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At House of Raeford Farms, Inc., one of the top ten largest poultry processors in the nation, we provide chicken and turkey products to the foodservice, retail, and export markets. We are a family-owned and operated company based out of Rose Hill, North Carolina with additional facilities located in Georgia, Louisiana, North Carolina, and South Carolina. We take pride in our workforce which numbers over 6,000, and we are committed to protecting and maintaining the health and safety of our employees. House of Raeford:  The one with Real taste
Drought NEWS
Improved Conditions:  The NOAA’s National Weather Service most recent report shows that precipitation remained below normal early in 2008, however, heavier, more frequent rainfall fell in March, which has persisted into April. This has resulted in much improved conditions across the area. Drought impacts have eased considerably during the past 6 weeks. In particular, water supply reservoirs have risen significantly. Local municipalities and water supply systems have begun to ease water restrictions as drought impacts have lessened recently. While this is good news for many, caution is still required, as there is still a long-term rainfall deficit across central North Carolina which has produced a deep soil moisture and groundwater deficit. Looking ahead to the remainder of this spring, there is a good chance that the state will receive below normal rainfall through April as moderate La Nina conditions persist over the equatorial Pacific Ocean.  Due to low soil moisture and ground water levels in some areas, even near normal rainfall over the next 3 months will not bring an end to the current drought. 

Water Infrastructure: Members of the State Water Infrastructure Commission discussed ways to encourage water conservation and ensure adequate water supplies during a drought. The state panel expressed interest in urging local public water systems to enact conservation measures, such as incentives for customers who curb consumption. Many city and county water systems are adding capacity to handle a severe drought. But commission members said conservation measures could be required before state money is approved for expansion projects. The panel also discussed acknowledging wastewater as a resource rather than a waste product.  Members of the panel said new conservation laws and better planning are needed to prepare for the worst.

Farm Bill NEWS

Long-Delayed Farm Bill Conference Begins:  House and Senate conferees met briefly Thursday to begin hammering out a final version of the long-delayed farm bill.  Significant differences remain with the Senate version of the bill (HR 2419), but lawmakers said agreement on a final package that could pass both chambers was near.   In recent weeks, lawmakers had whispered about another extension of current law to ensure that farmers, who are starting to plant their crops, would receive subsidies. The current 30-day extension (PL 110-196) expires April 18.  Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, said farm-bill drafters have come too far for an extension.  Under the House agreement, new spending on agriculture programs would be limited to $6 billion beyond the $280 billion budgetary baseline for the bill. The House on Wednesday voted 400-11 to instruct conferees to oppose higher taxes to fund new farm bill spending. Robert W. Goodlatte of Virginia, the House Agriculture Committee's ranking Republican, said the additional $6 billion under the deal would not be offset by taxes.  An aide indicated the savings could come from a proposal to require credit card issuers to report to the IRS payments they make to merchants, a way to help determine whether businesses are reporting all their income. Progress on the five-year bill has been stymied due to disputes between House and Senate tax writers about offsets for as much as $10 billion in extra spending.  Part of that money would go to a controversial $4 billion disaster fund sought by key senators. Negotiators have been hard-pressed to find money to fund it, and some House members contend that money would be better used for other programs like conservation and nutrition.   Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus, D-Mont., who crafted the disaster package, indicated that the new House plan is dead on arrival among his conferees. Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., said Senate conferees will hang together to reject the House proposal. They will counter with a proposal to spend $10 billion beyond the baseline, financed in part with new customs and users fees.
Chemical Security Credit:  The Agricultural Retailers Association (ARA) is urging retailers to support the Senate's Agricultural Chemicals Security Credit provision in the farm bill.   The House is believed to have presented Senate farm bill conferees with a proposal to drop all tax relief provisions included in the Senate-passed farm bill. If accepted by the Senate, this would mean the elimination of the Agricultural Chemicals Security Credit provision.  This tax credit is needed to help offset increased security costs faced by agricultural retailers, distributors, and other agricultural businesses at their fertilizer and pesticide storage facilities. The cost of enhancing security measures at these storage facilities can run tens of thousands of dollars.  Under the proposal, an eligible agricultural business would receive a tax credit equivalent to 30 percent of the aggregate amount paid on implementing security enhancements at facilities where pesticides and fertilizers are stored.  A facility is limited to receiving no more than $100,000 tax credit within a five-year period. The proposal also includes an overall annual cap of $2 million for any eligible business.  
Legislative NEWS

Annexation Laws: A public hearing on North Carolina's annexation laws drew dozens of speakers Wednesday who said towns and cities have too much power when it comes to involuntary annexations. A House committee charged with recommending any changes to the 1959 annexation law took the names of more than 100 people who came to the Legislative Building auditorium to speak for or against it.  The law allows towns and cities to annex adjoining land that meet certain population or development density standards. The municipality must hold two public meetings, and agree that it will provide emergency and street services to the new citizens. But landowners in the unincorporated areas set to be added don't have to sign off on the annexation through a referendum.  Municipal leaders and business boosters who also spoke urged the panel to leave the law intact. They said it works well by helping North Carolina manage growth effectively, offer improved water and emergency services to developing areas and raise city populations to bring in new industries and attractions. The committee, which already held a public hearing in Asheville, can make recommendations to the full House before the General Assembly reconvenes next month. 

Environment NEWS        
Alligator River: Environmentalists and state wildlife officials marked a conservation milestone Wednesday with the $8.2 million acquisition of the last large unprotected tract along the 75-mile Alligator River, which flows through Tyrrell and Dare counties into the Albemarle Sound. The acquisition marks the first time in state history that an entire river has been protected. 

