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Duke Energy, one of the largest electric power companies in the United States, supplies and delivers energy to approximately 4 million U.S. customers. The company has approximately 36,000 megawatts of electric generating capacity in the Midwest and the Carolinas, and natural gas distribution services in Ohio and Kentucky. In addition, Duke Energy has more than 4,000 megawatts of electric generation in Latin America, and is a joint-venture partner in a U.S. real estate company.  Headquartered in Charlotte, N.C., Duke Energy is a Fortune 500 company traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol DUK. More information about the company is available on the Internet at: http://www.duke-energy.com
Immigration NEWS

91 Poultry Employees Criminally Charged In Raid:  Nearly 400 employees of Pilgrim's Pride were rounded up by officials of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) this week. Of those, 91 have been criminally charged, which include false use of a Social Security Number, according to an update posted on the ICE Web site. If convicted, defendants face up to five years in federal prison and a fine of up to $250,000.  Of the remaining former employees, 58 have been granted humanitarian releases, to care for family members for example, pending the outcome of immigration removal proceedings. Meanwhile, 220 others are being held on administrative immigration violations.  ICE does not rule out the possibility that more poultry workers may yet be arrested in connection with the charges.
Drought NEWS

Drought Conditions: Most of the state continues to face drought conditions, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor. Fifty-one of the state's 100 counties remain in "severe" drought, the third most intensive category of the weekly report's four drought categories. The drought is hitting harder in 11 counties, including Mecklenburg and those around it. Conditions there are "extreme," the next-to-worst category. Last week, 12 counties were in extreme drought. Eighteen counties are in "moderate drought," and conditions are "abnormally dry" in 20 counties. 

State Lifts Open Burning Ban:  The state Division of Forest Resources has lifted a ban on open burning across the state after recent rains helped reduce the threat of fire. The ban had been in effect since Thursday.  However, agency officials urged people to be careful burning pine straw, leaves and yard debris. During the spring fire season, high winds and quick-drying forest fuels can create hazardous conditions.  Officials said they could reinstate the ban if the drought and increased wildfire activity persist. The state has had more than 1,981 wildfires this year, burning 20,483 acres. 
Washington NEWS        
Legislators Introduce Food Safety Recall Bill:  Congresswoman Rosa L. DeLauro (D-Conn.) and 10 co-sponsors last week introduced the Food Safety Recall Information Act (H.R. 5762) in response to the Hallmark/Westland Meat Packing Co. recall of 143 million pounds of beef earlier this year. Specifically, the Food Safety Recall Information Act would: require USDA to list all retail stores and school districts that received meat products subjected to voluntary recall, regardless of class of recall; require companies that recall any USDA-regulated food product to provide a list of retail stores and school districts that received the product; require USDA to update this list continuously as the information is received, whether by the company doing the recall, or notification from the entity receiving the product; eliminate what it called a "loophole" that allows some downed cattle to be slaughtered under certain circumstances if they pass an additional inspection.  

Campaign NEWS        
Two Parties: Mike Gravel, a former U.S. senator from Alaska, is a Libertarian candidate for president. But in North Carolina, his name will appear on the May 6 primary ballot as a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination. State Democratic Party spokeswoman Kerra Bolton said there's nothing the party can do about the double-booking. "We have consulted with the State Board of Elections, and it is our understanding that current state law does not give the State Board flexibility to remove Mike Gravel from the ballot at this time," she said.

Business NEWS        
Easley Criticizes NC-DOL: Gov. Mike Easley promised Thursday to ensure state regulators have the resources to combat the type of supposed mistreatment of poultry industry workers alleged in a recent series by The Charlotte Observer, "This cannot be allowed to continue regardless of what budget situations are." He criticized the state Department of Labor's response to the situation, saying the agency "has to be more aggressive." Easley, a Democrat, said he would instruct his staff to work with the agencies that oversee workplace safety and workers' compensation to determine the appropriate fixes. He vowed that he would fight for new legislation and more resources if that's what's needed to protect workers.  The Charlotte Observer reported that a N.C. poultry company has masked the extent of injuries behind its plant walls. The newspaper also reported that the number of workplace safety inspections at N.C. poultry plants has plummeted during the past decade, while fines for serious violations at the state's poultry plants are less than half the national average.

Chicken Droppings: A Pennsylvania company has chosen a site in Sampson County to build the first of three power plants to be fueled by chicken droppings. Fibrowatt announced the location, financial incentives and other details Wednesday at Sampson County Community College. Building the project at a cost exceeding $200 million will qualify Fibrowatt for financial incentives from the county worth $2.5 million, mostly in the form of property tax refunds. The plant, to employ 30 to 35 people about 3 miles from the town of Faison, will burn about 500,000 tons of chicken droppings a year, about half the poultry waste generated in the eastern part of the state. Fibrowatt already operates power plants fueled by poultry litter in Minnesota and the United Kingdom. The company still has to finalize financing arrangements to pay for the project. Also, Fibrowatt is still in talks to sign a contract to sell the electricity it produces to Progress Energy. The project could also run into opposition from environmentalists since pollution emissions from poultry-litter power plants are comparable to emissions from coal-burning power plants. Several environmental groups have decried the poultry litter burning proposal as a waste incinerator. 

Apex Fire: A U.S. Chemical Safety Board study of a 2006 chemical fire at a North Carolina facility has prompted the federal agency to call for a new national fire code for hazardous waste processing plants. According to the report released Wednesday, the EQ Industrial Services Inc. plant in Apex lacked tools to control fires when it erupted into flames. The facility didn't have firewalls and suppression systems to stop the blaze from spreading, and officials said it wasn't prepared for after-hours fires. "As a result, the fire spread quickly into other bays where flammables, corrosives, laboratory wastes, paints and pesticides were stored," said CSB Supervisory Investigator Rob Hall.    EQ has agreed to pay more than $400,000 in penalties, fees and reimbursements since the fire.  The Michigan-based company said in October that it would relinquish its permit for the Apex site.

