.4 billion, 800-megawatt unit at its Cliffside Steam Station. The company also has begun the application process for two nuclear reactors near Gaffney, S.C. Progress has begun the application process for two additional nuclear reactors at its Shearon Harris site near Raleigh. "We add 50,000 new customers a year in the Carolinas ... so clearly growth is in this area," said Duke spokeswoman Marilyn Lineberger. 

Commodity NEWS

Broiler Production Up, 2008 Estimates Raised: Broiler production in January 2008 was 3.22 billion pounds, a 6.4 percent increase over the same period a year earlier, according to the latest Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Outlook released by USDA.   The report attributed the January production increase to both a jump in birds slaughtered — 784 million — and a 1.2 percent increase in average liveweight, reaching 5.56 pounds.   In light of the January numbers, USDA revised its first-quarter 2008 production estimate by 125 million pounds to 9.08 billion, or 5.2 percent higher than the same period in 2007, citing weekly chick placement numbers that are about 3 percent higher than the same timeframes in 2007.  Analysts have suggested in recent weeks that poultry processors need to cut production to realign supply and demand forces.

Pork Handbook Released:  Purdue University Extension and the U.S. Pork Center of Excellence have released the annual Pork Industry Handbook and DVD, saying the 2008 version is a must-have for pig producers.  The handbook provides more than 180 science-based and tested fact sheets and tips for improving efficiencies and reducing costs. "Written by hundreds of experts, it's the most complete industry guide available," the authors said.  The book and DVD offer current production and management strategies, including how to improve pork production management while covering subjects such as swine health, facilities and equipment, swine nutrition, breeding and genetics and marketing for profit, among others.  For more information go to: http://www.ces.purdue.edu/new/.
NCDA NEWS

Emergency Hay Program Will End April 1:  Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler reminds livestock producers that the state’s Emergency Hay Program will end April 1.  “With the recent rains across the state and warmer weather on its way, we are optimistic that this program won’t be necessary anymore,” Troxler said. “However, if something like a late snowstorm happens that causes a spike in hay demand, we will act quickly to help.”  Hay is being sold on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at various  NCDA&CS locations.  Troxler said the conclusion of the Emergency Hay Program will not affect the department’s Ag and Equine Partners Program, which provides transportation cost-share assistance to N.C. livestock producers who purchase hay from outside the state. 
NCDA&CS Plans for Drug Disposal: North Carolinians will have a new option for disposing of their unused pharmaceuticals if a program proposed by the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services receives federal approval. Staff members with the department’s Pesticide Disposal Assistance Program have asked the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency to allow the program to collect unused prescription drugs and other medications alongside unwanted pesticides. The department submitted its application in October. “Our department pioneered the safe collection and disposal of pesticides back in 1980,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler. At a time when concern about medications ending up in our nation’s waters is growing, this program could be a great benefit to our state.” Derrick Bell, manager of the Pesticide Disposal Assistance Program, said the department works with N.C. Cooperative Extension and household hazardous waste programs to hold pesticide collection events in every county in the state at least once every two years. The department could include pharmaceuticals in the PDAP at little additional cost, Bell said. The PDAP has collected 2 million pounds of pesticides since it began in 1980.   Bell said pharmaceutical disposal initiatives aren’t widespread. Several states, including Maine, Washington and Wisconsin, are in various stages of setting up programs
USDA News
Salmonella Sampling and Reporting Questions: The Food Safety and Inspection Service has issued Notice 18-08, Questions & Answers Related to Raw Meat and Poultry Product Performance Standards for Salmonella Sampling and Reporting, to respond to questions about the responsibilities of inspection personnel and district offices.   The notice addresses both reporting salmonella performance standard sampling results and scheduling salmonella performance standard sampling after a failed set.  To view the notice, go to http://www.fsis.usda.gov/oppde/rdad/FSISNotices/18-08.pdf.

Mark Your Calendar
The Joint Select Committee on Agricultural Drought Response will meet on Wednesday, March 28 at 1 p.m., 544 LOB. 

The State Water Infrastructure Commission will meet on Tuesday, March 25 at 9:30 a.m., Von Canon –C, Bryan Student Center, Duke University. 
State and federal poultry farming representatives have a briefing and tour on avian influenza and biosecurity measures on U.S. farms on Thursday, March 27 at 8:30 a.m., the tour begins at Hampton Inn Briar Creek, 8021 Arco Corporate Dr., Raleigh. 
The Marine Fisheries Commission Habitat and Water Quality Committee will meet on Monday, March 31 at 1 p.m., DENR Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. 

NC Department of Commerce’s International Trade Division will host several Road Shows for businesses interested in increasing their exports and expanding their presence in the international marketplace.  For more information, contact Deborah Barnes, (919)733-5082.  
The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a public meeting on Monday, March 31 at 6 p.m. to receive suggestions and comments on cultch planting - where shells and rock are placed to enhance shellfish habitat in potentially productive shellfish areas, Swan Quarter Fire Station, Swan Quarter. 
The Marine Fisheries Commission Shellfish Advisory Committee will meet on Wednesday, April 2 at 6 p.m., CMAST Building, Room 305, 303 College Circle, Morehead City. 
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