OLF Impact: The Navy announced Wednesday that it is moving forward with plans to prepare environmental impact statements for five possible sites for a practice jet landing field, three in Virginia and two in North Carolina. The process is expected to take more than two years. The North Carolina sites are Hale's Lake in Camden and Currituck counties and Sandbanks in Gates County. Virginia sites were identified as Cabin Point, Dory and Mason. Some residents near the new sites in North Carolina have started working against the $230 million project, saying it would ruin their rural way of life. 
USDA NEWS        
USDA Sees Less Corn, More Meat:  USDA lowered its forecast for 2007/2008 U.S. corn endings stocks by 155 million bushels to 1.283 billion, a greater reduction than analysts expected, and a move that will likely push already inflated corn prices even higher.   In its monthly World Agricultural Supply and Demand report, USDA said increased feed and residual corn use and larger exports more than offset reduced expectations for corn ethanol use as the pace of new plant startups lags earlier forecasts. USDA also raised its projected season-average farm price for corn to $4.10 to $4.50 per bushel from the month-ago forecast of $3.75 to $4.25, which had lagged industry forecasts.   Conversely, USDA raised its soybean stocks forecast by 20 million bushels to 160 million, on expected lower residual use, and lowered its average farm price forecast to $10.00 to $10.50 per bushel from last month's $10.00 to $10.80. USDA dropped its soybean meal average price forecast to $315 to $335 per short ton from a month-ago forecast of $320 to $350 per short ton.  USDA raised its forecast for total 2008 U.S. meat production as higher expected beef and pork production more than offset lower forecast broiler production. Poultry production forecasts were reduced as hatchery data point to a slowdown in production and higher grain prices are expected to affect growth later in the year.

USDA to Start Testing for Non-O157 E. Coli in Beef: USDA plans to start testing ground beef and ground beef component samples for non-O157 Shiga Toxin-Producing E. coli (STECs) to determine whether to declare them adulterants. The agency will test both samples that test positive and those that test negative for E. coli O157:H7, but production lots will not be recalled, seized or detained if they only test positive for non-O157 STECs. 
Commodity News
It’s Strawberry Season: North Carolina strawberries are beginning to arrive in local markets and the season is set to gear up in earnest by mid- to-late April.  “Strawberries are looking to be about a week earlier than normal thanks in part to several warm stretches of weather,” said Agriculture Commissioner Steve Troxler.  North Carolina’s strawberry season typically runs through May.  Growers are reporting good pollination in the fields and are anticipating a good crop this season.  North Carolina ranks third in the nation in strawberry production, and berry sales generated $19.4 million in farm receipts in 2006. 

Export Markets A Boon to U.S. Pork/Beef Industries:  The U.S. pork industry got a boost from exports in the first two months of 2008, and U.S. beef exports are improving over last year, says the U.S. Meat Export Federation, citing recent USDA data. "The growth engine for the U.S. meat industry will continue to be the export market," USMEF President and CEO Philip Seng said in a statement. "The weakened U.S. dollar, competitive pricing for U.S. exports, and declining production by some of our competitors combine to create conditions that support continued growth internationally." February marked the fifth consecutive month of record-breaking exports for the U.S. pork industry. Exports in February totaled 346 million pounds, up 6 percent over the record set in January, and a 55 percent leap over February 2007 totals.  The U.S. beef industry also had positive results over the first two months of 2008.  Exports of beef muscle cuts increased 36 percent to 168.5 million pounds when compared to the same two-month period in 2007. Meanwhile, beef variety meat exports increased 17 percent to 118 million pounds.  

Biofuels Policies Cost Billions:  The U.S. biofuels policy that is driving higher prices of corn, other grains, and soybeans is costing the poultry, livestock and ethanol production industries billions of dollars per year, according to a new FarmEcon LLC study. The study, commissioned by the National Chicken Council, the National Turkey Federation and the American Meat Institute, forecasts higher feed costs in the 2008/2009 crop year will cost the poultry industry (including broilers, turkeys and layers) about $8 billion in additional feed costs, on top of a nearly $6 billion rise in the 2007/2008 year.  It forecast additional 2008/2009 feed costs for the swine industry at about $3.6 billion after a nearly $3 billion cost rise in 2007/2008. For fed cattle, it put the additional cost at almost $3 billion, compared to a $2.2 billion feed cost rise in 2007/2008.   Input costs for ethanol distilleries will climb by over $8 billion in 2008/2009 after jumping $4.5 billion in 2007/2008. Ethanol distilleries already in operation, plus those slated to come on line in the next year, will need up to 5 billion to 5.5 billion bushels of corn per year by 2009, but only about 4 billion bushels will be available, causing them to operate at only 75 percent to 80 percent of capacity.   Many ethanol distilleries will have to suspend operations and most will operate at a significant loss. 
Mark Your Calendar
The Golden LEAF Foundation will hold a special meeting on Tuesday, April 15 at 3 p.m. of its board of directors to discuss programming priorities and personnel matters, North Carolina Rural Center, Conference Room 151, 4021 Carya Dr., Raleigh.  
The Marine Fisheries Commission Red Drum Fishery Management Plan Advisory Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 15 at 6 p.m., DENR Washington Regional Office, 943 Washington Square Mall, Washington. 
Coastal geologist Stanley Riggs will speak on climate change and its effect on the North Carolina Coastline on Tue, April 15 at 7 p.m., Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo Civic Association Community Building.


The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries will hold a public meeting on Tue, April 15 at 7 p.m. to discuss 08 commercial ocean striped bass season, Roanoke Island Festival Park, small auditorium, Manteo. 

The Energy Policy Council will meet on Friday, April 18 at 9 a.m., State Construction Office at the Education Building, 301 N. Wilmington St., Suite 450, Raleigh. 
The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Tuesday, April 22 at 11 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building.
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