BB&T Raises Smithfield to Buy From Hold:  BB&T Capital Markets said it has raised its stock recommendation of Smithfield Foods to "buy" from "hold" based on strong pork exports and evidence sow slaughter is increasing.   In a note to investors, BB&T said sow slaughter has increased to 3.2 percent total hog slaughter, compared to 2.8 percent at the beginning of the year. Exports, spurred by a weak U.S. dollar, cheap pork prices and robust international protein demand, also fed into BB&T's decision, the note said, citing pork export growth in January and February of 27 percent and 57 percent, respectively, from a year ago.
USDA News
South Korea Opens Door for U.S. Beef:  Beef exports to South Korea could recover quickly following today's announcement the country will reopen its borders to U.S. beef, and economists say it could not have come at a better time.  Among the belying factors are a weak U.S. dollar, overproduction of U.S. meat and strong demand among South Koreans who pay higher domestic prices for beef than any other consumers in the world.  The outlook is so bright that U.S. Meat Export Federation economist Erin Daley said she was being conservative in projecting that the United States could ship about 80,000 metric tons of beef (worth $350 million to $400 million) to South Korea between May and December this year. That would put exports at about 50 to 60 percent of the volume sent to South Korea in the same period of 2003 prior to South Korea's BSE-related ban.   South Korea has agreed to open its market to all beef products from cattle of all ages upon U.S. publication of the enhanced feed ban rule.   U.S. beef's re-entry into South Korea will likely result in some protein shifting, the most notable could be away from U.S. pork, consumption of which has increased in the absence of U.S. beef. 
Russia Approves U.S. Pork and Poultry Facilities for Export:  USDA's Food Safety and Inspection Service said Thursday that Russia has added more pork and poultry facilities to its list of eligible exporters. Poultry originating from Ashland Cold Storage and House of Raeford-Wallace Division in Teachey, N.C., also can be exported to Russia.   

USDA Provides Animal ID Tags to Track TB:  USDA said it is providing National Animal Identification System (NAIS) compliant "840" radio frequency (RF) eartags to animal health officials for use in the bovine tuberculosis (TB) control program. NAIS-compliant "840" tags provide for individual identification of livestock through a 15-digit number beginning with the U.S. country code. USDA has purchased a total of 1.5 million "840" RF animal identification tags to support animal disease control programs, including the bovine TB and brucellosis programs.  The goal is to link the cattle to their premises of origin, so that if there is an outbreak in the future, the movements of the infected animals can be quickly traced.

Environmental News
VAD:  Jones & Scotland counties recently passed Voluntary Agricultural District ordinances.  There are currently 59 Voluntary Agricultural Districts in the state.

Biofuels Center: The Biofuels Center of North Carolina announced Wednesday that it will distribute $2.55 million to help jump-start the state's alternative energy sector. At least 75 grant and loan applications totaling nearly $13 million were received March 17 in response to the Biofuels Center's request for proposals. The Biofuels Center's board approved 15 applications totaling the $2.55 million at a meeting Tuesday. Biofuels Center President John Ganzi on Wednesday said the large number of applications shows the pent-up need for capacity building to create such a sector within the state. The money will be applied to agriculture, industrial production, research and work force development. 

Commodity News
Hog Losses Could Reach $60 per Head by Fall: Financial losses on raising hogs are reaching record proportions, and could be as high as $60 per head come fall, according to Steve Meyer and Len Steiner, agricultural economists and authors of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange's Daily Livestock Report.   Losses in March were the third-worst on record at an estimated $39.49/head; only the losing spreads in November and December of 1998 were worse. Costs in March were an estimated $54.19/hundredweight live weight, eclipsing hog prices in March of $40.62/hundredweight live weight.   Although cash prices are expected to rise over the next several months, costs could skyrocket to perhaps $80 to $85/hundredweight carcass weight, which could result in losses of $60/head or more this fall.  Sow slaughter rates in the U.S. and Canada are picking up, which will reduce the size of the breeding herd and support prices. However, it could be 12 to 18 months before those reductions work their way through the system and begin to have an effect on prices.
People in the News
Appointment: Gov. Mike Easley has appointed Cressie Thigpen Jr. as a Special Superior Court judge. Thigpen has been a partner with the Raleigh law firm of Thigpen, Blue, Stephens & Fellers since 1976. He has served as president, president-elect and vice-president of the North Carolina State Bar. 

Boylan DWI: Rep. Joe Boylan has been charged with driving while impaired. Boylan, R-Moore, drove his 1999 Ford pickup truck over the center line, off the left side of the road and into a ditch before striking a tree Thursday night in eastern Moore County, Sgt. T.C. McNair of the state Highway Patrol said. Boylan was treated at FirstHealth Moore Regional Hospital in Pinehurst. The Highway Patrol charged him with driving left of center and DWI. "Last night's traffic incident was a wake-up call for me," Boylan said in a written statement. "This is the first time I have ever been charged with an alcohol-related offense, and I promise that it will be the last." Boylan also said he will seek alcohol counseling.
Mark Your Calendar
The Legislative Commission on Global Climate Change will meet on Tuesday, April 22 at 11 a.m., 643 Legislative Office Building.

The Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Natural and Economic Resources will meet on Wednesday, April 23 at 9 a.m., 423 Legislative Office Building. 
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